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PUBLISHER’S NOTE 


By the grace and help of Allah *%, Maktabah Dar 
al-Ma‘arif lahabad has the honour of publishing 
many books, biographies, mawa'tz (books of 
admonition), etc. which the ‘ulamd’ and people 
who have interest in these subjects expressed 
their appreciation and provided encouragement to 
the people of the Maktabah with their lofty 
opinions. May Allah 4% reward them. 


Alhamdulillah, at present, important books on 
the subject of tasawwuf are in the processes of 
simplification, clarification, writing or printing. 
May Allah 4 enable us to convey all these books 
to the ummah and make them useful, and may 
He inspire us to continue in this task. Amin. 


The book before you is actually a collection of the 
book, I‘tiraf-e-Dhunub, of Muslihul Ummat Hadrat 
Maulana Shah Wasiyullah Sahib quddisa sirruhu, 
and I'‘tiraf-e-Qusur, of my _ respected and 
honourable father. Both books show a path which 
would convey servants close to Allah #%. When a 
servant presents himself before Allah %&, 
acknowledges his sins and mistakes, seeks 
forgiveness with remorse, and cries before Allah 
4g, He brings him close to Himself. 


In like manner, when a _ person displays 
shortcomings in fulfilling the rights of his beloved 
ones, relatives and friends, and seeks their 
pardon by admitting his mistakes, he becomes 
acceptable in their sight. 

iF) 


Both books have accumulated strange and 
astonishing stories of acknowledgement of sins 
and mistakes from the lives of the Prophets, 
auliya’, ‘ulamd’ and righteous people. Insha Allah, 
these will prove to be guiding lights to those who 
are treading the path of the Tariqah and are 
seeking the road to Paradise. 


All readers are requested to make du'‘a’ for my 
honourable father for Allah % to bless him with 
long life with good health and well-being, and 
bestow him with even more inspiration to spread 
the teachings of the Shari‘ah, the Sunnah, and to 
further elucidate and explain the teachings of 
tasawwuf and suluk. 


I conclude by making du‘da’ to Allah #% to reward 
all those who assisted us either with their 
knowledge or wealth, and to make this book a 
means to bring about a change in our lives. Amin. 


Muhammad ‘Abdullah Qamar az-Zaman 
llahabadi 

Servant of Maktabah Dar al-Ma‘arif Ilahabad 
Rabi ath-Thani 1429 A.H. 
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APPRAISAL 
Hadrat Maulana ‘Abdullah Sahib Kapaudri! 
A famous Arabic saying states: 
Oley Led US OLS YI 


“Every human commits a mistake and an 
oversight.” 


But when he adopts humility and submission, 
and admits and acknowledges his sin and error, 
he becomes the beloved of Allah 4. 


The Qur’an relates numerous stories of the 
Prophets %| in various places. We learn from 
these stories that the moment the Prophets *«4 





1 Hadrat Maulana ‘Abdullah Sahib Kapaudri Gujarati is - 
ma sha Allah — from among the senior ‘ulamd’ possessing 
both intellectual and practical excellences. He was the 
rector of Jami‘ah Falah-e-Darayn, Tadkeshwar, Gujarat for 
quite some time. Presently he alternately lives in his 
hometown, Kapaudra district Surat, and in Toronto, 
Canada, with his son. 

His appraisal of the books, I‘tirdf-e-Dhuntub and I'tiraf-e- 
Qusur, brought much joy to me, and it is sufficient 
testimony to their authenticity. Insha Allah, it will be a 
cause of additional benefit to the masses and the learned. 
This is most certainly not difficult for Allah 4%. (Muhammad 
Qamar az-Zaman [ahabadi) 
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committed a minor mistake and did something 
which was not the best option (khilaf-e-auld), they 
immediately humbled themselves in Allah’s court, 
acknowledged their error, and sought His 
forgiveness. Incidents from the lives of great 
Prophets #4) like Hadrat Adam #, Hadrat Yanus 
vce, Hadrat Musa i and others make reference to 
this. It was this very submission of theirs which 
enabled them to achieve lofty ranks. 


When man commits a sin and does not admit it, 
and does not express any sorrow over his 
mistakes and errors, then he includes himself in 
the band of Satan. The Leader of all past and 
future generations, our Master Muhammad 
Rasulullah # taught the ummah through his 
du‘as (supplications) how he used to express his 
humility and submission before Allah *% by 
admitting his errors and mistakes on every 
occasion. He taught the ummah to obtain Allah’s 
4s pleasure by expressing its submission and 
servitude to Him. 


Our present tribulation-filled era is overpowered 
by materialism. Our elders have compiled 
valuable books directing our attention to this 
important Sunnah. Hadrat Maulana Shah 
Wasiyullah Sahib Ilahabadi compiled an excellent 
book on this subject, titled, I'tiraf-e-Dhuntb. This 
book ought to be studied repeatedly. Hadrat 
Maulana Qamar az-Zaman Sahib damat 
barakdatuhum compiled an addendum to it, titled, 
I'tiraf-e-Qusur, in which he relates inspiring 
stories and incidents of acknowledgement of 
16 


mistakes from the lives of the Prophets 4, the 
Sahabah *, senior ‘ulamda’ and righteous elders. 


Both books ought to be formally read in the 
assemblies of Muslims. One lesson after another 
ought to be read after the ‘asr salah to the 
students so that they develop humility and 
servitude, and attain proximity to Allah *% in this 
way. 


The following lines of Hadrat Maulana 
Muhammad Ahmad Partab Garhi rahimahullah 
are most excellent, and cause the hearts to 
tremble: 


“At times I experience the joy of having obeyed 
Allah 4. At times I have to acknowledge my sins. I 
am constantly mindful of the thing which the 
angel is not aware of. This is the beginning and 
end of those who truly love Allah #. O Ahmad 
[referring to himself] who possesses nothing. I 
acknowledge my sins.” 


May Allah # honour the services of Hadrat 
Maulana Qamar az-Zaman Sahib damat 
barakatuhum with acceptance. His presence is a 
great bounty during this era in which there is a 
dearth of senior personalities. May Allah *% give 
him long life with good health and well-being. 
Amin. 


Was salam 
‘Abdullah Kapaudri, may Allah pardon him. 
13 Jumada al-Ula 1429 A.H./19 May 2008. 
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CONGRATULATORY WORDS 


Hadrat al-Haj al-Hafiz Dr. Salah ad-Din Sahib 
Siddiqi! mudda zilluhu - senior khalifah of 





1 The respected Doctor Sahib was born in Behtari, district 
Ghazipur. He spent his early life with his father, Inspector 
Najm ad-Din Sahib, in the areas of Deoband, Saharanpur 
and Thanabhawan. This enabled him to meet the ‘ulama’ 
and masha’ikh of the area. In fact, he even studied a few 
Arabic texts in Dar al-‘Ulam Deoband. He would regularly 
visit Hadrat Hakim al-Ummah rahimahullah. In fact, he 
would frequent his house as well. He then qualified from 
the medical college at Wahabad. 

When Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah came to 
lahabad in 1957, he remained in his constant company 
until the every end, and served and attended to him until 
his demise. 

A short while after he established a bond with Hadrat 
Muslihul Ummat, he received a written permission ({jazah) 
for bay‘ah. This is the bounty of Allah 4% which He bestows 
on whomever He wills. 

Ma sha Allah, he played a special role in purchasing 
Bakhshi Bazar Raushan Bagh, house no. 23. In like 
manner, he also had the honour of initiating the publication 
of the periodical, Ma'rifat-e-Haqq. The blessing of this 
continues to this day. In short, Hadrat Doctor Sahib 
benefited tremendously from the bestowal of Hadrat 
Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah. The following couplets 
composed by him are testimony to this: 

“I am able to see Allah # in everything. This is by virtue of 
the Shaykh-e-Zaman Shah Wasiyyullah. He filled my heart 
with a continuous flow of effulgence. What wisdom and 
intelligence!” 

Muhammad Qamar az-Zaman Ilahabadi 

13 Rajab 1429 A.H. 

Idarah Ma‘arif Muslihul Ummat 
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Hadrat Muslihul Ummat and editor of Ma‘rifat- 
e-Haqq, llahabad 


ESS) gery gle ghaig bed mrs! pel dil pe 


This insignificant servant, Salah ad-Din Ahmad, 
congratulates Maulana Qamar az-Zaman for his 
intention to publish the book, I'tiraf-e-Dhunub, of 
Shaykh-e-Zaman MHadrat Muslihul Ummat 
rahimahullah. He also undertook the task of 
simplifying it. May Allah % enable him to 
complete this task and may He accept it from 
him. Amin. 


Ma sha Allah, apart from writing and compiling 
books, the Maulana is also occupied with 
education and _ purification both within the 
country and abroad, and the seekers are 
welcoming him. May Allah * inspire him to do 
more. 


The Maulana lives opposite the Jami‘ Musjid 
Wasiyyabad and performs his fajr salah in this 
musjid. He remains seated in the northerly room 
of the musjid until ishraq (about fifteen minutes 
after sunrise). Maulwi Sayf ar-Rahman Sahib 
made arrangements for this . Consequently, it 
has become easy for the masses to meet the 
Maulana. Moreover, the Maulana also conducts 
tafsir lessons on Thursdays after the fajr salah, 
which the seekers attend. 


I observed the Maulana’s capabilities and acumen 
from the days of Hadrat Muslihul Ummat 
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rahimahullah. These capabilities earned him 
Hadrat Muslihul Ummat’s rahimahullah love and 
affection. Hadrat was really thinking of the 
Maulana on one occasion and uttered the 
following couplets spontaneously: 


“I am thinking of you, O Qamar az-Zaman! O my 
special beloved, O my spirit and soul! May your 
bestowal spread far and wide. O you who are wise 
in speech, wise in understanding, and wise in 
intellect.” 


After Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah 
passed away, he placed his trust in Allah #% and 
began issuing both written and _ verbal 
permissions for khilafah in the four silsilahs 
(spiritual chains, spiritual lineages). 


May Allah 4 enable him to render more services, 
may He accept his services, and may He bestow 
even more progress to the sciences of tasawwuf 
and the silsilahs of the Sufis through him. Amin. 


Was salam 


Salah ad-Din Ahmad Siddiqi 
20 February 2008 A.H. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF SINS 
AND A CHANGE IN BELIEFS 


Janab Mukarram al-Haj Anis Ahmad Parkhaswi 
Sahib 


ol oy ai pod 


Before I could study the book, I‘tiraf-e-Dhunub, 
my consciousness of Allah’s % divinity was like a 
fine line on the slate of my mind. But the 
greatness of the Prophets % and the auliya’ of 
Allah %, their influences, and belief in their 
fulfilment of needs and removal of hardships had 
completely pervaded my heart and mind. It never 
crossed my mind that these personalities must 
have thought about the Hereafter while living in 
this world, and had made it their regular practice 
to cry in the court of Allah %. 


My spiritual master, Hadrat Maulana Shah 
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah, sourced 
authentic books and narrations to compile this 
book in which he relates stories from the lives of 
the Prophets 8 and quliyad’ which portray their 
submission in Allah’s court and crying before 
Him. He proves that the closer a servant gets to 
Allah 4, the more fearful he becomes of Him. 
Since the recognition of Allah * and close 
proximity to Him is enjoyed the most by the 
Prophets ss), they are the ones who fear Him the 
most. The Prophets 4% made du‘a’ to Allah % like 
a person who cries before Him for having 
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committed a sin. The pious servants of Allah % 
and the auliyda’ also took lesson from the Sunnah 
of Rastlullah # and made crying before Allah *% 
the salient feature of their life because this is the 
way to obtain Allah’s pleasure. The reader can 
gauge the effect which the chapter on crying had 
on me from the following couplets: 


“I made the thing which is the exact Sunnah of 
the Prophets #8\ part and parcel of my life. My 
acknowledgement of my sins came to my rescue.” 


I got the true recognition of the Prophets *%| and 
auliya’ from reading this book. At the same time, 
I also realized Allah’s % greatness and His 
absolute independence, and my heart began 
trembling out of Allah’s # fear. 


I commenced reading this book with sincerity and 
noble intentions, and so, the benefit which I 
derived from it and the changes it brought to my 
beliefs can be gauged from the following lines 
written by myself: 


“Allah 4 is the one who sustains this world, and 
the One who fulfils the needs of everyone. He 
alone created everything, and He alone removes 
the problems of all — whether he is a wali, 
Prophet, martyr, or a mujahid. In short, the entire 
creation belongs to Him, and He is the Lord of 
all.” 


While presenting the stories of the Sahabah &, 
Hadrat rahimahullah touches on _ various 
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enlightening and admonitory topics related to 
tasawwuf and the Tariqah. I was most affected by 
this section and I quote the following couplet 
which could probably be referred to as the 
essence of the book. Please pardon me for quoting 
it: 


“Submitting and humbling oneself is the greatest 
treasure. Do not ask for kashf (expositions), 
greatness, nor karamat (supernatural feats).” 


May Allah 4 reward and elevate the ranks of my 
shaykh, Hadrat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib 
rahimahullah, through whom I learnt the correct 
Din and joined the ahl-e-haqq (those on the true 
path). May Allah 4 keep me steadfast on Din until 
the last breath which I take. Amin. 


This insignificant servant had the good fortune of 
expressing this wish and hope in a couplet in the 
form of a du‘a’: 


“O Anis! May you remain steadfast on every 
occasion on the true Din, even if you have to bear 
every trial and tribulation on this journey.” 


When my murshid, Hadrat Maulana Muhammad 
Qamar az-Zaman Sahib damat barakatuhum 
decided to republish Hadrat Muslihul Ummat 
Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib’s rahimahullah 
book, I'tiraf-e-Dhunub, I think it was the very next 
day when he said to us: “A thought has come to 
my heart; I think a book titled, I‘tiraf-e-Qustr, be 
appended to the original book. It will be very 
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beneficial, and its themes will be along the lines 
of the original.” Hadrat had written a few pages of 
I'tiraf-e-Qusur and read them to us as an example 
of what the subject matter will be. When I heard 
him reading it, I though to myself that it is 
divinely inspired and also an explanation and 
commentary of Itiraf-e-Dhunub. 


I feel I should mention one important point here: 
Hadrat Maulana ‘Abd ar-Rahman Sahib Jami 
rahimahullah needs no introduction. He said to 
me: “Anis Bhai! I am ill and there is a lot of work 
to be done. I have therefore made an intention to 
publish all of Hadrat’s rahimahullah teachings, 
statements (malfuzat), etc. without taking any 
consideration of their sequence. Later on, some 
servant of Allah # will collect all these scattered 
pearls and publish them in a systematic and well- 
sequenced manner.” 


Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah used to 
say occasionally: “My voice is gone so weak that 
whatever I am saying cannot be heard beyond 
this door. But Allah 4% has the power to convey it 
throughout the world.” Consequently, Hadrat’s 
rahimahullah knowledge and teachings are being 
conveyed through Hadrat Maulana Qamar az- 
Zaman Sahib damat barakatuhum. 


I have learnt something else which has brought 
even more joy to me, viz. Hadrat Maulana intends 
collating Hadrat Muslihul Ummat’s rahimahullah 
statements and words which are scattered in the 
periodical, Ma'rifat-e-Haqq wa Wasiyyatul ‘rfan, 
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and publishing them in a_ simplified and 
explanatory style under the title, Ma‘arif Muslihul 
Ummat. Al-hamdulillah, this work has 
commenced. May Allah # enable it to reach 
completion and may He convey the teachings of 
Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah 
throughout the world. Amin. 


May Allah *% bestow long life to Hadrat and 
enable us to continue benefiting from him. Amin. 


Anis Ahmad Anis Parkhaswi 
14 Rajab al-Murajjab 1429 A.H. 
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IMPRESSIONS 


Maulana Mufti Jamil Ahmad Sahib Nadhiri 
(member Majlis-e-‘Ilmi All India Fiqh Academy, 
New Delhi) 


ESD yey de ghaiy oat 


Sins and mistakes are part and parcel of man’s 
make up and temperament, and __ their 
commitment by any human is not surprising. 
What is certainly surprising is when a person 
does not acknowledge his sins and admit his 
mistakes. By becoming entrapped in pride and 
arrogance he neither repents for his sins nor does 
he admit them. 


Falling into pride and arrogance, and refusing to 
acknowledge and admit one’s mistakes is the trait 
of Satan and his followers. Humility, submission, 
repentance over sins, turning to Allah *%, and 
acknowledging one’s mistakes is the hallmark of 
the Prophets * and the righteous servants of 
Allah #&. 


Muslihul Ummat Hadrat Maulana Shah 
Wasiyyullah Sahib [lahabadi rahimahullah has 
fully explained and expounded on this point in 
the present book, I'tiraf-e-Dhuntb. It has been 
further explained and simplified by my respected 
shaykh, Hadrat Maulana Shah Muhammad 
Qamar az-Zaman Sahib [lahabadi damat 
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fuyuduhum, in his addendum titled, I‘tiraf-e- 
Qusur. Both these collections are excellent guides 
for those treading the path, and are easy and 
simple ways of reaching the destination of sulak. 


Both books do not confine themselves to a mere 
mention of acknowledgement of sins and 
admission of mistakes. Rather, they present 
practical examples from the lives and actions of 
the noble Prophets #, great Messengers #5), and 
the righteous personalities of the ummah. This is 
the actual purpose. Included among them are 
examples from the life of the Leader of the 
Prophets and Messengers, Hadrat Muhammad #. 


The lives of many people in the past changed by 
virtue of acknowledging sins and mistakes. And 
now, the addendum, I'tiraf-e-Qusur, of my Hadrat, 
will effect a fresh revolution in the lives of many. 
Hearts will change, and the minds and conditions 
will become ready to change — insha Allah. 


Although I am not qualified to pen my 
impressions on the works of Hadrat Muslihul 
Ummat rahimahullah and of my Hadrat damat 
barakatuhum, I consider it an honour to fulfil my 
Hadrat’s order to pen a few lines. 


aa Org eH ab ele Fy eile Abe CHT Eb UL oieas Sa 
O Allah, accept it from us. Surely You are all- 


hearing, all-knowing. Inspire us to repent, surely 
You are all-relenting, all-merciful. 


2 


Jamil Ahmad Nadhiri, may Allah pardon him 
Jami‘ah ‘Arabiyyah ‘Ayn al-Islam, 

Nawadah, Mubarakputr, A‘zamgarh, U.P. 

14 Safar al-Muzaffar 1429 A.H., Friday 


Presently at Khanqah Hadrat Murshidi damat 
barakatuhum, Ilahabad. 
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INTRODUCTION 


wl oa al ere 
ESI Spey dle deig ot 


This entire collection is the subject of Hadrat 
Muslihul Ummat’s rahimahullah talks which he 
presented in Ramadan al-Mubarak 1383 A.H. It 
was collated by Hadrat Maulana ‘Abd ar-Rahman 
Sahib Jami rahimahullah in a systematic manner 
and took the shape of a book. Before this - in 
Ramadan al-Mubarak 1382 A.H., Hadrat had 
presented talks on the recitation of the Qur’an. 
This unworthy servant arranged all these talks in 
a particular sequence and read every letter of this 
collection to Hadrat Muslihul Ummat 
rahimahullah. Hadrat was most pleased with it 
and said: “This is a book through which many 
people will become Sdahib-e-nisbat (a person 
having close proximity with Allah 4%).” This book 
was published under the title, Tilawat-e-Qur’an 
(the recitation of the Qur’an). 


The same applies to the book, I‘tiraf-e-Dhunub. If 
it is studied carefully and practised upon — insha 
Allah -— the way will become clear, suluik will 
become easy for the person, and he will reach his 
destination. Inspiration is from Allah # alone. 


A very pleasing thing about this is that Hadrat 
Muslihul Ummat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah 
Sahib rahimahullah named this book: 
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prleeg ale aN gee ill cpten bel ope gill pe sleazy Gl aey! 


“Acknowledgement of and seeking forgiveness for 
sins is one of the greatest Sunnahs of the Prophet 
ae,” 


The title itself encompasses all the themes of this 
book. Obviously, none can describe the themes of 
a book better than the author himself. There is a 
famous saying: “A written work is an exposition of 
the condition of the author.” This will manifest 
itself from the themes of the book. 


Reason for compilation 


I remember the reason for explaining these 
themes, viz. the following verse was presented: 


CY EU Syyny fal GLY URLS ays eb 


“The unbelievers will admit their sins. So curse to 
the inmates of Hell.” (Surah al-Mulk, verse 13) 


The unbelievers will admit their sins in the 
Hereafter but it will be of no benefit whatsoever to 
them. Instead, Allah % will repulse them and 
invoke curses on them. Rasutlullah #, regarding 


whom Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anhG said: ols 
ola) «aie (his character was a_ physical 


manifestation of the Qur’an), was quite affected 
by this admonition which states that the 
unbelievers will neither benefit from nor be 
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rewarded for their acknowledgement of their sins. 
Instead, they will be cursed and repulsed. May 
Allah # protect us. 


This is why Rastlullah # used the same word in 
his du‘a’ to Allah 4 and said: 


cy Gpally all ui 
“I admit and acknowledge my sins.” 


In so doing, Rasulullah # conveys this message: 
O Allah! Although I have been blessed with the 
bounty of ismat (total protection from sins), I 
acknowledge my sins and I am not like the 
unbelievers who remained adamant and arrogant 
in their sins while in this world, and began 
admitting and acknowledging them only when 
they saw the punishment in the Hereafter. Their 
acknowledgement will be of no use to them. 
Instead, they will by disgraced and humiliated by 
Allah’s 4 curses. May Allah * protect us. 


The importance of this admonitory subject is self- 
evident, and Hadrat Muslihul Ummat Maulana 
Shah Wasiyullah Sahib rahimahullah (who was a 
true inheritor of Rasulullah’s # internal 
conditions) thought about it, was affected by it, 
and therefore explained it throughout the month 
of Ramadan. 
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Internal condition 


The following incidents display Hadrat’s internal 
condition: 


1. Hadrat would quote the following couplet on 
certain occasions: 


“We are like seekh kababs which are constantly 
turning sides over a fire. When one sides gets 
burnt, we turn over onto the other side.” 


One can gauge the level of fear for the Hereafter 
from this. 


2. At times he would quote the following lines. I 
was present in Hadrat’s room while he walking up 
and down and reciting these lines. The meaning 
of which is: 


“O hafiz! Now that you are gone old, come out of 
this trap. All this drunkenness and lust may have 
been acceptable when you were young. But it is 
totally unacceptable in your old age.” 


3. On one occasion, Hadrat Muslihul Ummat had 
a few teaspoons of ice cream and then gave it to 
his grandson, saying: “Here, you eat it now 
because if I were to eat any more, I will be 
committing a sin.” 


Glory to Allah! Not only do these incidents display 
his fear of sins, but his abstention from them and 
remaining on his guard from committing them. 
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This is why I think that Hadrat’s speech - 
whether verbal or written - has a great impact. 
And this is acknowledged by all. Just recently, I 
had the opportunity of collating three of Hadrat’s 
speeches (hypocrisy, pride, anger), simplifying 
and explaining them, and publishing them in a 
book titled, Taharat-e-Qalb (purity of the heart). 
People are expressing its limitless benefit and 
impact. Maulana Ahmad Nasr Banarasi expressed 
the profound benefit of this book, requested 
several copies of it, and distributed it among his 
associates. His thoughts about it are expressed in 
the following letter: 


Letter from Maulana Ahmad Nasr Banarasi 


Murshid ‘Ali Maqam Hadrat Makhdtm Mukarram 
Ustadh Mu‘azzam damat barakatuhum 


As-salamu  ‘alaykum wa_ rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh 


Al-hamdulillah, I am well. I hope Hadrat is feeling 
well. I returned safely and soundly after meeting 
Hadrat. I could not write to Hadrat immediately 
because I had to go to Bengal. May Allah *% 
enable Hadrat to live for a long time among us, 
and may He spread Hadrat’s bestowals and 
blessings far and wide. Amin. 


When I was departing, Hadrat gave me a copy of 
Taharat-e-Qalb. This book is a priceless treasure 
for the rectification of the heart. This is especially 
so with regard to the chapters on ostentation and 
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hypocrisy. I feel like reading it again and again. I 
not only held to the following text of Durr-e- 
Mukhtar, but clung firmly to it: 


pla le St 


“One finds admonition [and a reminder] at the 
graveside.” 


I read it several times for the purpose of my own 
rectification and, with the same purpose, I quoted 
it in two assemblies in Bengal. I derived one 
special benefit by doing this, viz. at the time of 
delivering my talk, I was able to pay special 
attention to purifying my intention. Furthermore, 
the illnesses of ostentation and hypocrisy which I 
feel are found within me can only be removed 
through Allah’s 4% grace and the du‘a’s of pious 
personalities like Hadrat. 


After studying this subject in the book, I became 
concerned about self-introspection, and my heart 
repeatedly directed itself towards rectification of 
my conditions. May Allah 4 reward Hadrat for 
opening my eyes to this. The entire book is filled 
with a strange and unique spirituality, effulgence 
and attraction. And why should it not be so, after 
all, it was expressed by a_ high-ranking 
personality like Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah 
and penned by a sincere and honest transmitter 
like Hadrat! 


I benefited tremendously from this book. May 
Allah # continue elevating Hadrat Muslihul 
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Ummat’s rank, and may Hadrat’s pen continue 
aiding me against the evils of my soul and the 
plots of Satan. May Allah #% reward Hadrat with 
the best of rewards. 


I now conclude my letter. Kindly remember me in 
Hadrat’s du‘a’s for Allah *% to rectify my 
conditions, give me a good death, and grant me 
total forgiveness. I am more in need of Hadrat’s 
du‘a’s than a thirsty person is for water. 


That is all 

Ahmad Nasr Banarasi, may Allah pardon him 
Servant of Madrasah and Khanqah Imdadiyyah, 
Benaris. 


I have heard that Hadrat Maulana Muhammad 
Rabi‘ Sahib mudda zilluhu (present rector of Dar 
al-Ulum Nadwatul ‘Ulama’, Lucknow) is also 
impressed by this book and had it read daily 
during the last Ramadan at Da’irah Takiyyah 
Kala, Rai Bareilly (the khanqah of MHadrat 
Maulana Abul Hasan ‘Ali Nadwi rahimahullah and 
his family). It is a source of honour and joy for 
me. May Allah * send all its rewards to our 
Shaykh Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah. 
May Allah 4 enable us to not only practise on all 
his teachings, but to convey them far and wide. 
Amin. 


In order to propagate Hadrat’s teachings, I 
established “Idarah Ma‘arif Muslihul Ummat” at 
Dar-e-Sa‘id opposite Dar al-Ma‘arif al-Islamiyyah, 
Kareli. I have handed over the responsibility of 
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this to [my two sons], Maulwi Mahbub Ahmad 
Qamar az-Zaman Nadwi and Maulwi Muhammad 
‘Ubaydullah Qamar az-Zaman Nadwi. May Allah 
4s enable them to fulfil this responsibility. May 
Allah 4 accept this institute and all its 
publications, and may He provide it with ease to 
achieve all its goals. Inspiration is from Allah *% 
alone. 


Ma sha Allah, the masses and the majority of 
level-headed learned people attested to Hadrat 
Muslihul Ummat’s piety and lofty status, and still 
attest to it. A waliis defined as: 


Cl wleUall le blll Se le Cant ailincy Sle abl Gybal ge Ly 


CEVA cbs) olegttly SIU G ILS! ys U2 abl cold ve 


“A waliis one who recognizes Allah’s essence and 
attributes as much as possible, remains adherent 
to acts of obedience, abstains from acts of 
disobedience, and does not become engrossed in 
futile pleasures and desires.” 


Al-hamdulillah, these qualities and signs were 
clearly visible in Hadrat Muslihul Ummat 
rahimahullah. I do not consider him to be totally 
innocent (ma‘sum) from sin, but I certainly believe 
he was protected from sin. Those who knew him 
from childhood narrate that they found him 
extremely vigilant against committing even minor 
sins. When it came to dealings and transactions, 
he would always follow the option which was 
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most cautious. This is testified by those who saw 
him. 


This is why he would constantly emphasize on his 
associates to abstain from sins, and to engage in 
repentance and seeking forgiveness. He would 
also instruct them to read the following verse 
because the Qur’an and Hadith relate many 
merits of reading it. 


al Ge ES 8) Ohta GHW SY 
ne he e 28 


“There is none worthy of worship except You. 
Glory to You. I was certainly from among the 
wrongdoers.” 


In like manner, my second shaykh, Hadrat 
Maulana Muhammad Ahmad Sahib rahimahullah 
also emphasised reading the above verse. 


In short, Rasulullah # engaged in repentance 
(taubah), seeking forgiveness (istighfar), and 
acknowledgement of sin; and thereby presented a 
blessed example to the ummah so that it may also 
practise on this, as beautifully explained by 
Hadrat Muslihul Ummat Maulana Shah 
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah in his talk. 


This servant states that Sayyiduna Hadrat Adam 
x8) and Hadrat Hawwa’ #& also followed this way 
when they committed an error of judgement. And 
this was taught to them by Allah 4: 
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Hog Cis A 8) le OB OWS fy p51 AS 


“Then Adam learnt from his Sustainer some 
words and Allah turned to Him. Surely it is He 
who accepts repentance, the Merciful.” (Surah al- 
Baqarah, 2: 37) 


Br os BS Wass W jad d big Gaal Gal Uf 


“O our Sustainer! We have wronged ourselves. If 
You do not forgive us and have mercy on us, we 
will certainly be among the losers.” 


Similarly, when Hadrat Yunus *| committed an 
error in judgement, he uttered the following 
words in repentance: 


y 


Holt jy LE HY Hae CHV JY 


“There is none worthy of worship except You. 
Glory to You. I was certainly from among the 
wrongdoers.” 


He received salvation from the fish’s belly through 


this supplication, and Allah *® liked this 
glorification so much that He said: 


In other words, anyone who acknowledges his 


wrong through these words, I will give him 
salvation from difficulties and calamities. 
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Similarly, Rasulullah # used to read the following 
du‘da’ at the end of salah: 


In so doing, he would acknowledge and admit his 
mistakes. It was also his practice to say 
astaghfirullah (I seek forgiveness from Allah 4%) 
three times after salah. 


Just ponder! Starting with Hadrat Adam #8 and 
ending with Rasulullah #, all the Prophets *& - 
despite being ma‘stim (divinely protected against 
sin) -— when they did something which was not 
becoming of their lofty position or committed a 
judgemental error (which is not a sin according to 
the Shariah), they considered it to be a sin, cried 
before Allah *, repented to Him, and sought His 
forgiveness. 


We learn the high value and worth which this 
practice holds in Allah’s sight. This is the way of 
gaining proximity and closeness to Him, and this 
is the way for the entire ummah to gain Allah’s % 
pleasure and proximity. That is, a person must 
acknowledge and admit his mistakes, and abstain 
from pride and arrogance. It was through pride 
and arrogance which Satan and all the haughty 
persons after him were rejected by Allah #%. O 
people of intelligence! Take admonition from this. 


My heart was greatly affected after reading Hadrat 

Muslihul Ummat Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib’s 

rahimahullah book, I'tiraf-e-Dhunib. My heart 
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desired to add to it the many incidents which I 
personally heard from him or which I read in 
books, and record them under the title I'tiraf-e- 
Qusur, as an addendum to the present book. May 
Allah 4 accept the addendum as He accepted the 
original, and may He make it a source of benefit 
for the ummah. Amin. 


Muhammad Qamar az-Zaman Ilahabadi 


Bayt al-Adhkar, Wasiyyabad, Ilahabad 
15 Muharram al-Haram 1429 A.H. 
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SYNOPSIS OF THE BOOK 


(please study this section before reading the 
book) 


eal all pens 
aL cpilad aorey ST eg aed dle pDLuSly Sgleally a) LoL! 


My Hadrat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib 
rahimahullah proves in this collection titled, 
I'tiraf-e-Dhunub, that acknowledgement of sins is 
an important and great Sunnah of Rastlullah &. 
He quotes Rastlullah’s # du‘a’: 


cy Gpally all ui 
“I admit and acknowledge my sins.” 


And follows it with a wonderful explanation of it, 
the essence of which is that this du‘d’ 
demonstrates Rasutlullah’s ® servitude,  self- 
effacement, humility and submission. This way of 
Rasulullah # paved the way for all his spiritual 
progress, and he left it as a perfect example for 
the ummah and departed from this world. May 
Allah 4 reward him on our behalf and on behalf 
of the entire ummah. The special servants of the 
ummah, viz. the Sahabah *, the Tabi‘In and the 
righteous personalities adopted this Sunnah, 
traversed the levels of suluk through it, and 
reached their goal. 
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This was the way of Rastlullah # and his 
followers. Now look at another way as well. It is 
the way of the cursed Satan which is based on 
obstinacy, rebellion, arrogance and self-conceit. 
This was the way trod by rebellious, proud, 
tyrannical and oppressive people who _ were 
destroyed. In so doing, they also joined Satan and 
became destined for Hell. May Allah # protect us 
from it. 


The destination of both groups is different. The 
destination of the first group is Paradise while 
that of the second group is Hell. This is clearly 
stated in a conversation between Paradise and 
Hell as described in a Hadith. It states that Hell is 
for the proud people, while Paradise is for the 
weak and downtrodden. 


ad cold play ade abl cle dl Spey JU JE ae abl oy ye Uf oe 
Vy gle Y Gls a Ny cureelly GurShl yh WI SB Lull, 
Lal pe th poyh gm CHT teal Bb SU ed by pgling ll cline 
SS cqsrle cpr clad ope Eh det ulie cal LY LU Sy woke op 
cbs Li Li Joi aby OI ee Se pbs (UI LE Leg LS bly 
Ob GLI Lely cla T adle y al play SE cams Ll] Leer Sang cbf Whigs 
U2 cblly BAN Gl Gh ay d 8,Se) (ale Gay UE J ty al 


“(O80 


Hadrat Abu Hurayrah # narrates that Rasulullah 
% said: “Paradise and Hell engaged in a 
discussion. Hell said: I have been chosen for the 
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proud and rebellious people.’ Paradise said: ‘What 
can I say about my self? Only the weak, 
downtrodden, and those who are frowned upon 
will enter me.’ Allah 4% said to Paradise: ‘You are a 
means for the manifestation of My mercy. I shall 
show mercy through you on whichever of My 
servants I will.’ Allah % said to Hell: ‘You are a 
means for the manifestation of My wrath. I shall 
inflict punishment through you on whichever of 
My servants I will. And I shall certainly fill both of 
you.’ As for Hell, it will only get filled when Allah 
4s places His foot on it, and it will call out: 
‘Enough, enough, enough.’ This is when Hell will 
get filled and all its different sections will be 
brought close together [and get compressed]. This 
means that Allah * will not wrong any of His 
creation. As for Paradise, Allah # will create new 
people [to fill it].” 


Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah really 
stresses one point, viz. Muslims must be 
extremely wary of these evil traits which are 
found in the cursed Satan and his followers. If 
not, they will also be punished in the same way. 


There was an ostentatious worshipper who did 
not really worship Allah *%, but was a worshipper 
of his worship. He did not even get a whiff of the 
essence of his worship. He behaved in a proud 
and arrogant manner before a sinner and said 
some harsh things to him. This worshipper met a 
very evil fate. Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah relates 
this incident in detail in his Bustan. Hadrat 
Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah explains it in an 
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excellent manner and warns the Muslims against 
such ostentatious worship. The reader is 
requested to study it carefully and take a lesson 
from it. 


This insignificant servant added details to this 
subject under the title I'tiraf-e-Qusur. Just as 
Rasulullah # acknowledged his sins to Allah %&, 
he also acknowledged the apparent mistakes and 
shortcomings which he displayed in his dealings 
with people, apologized to the person, and asked 
him to pardon him. The Sahabah *, the Tabi‘in, 
the Taba‘ Tabitn, and the righteous personalities 
of this ummah also adhered strictly to this 
Sunnah. In so doing, they were honoured with 
Allah’s % pleasure. Rasulullah # thus left this 
excellent Sunnah for the ummah. 


Unfortunately, let alone the masses, even the 
learned are displaying shortcomings in this 
regard. Let us take just one example: In the past 
when a person intended to go for hajj, he would 
make it his duty to meet all his relatives and 
associates and seek their pardon for even the 
slightest disrespect he may have shown to them 
or for the smallest misappropriation of rights. The 
person would then proceed to perform hajj. But 
today, no one bothers about doing this in the 
least. 


Similarly, relationships were upheld = and 
honoured during family functions. This is 
because there was a concern to gain the pleasure 
of not only one’s relatives and associates, but 
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even one’s workers. But at present, there seems 
to be a general trend which gives the impression 
that people are going out of their way to displease 
even their elders. People speak out openly against 
their elders and criticize them. How, then, can 
they obtain their pleasure?! 


Despite this, there are still some fortunate people 
(although they are in the minority) who honour 
their elders and show affection to their juniors. 
May Allah % bestow the entire ummah to fulfil 
and uphold mutual rights so that this world 
could become an example of Paradise. 


I now return to the original subject. I stress the 
importance of acknowledging one’s sins, humility, 
servitude and submission; and state that these 
excellent qualities are the only way of correcting 
and strengthening one’s bond with Allah 4%, and 
strengthening the mutual ties among people. This 
is what will ensure Allah’s 4 special mercy in this 
world. 


Cadet oh 235 dhl By O) 


“Surely Allah’s mercy is close to those who do 
good.” 


Pay due regard to du‘a’ while adopting 
outward means 


During these times of corruption, one should 
certainly adopt outward means. But at the same 
time, he must continue beseeching Allah &, 
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submitting before Him, making du‘a’ to Him, and 
crying to Him. On the occasion of the battle of 
Badr, Rasulullah # made all possible war 
preparations, and together with this, he not only 
occupied himself in making du‘a’ to Allah %, but 
remained totally engrossed in it. Allah’s # mercy 
then descended and Islam _ received its 
fundamental victory. Understand well, there can 
be differences with regard to adopting means, but 
there is unanimity with regard to the importance 
and need for du‘a’. No individual or group can 
deny it. If anyone does, he might as well bid 
farewell to his iman. Someone said: 


“O heart, create a yearning within you because 
such a yearning will really benefit you. The du'a’ 
which you make in the middle of the night will get 
rid off thousands of calamities.” 


O Muslims! Strengthen your bond with Allah % 
through du‘a’ because there is a severe need for 
it. This will open the doors of victory and mercy, 
and we will be blessed with victory. A Sahabi 
asked Rastlullah # about salvation, and so, he 
advised him to do three things. One of them was 
to cry over his sins. The Hadith reads: 
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‘Uqbah ibn ‘Amir # narrates: “I met Rastlullah # 


and asked him: ‘Tell me what is the means of 
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salvation [in this world and in the Hereafter]?’ He 
replied: ‘Keep control of your tongue, let your 
house suffice for you, and cry over your sins.” 


We learn about the necessity and benefit of crying 
over one’s sins from this Hadith. Rasulullah # 
himself would be overcome by crying when 
reciting the Qur’an or when listening to a Sahabi 
# reciting it. The Sahabah #, Tabiin and 
righteous personalities after him would also cry 
out of Allah’s *& fear. Some elders would 
repeatedly recite a single verse until the morning. 
Hadrat Imam Abu _  Hanifah  rahimahullah 
performed the ‘isha salah and the imam read 
Strah az-Zilzal in it. After completing the salah, 
the imam departed, but Hadrat Imam Abu 
Hanifah rahimahullah held his beard and 
continued saying this until the morning: “O the 
Being who will give reward for a good deed even if 
it equals an iota, and will mete out punishment 
for an evil deed even if it equals an iota! Save this 
servant, Nu‘man [referring to himself], from the 
Hell-fire.” 


This was obviously Hadrat Imam  Sahib’s 
rahimahullah internal spiritual condition which is 
worthy of emulation. There is a need for us to 
direct ourselves to it. Hadrat Muslihul Ummat 
rahimahullah used to relate this incident with 
much emotion. He used to say: “Just as we make 
taqlid of his opinions, we ought to make taqlid of 
his spiritual condition.” I personally heard that 
when an imam read the verse: 
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“Surely the grip of your Lord is severe.” (Surah al- 
Buruj, 85: 12) 


Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah screamed 
out as if the roof was about to fall. On another 
occasion, the imam read the following verse in the 
fajr salah: 
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“Surely Hell is lying in wait. An abode for the 
transgressors.” (SUrah an-Naba’, 78: 21-22) 


Hadrat screamed out aloud on this occasion as 
well. 


Glory to Allah #! Such was the condition of our 
elders, but we do not possess such qualities. We 
neither have knowledge of this nor do we have a 
yearning for it. How, then, can true Din which 
could rectify and purify our hearts come into us? 
May Allah # inspire us to acquire these qualities. 
Amin. 


This insignificant servant wrote another 
important subject in I'tiraf-e-Qusur. If anyone 
asks you to pardon him for any crime which he 
committed against you — whether minor or major, 
whether wittingly or unwittingly - you must 
immediately lay his heart at rest and inform him 
that you bear no ill-feeling towards him. This will 
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certainly be considered to be your honour and 
good fortune. I think that if we were bear in mind 
the following Hadith, there will be no cause for 
such errors and crimes. The Hadith reads: 
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“The person who does not show mercy to our 
juniors and does nor accord respect to our 
seniors is not from among us.” 


This is no small warning. May Allah # protect us 
through His grace from becoming a target of this 
Hadith. 


This insignificant servant also included some 
incidents of the elders from which we learn that 
there are times when acts of disrespect and 
audaciousness are committed and they do not 
pardon them although they are filled with mercy, 
kindness and affection. In fact, they go to the 
extent of cursing the person. The misfortune of 
the person who is cursed by them is obvious. May 
Allah # protect us and keep us in His refuge. 
Amin. 


Just as Rasulullah # sought refuge from Allah’s 
4s wrath, he also sought refuge from the anger 
and displeasure of Allah’s % auliya’. Rasulullah 
made the following du‘a’: 
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“O Allah! I seek refuge in You from Your wrath 
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and from the wrath of Your auliyda’. 


We learn the necessity of safeguarding ourselves 
from the displeasure of Allah’s % auliya’. This 
means we must not do anything which would 
cause their displeasure, or to displease them in a 
manner which causes them to be displeased with 
us forever. 


I read a story somewhere about a husband and 
wife going on a journey. A pious elder (buzurg) 
was also travelling on the same path and he 
mistakenly pushed the woman. The husband 
became very angry and slapped him. He bore the 
slap, did not say anything, and continued on his 
way in a dignified manner. Later, the husband 
suddenly suffered from an inability to pass urine. 
He was severely discomforted and experienced 
much pain. He thought to himself that Allah % is 
punishing him because he caused pain to the 
traveller [the buzurg]. Upon thinking this, he 
proceeded quickly, met the buzurg, described his 
condition to him, and asked him for pardon. Look 
at the wonderful fact which the buzurg stated: “I 
had discomforted your wife, and not you. But you 
exacted revenge from me. In like manner, I did 
not exact any revenge from you. Rather, Allah % 
punished you on my behalf. You should therefore 
seek pardon from Allah 4%.” 


Friends! Such incidents occur even today. Just as 
wrong and oppression are committed daily, 
Allah’s 4 system of punishment and retribution is 
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continuing. This is irrespective of whether we 
understand it or not. If we understand this point, 
peace and tranquillity will be established in this 
world. Allah #% said the following in a Hadith 
Qudsi, and it is applicable until the day of 
Resurrection: 


“I have declared war on the person who causes 
any harm to My wali.” 


Any person wronging or harming any of the 
auliya’ — in fact, any Muslim because they are all 
the auliya’ of Allah 4% - should be prepared for 
disastrous consequences, and must be ready to 
bear suffering for it. 


We should never utter any word of criticism or 
disparaging remarks about any Muslim belonging 
to any group which is engaged in activities of 
knowledge, Din, da‘wah, etc., or against the 
leader of any such group. Such statements result 
in mutual disputes and arguments. 


As for making disrespectful and audacious 
statements against the noble imams [of 
jurisprudence] who have millions of followers, this 
is a most dangerous and hazardous act. 


Just recently I heard from a practising ‘alim that 
talks of certain short-sighted people are being 
played over cassettes in the Haram Sharif in 
which they openly criticize and disparage the 
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senior personalities of Deoband, and even go to 
the extent of labelling them deviates. Whereas 
even enemies cannot point a finger against the 
knowledge, wisdom, rectitude, piety and purity of 
these personalities. How sad! Such impure and 
vile talks are played in the Haram Sharif and 
people of little understanding are consequently 
having bad thoughts about the ‘ulamd’ of 
Deoband. This is certainly a cause of division and 
dissension among the Muslims. This is explicitly 
prohibited by Allah 4. 


A special word of advice 


We must always be mindful of one thing, viz. the 
pious ‘ulamad’ and aimmah mujtahidin (four 
imams) enjoy a lofty position in Allah’s * sight, 
and so, we have to safeguard ourselves against 
their opposition. It is highly possible for Allah *% 
to punish us in this very world. Such punishment 
would not necessarily be in the form of an illness, 
death in our family, or destruction of our wealth. 
Rather, it could take the form of non-enjoyment 
in our worship, or deprivation of iman. As was the 
case with Bal‘am Ba‘ura who used to engage in 
abundant remembrance of Allah 4. But when he 
showed disrespect to Hadrat Musa *#, Allah % 
snatched his iman away, his tongue began lolling 
like a dog’s, and he suffered loss in this world and 
in the Hereafter. May Allah 4 protect us. 


O Muslims, especially you who have some contact 
with Dini and Islamic groups! Be very cautious 
with your tongues and pens. Do not heap sins on 
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yourselves because it is a great deception to think 
you are fulfilling a religious service. Allah #% says 
in Surah al-Kahf: 
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“Those whose endeavours were always going 
astray in the life of this world and were on the 
assumption that they were working very well.” 
(Surah al-Kahf, 18: 104) 


O servants of Allah! Consider it essential to act on 
the following order of Allah %&: 
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“Hold fast to the rope of Allah altogether and do 
not sow dissension.” (Strah Al ‘Imran, 3: 103) 


Hadrat Maulana Shabbir Ahmad ‘Uthmani 
rahimahullah has written a very enlightening 
commentary to this verse. I am quoting it 
verbatim: 


“You should altogether hold on firmly to the 
Qur’an which is the strong rope of Allah. This 
rope can never break, but it can slip out of your 
hands. If you all get together and continue 
holding to it with all your might, no Satan will be 
able to succeed in his wicked activities. Like the 
individual life, the collective strength of the 
Muslim community will also become unshakeable 
and unruffled. It is only by holding on to the 
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Qur’an that the scattered strengths can be 
gathered and a dead community acquire fresh 
life. However, holding on to the Qur’an does not 
mean that it becomes a prey of one’s personal 
opinions, whims and desires. Only such a 
meaning of the Qur’an can be reliable if it is not 
against the authentic Ahadith and the explicit 
sayings of the pious predecessors.” (Tafsir-e- 
‘Uthmani) 


We learn from this that just as it is necessary for 
Muslims to hold firmly to Allah’s rope, it is 
essential for them to stay away from dissension. 
Now look at the detestability of dissension and 
discord: holding on to Allah’s rope is not 
sufficient, rather, it is essential to stay away from 
dissension so that the unity of the ummah is 
maintained, and mutual agreement and concord 
remains. We will have to bear in mind the 
teachings of our elders in this regard. 


Shaykh al-‘Arab wa al-‘Ajam Haji Imdadullah 
Sahib Muhajir Makki rahimahullah said: “People 
talk about mutual agreement and concord, but 
they do not adopt the way of acquiring it. It can 
be achieved by developing humility, submission, 
and servitude within us. When we acquire these 
qualities, we will see the good qualities and merits 
of others. We will not see any good in our selves. 
Instead, we will look at our own defects and 
faults. When this happens, then instead of 
discord, mutual agreement and unity will become 
easy. Obviously, the ability to look at one’s own 
faults is solely an Allah-bestowed gift. Rasulullah 
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said: “When Allah * wills good for a person, he 
bestows him with understanding of Din, makes 
him abstinent in this world, and enables him to 
examine his own faults.” 


Rasulullah # also said: “When you think of 
speaking about the faults of others, look at your 
own faults first.” (Kashf al-Khifa@’, vol. 1, p. 69) 


We learn of the loftiness of the condition of the 
person who examines his own faults. Our elders 
were filled with this quality. Hadrat Muslihul 
Ummat Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah 
used to read this couplet regularly: 


“I was criticizing others, but no sooner I opened 
my eyes, I found my heart to be densely filled 
with faults and defects.” 


‘Arif Billah Maulana Muhammad Ahmad Sahib 
rahimahullah conveys the same theme as follows: 


“The moment I opened my eyes, my own position 
and rank fell down before me.” 


Look at the excellent words of Bahadur Shah 
Zafar rahimahullah: 


“When we were not mindful of our own condition, 
we continued looking at the faults and merits of 
others. No sooner we set eyes on our own evils, 
we did not consider anyone else to be evil. O 
Zafar! Do not consider such a person to be a 
human no matter how intelligent he may be, if he 
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is not mindful of Allah 4 when in comfort, and 
not fearful of Him when angry.” 


May Allah # enable all of us to see our own faults 
and make the way easy for us. This is most 
certainly easy for Allah 4%. 


In short, we related many stories and incidents 
from the lives of the pious elders from which we 
can learn about their humility, submission, 
beseeching Allah %, asking for His pardon, and 
pardoning others. Insha Allah, the hard hearts of 
the readers will not only soften, but turn to wax. 
Obviously, if the person reads with sincerity, he 
will certainly develop soft-heartedness. If not, 
there will be no difference between such a hard 
heart and a rock. May Allah #& protect us. 


I consider it appropriate to quote the words of 
Hadrat Shaykh Abu al-Mawahib ‘Abd al-Wahhab 
ibn Ahmad ash-Sha‘rani rahimahullah which he 
wrote in the introduction to at-Tabaqat al-Kubra: 


“There is one additional point which I 
would like to add: The person who reads 
books of this nature and does not 
develop an inclination and yearning for 
the way of Allah 4%, is enumerated among 
the dead. Was salam.” 


Unfortunately, we do not even make the time to 
read such books. In fact, even people who are 
very close to us do not have the desire to read. 
How, then, can we acquire proximity with and 
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recognition of Allah 4? How will the soul acquire 
purity -— whose acquisition was an important 
objective of Rastlullah’s commissioning as a 
Prophet? Allah 4 alone gives inspiration. 


Allah # related the stories of the Prophets %& in 
the Qur’an and Rasulullah # explained them in 
detail so that the ummah may take admonition, 
pay heed, and the way may become clear to it. If 
these stories are read with the intention of taking 
admonition and with the eyes of the heart — insha 
Allah — they will certainly be of benefit. By reading 
about the excellent lives of the elders, insha Allah 
— one will develop a desire to emulate their lives 
and there is the possibility of being blessed with a 
share of their lives. This is certainly not difficult 
for Allah 4. 


I end this subject with an important du‘da’ of 
Rasulullah #. It demonstrates his absolute fear, 
submission and servitude: 
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“OQ Allah! Endow me with eyes which tear 
profusely and thereby drench the heart with 
flowing tears out of Your fear before the arrival of 


the time when tears turn into blood and jaws turn 
into embers.” 


O Allah! Enable us to make this du‘ad’ with 
absolute devotion and bestow us with the 
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blessings of Rabi‘ al-Awwal. Amin. What an 
excellent couplet is said about this month: 
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“This month enjoys a lofty position in Islam, and 
its loftiness surpasses the other months. Spring 
in spring time in spring time, coming with 
effulgence above effulgence above another 
effulgence.” 


Muhammad Qamar az-Zaman Ilahabadi 
Rabi‘ al-Awwal 1429 A.H. 


The essence of the Tariqah 


I now conclude the synopsis of this book with an 
academic discussion of Hadrat Muslihul Ummat 
Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah 
with a bit of commentary. Inspiration is from 
Allah 4 alone. 


He said: There are two fundamentals for the basis 
of the Tariqah (in fact, of Islam), viz. humility 
(tawadu) and placing one’s trust in Allah *% 
(tawakkul). A person will be able to rectify his 
relationship with Allah’s creation through 
humility, and with Allah #% through trust in Him. 
These two are the fundamentals of Islam and the 
Tariqah. 
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In several places in the Qur’an, Allah * clearly 
instructed Rastlullah # himself and the ummah 
at large to place their trust in Him. Allah % says: 
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“Once you have decided over the matter, place 
your trust in Allah. Allah loves those who place 
their trust in Him.” (Sdrah Al ‘Imran, 3: 159) 
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“Place your trust in Allah alone if you are 
believers.” 


Just as Allah % ordered us to place our trust in 
Him, he ordered Rastlullah # to be humble with 
the believers. Allah %& says: 


“Lower your wing of humility for the believers.” 
(Strah al-Hijr, 15: 88) 
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“Keep yourself with those who invoke their 
Sustainer morning and evening, seeking His 
countenance. Let not your eyes overlook them, 


seeking the adornment of this worldly life.” 
(Strah al-Kahf, 18: 28) 
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Now ponder over this: The leader of the Prophets 
and Messengers # is ordered to come out of his 
blessed house and to remain with the 
downtrodden and broken-hearted people. It is 
essential for him to console them even if he has to 
bear hardships. Now consider the following 
Hadith in this regard. Rastlullah # and the entire 
ummah are commanded to adopt mutual 
humility. 
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Hadrat Jabir ibn Hammad # narrates that 
Rastlullah # said: “Allah * revealed to me 
saying: ‘You all must adopt humility so that no 
person may commit an excess against another, 
and no person may vex pride over another.” 


Linguists tells us that the word baghy means 
transgression and committing an excess. We 
learn from this that the person who is sharp- 
tongued is really a transgressor and he has no 
share whatsoever of any humility which is 
ordered in the above Hadith with much 
importance. This is because Rastlullah % said 
that Allah * revealed to him. This in itself shows 
its importance because there is no statement of 
Rastlullah # which is not instructed to him by 
Allah 4. Allah # says: 
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“He does not speak by the desire of his soul. It is 
solely an order which is sent down.” (Surah an- 
Najm, 53: 3) 


In the light of the Hadith, we can say that control 
and protection of the tongue is a sign of humility, 
and a person who is sharp-tongued cannot be a 
humble person. No matter what people may think 
of him, he is not a humble person. 
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Allah 4 instructed Da’ud *% saying: “When you 
see a person seeking Me, you must become his 
attendant (khadim).” 


Another lengthy narration is quoted in Hilyatul 
Auliya’ in which the above statement is quoted as 
follows: 
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“When you see a person seeking Me, you must 
become My attendant.” 


Look at the lofty position of the person who seeks 

Allah 4. We ourselves have to seek Allah #, and if 

we seek a person in Allah’s quest, we must give 

due consideration to him and, in fact, we must 

serve him and attend to him. We should not shun 
61 


such a person as is the norm of those who are 
blind to the etiquette of the Tariqah. We seek 
refuge in Allah 4. 


In like manner, we have to value those who are 
going through grief, worry and stress. Attaching 
ourselves to them will take us closer to Allah %. 
Instead of pride and arrogance, we must develop 
humility and submission within us so that the 
way to Allah’s %& proximity is made easy for us. 


The following is stated in Hilyatul Auliya’: 
Jee el SE thal cal Sy ke reed ale Cogs UU SB pla oy LULs oe 
(ENT Oe Ve cold gi a+) rh 5) 3 pS 


Malik ibn Dinar narrates that Musa %« asked: “O 
Allah! Where should I seek You?” Allah 4 replied: 
“Seek Me by those who are broken-hearted.” 


Khwajah Muhammad Ma‘sum rahimahullah said: 
“When any item breaks, its value decreases. But 
the more the heart breaks, the more its value 
increases.” 


A similar meaning is conveyed in ‘Allamah Iqbal’s 
famous couplet: 


“Do not safeguard and preserve your heart for it 
is a mirror. When this mirror is broken, it is 


valued in the sight of the Maker of the mirror.” 


Another couplet conveys the same meaning: 
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“The intoxication of recognition [of Allah %] 
inhabits a broken heart. I have heard that this 
glass [heart] is best when it is intoxicated [in 
Allah’s love].” 


Pardoning, overlooking and submitting one’s 
self 


Hadrat Shah Ghulam ‘Alt Dehlawi Mujaddidi 
rahimahullah wrote a letter to Hadrat Maulana 
Khalid Kurdi rahimahullah advising him thus: 


“It is not appropriate for you and I to 
exact revenge from anyone. Patience 
and pardoning are the minimum habits 
and traits of the Sufis. May Allah *% 
enable us to practise on this verse: 
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“Repulse evil with goodness and a trait 
that is admirable.” 


Ponder carefully over the consequence 
of every act so that the Sufi fraternity is 
not defamed. Setting your sight on 
Allah’s will, divine fate, or on the act of 
Allah must become your firmly 
embedded trait. Was salam.” 


He wrote the following reply to a letter of Qadi 
Shamshir Khan Sahib rahimahullah: 
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“As-salamu ‘alaykum. I was pleased to 
receive your letter. Spend your life and 
your blessed breaths in  Allah’s 
remembrance. Consider constant dhikr, 
devotion, humility and submission to be 
essential traits. Spend your time in 
meditation (muragabah) and recitation 
of the Qur’an. Convey my salam to our 
friends and emphasise on them to 
adhere to salah, dhikr, istighfar, durud 
and recitation of the Qur’an. Was 
salam.” 


He advised another person as follows: 


“You must constantly adhere to the 
following points as much as possible. 
Direct your attention and focus towards 
Allah at every moment, remain 
expectant of His bestowal, abstain from 
the company of sinners and _ the 
heedless, be soft in speech, abstain 
from debates and disputes, give no 
space to malice and enmity in your 
heart, consider events to be divinely 
destined, and so, do not quarrel with 
anyone, and imbibe good character.” (al- 
Furqan, Rabi al-Awwal 1392 A.H.) 


If we practise on these internal Sunnahs of 
Rasulullah # and spiritual lives of the pious 
elders, Allah * will certainly bestow us with 
internal and spiritual fruits by His grace and 
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generosity. May Allah # bestow all of us with this 
good fortune. Amin. 


Gaining Allah’s love is dependent on following 
the path of the Sunnah 


Hadrat Sayyiduna ‘Abd al-Qadir  Jilani 
rahimahullah writes on the fruits and benefits of 
following the Sunnah: 
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“Allah 4 states that the way to acquire His love is 
to follow the words, actions and mannerisms of 
Rasulullah . When a person follows Rastlullah’s 
# words and actions, he will acquire the internal 
fruit and benefit of emulating him. This is 
because Allah’s bestowals are obtained through 
good deeds.” (Futth al-Ghayb) 


The above verse explains the Tariqah and the 
objective. We now quote to you the enlightening 
explanation of Hadrat Sayyiduna ‘Abd al-Quddus 
Gangohi quddisa sirruhu from Lata’if-e-Quddusi. 
Insha Allah, the reader will benefit from it. 


Any enlightenment and joy which is not 
accompanied with emulation of the Sunnah is 
a deception and whispering from Satan 


My dear friends! Allah * says the following to 
those who make false claims of love for Allah 4: 
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“Say: If you love Allah then follow me, and Allah 
will love you.” 


It is clear from this that Allah’s *% love and 
friendship for His servants is dependent on 
following Rastlullah #. Thus, following the 
Shariah is an indication of guidance and a sign of 
piety. This is because the external is a reflection 
of the internal, and one can gauge the internal 
through the external. 


Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah said in this regard: “O 
Sa‘di! If you abandon the path of Rastlullah %, it 
is impossible for you to tread the straight path.” 
This means that if a person is not able to tread 
the path of Rasulullah #, let alone not obtaining 
the true bounty of Allah #%, he will not even get 
the dust of that path. Any enlightenment and joy 
which was not obtained through the defence and 
protection of the Shari'ah must be considered to 
be a deception, trick, and whispering of Satan. 
Many people of suluk deviated from the path 
when they did not have the refuge of the Shari'ah. 
The majority of the people of tauhid fall into 
deviation when they do not remain steadfast on 
the Shariah. In other words, anything which is 
not under the command and demand of the 
Shariah is unanimously considered to be a 
whispering from the cursed Satan. 


My friends! Even if a person acquires perfection 
in the knowledge of Allah’s oneness and cognition 
(ma‘rifat), and he is also a sa@hib-e-nisbat and a 
person who performs supernatural feats, but if he 
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is not firm on the injunctions of the Shariah, he 
is not safe from deception. If a person continues 
receiving Allah’s bounties despite his non- 
compliance to the Shariah and his internal 
condition remains the same_ despite his 
disrespect, then this is also a deception.” (Lata’if- 
e-Quddisi) 


Hadrat Maulana Qadi Thana’ullah Panipatti 
rahimahullah wrote a very enlightening article on 
this subject in his book Irshad at-Talibin. The 
essence of his article follows: 


A person cannot attain the level of wilayat 


without practising on the internal and 
external Sunnahs 


It is said that one can acquire influence by 
practising on kashf (expositions), supernatural 
feats, and conceptual matters. This is why the 
sages of the Ishraqiyyin and the yogis of India 
used to enjoy such powers. But these powers are 
not considered by the Ahlullah. They will not even 
purchase such powers with walnuts and dates. It 
is not possible to repulse the evils of the soul and 
Satanic whisperings without following’ the 
Sunnah. 


He writes further on: 


When supernatural feats are manifested together 
with following the Sunnah, the Shari‘ah and 
steadfastness (istiqamat), this can be a proof of 
wilayat. But the strongest proof for it is what is 
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established from the Hadith, viz. a person thinks 
of Allah 4 by merely looking at and staying in the 
wali’s company, and everything apart from Allah 
4s disappears from his heart. (Irshad at-Talibin, 
Persian, p. 24) 


Hadrat Muslihul Ummat Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib 
rahimahullah said: “A thought came to my mind 
at this point, viz. people of incorrect intentions 
can also follow the Sunnah out of show and 
ostentation. How, then, will we be able to 
differentiate between karamat and non-karamdat, 
and wilayat and non-wilayat? The moment this 
thought crossed my mind, its answer immediately 
settled in my heart: Allah * will not give such 
people the inspiration (taufiq) to follow the 
Sunnah. 


All beauty and perfection is concealed in 
following the Sunnah 


Shaykh ‘Ali ibn Abt Bakr quddisa sirruhu states 
in Ma'‘arij al-Bidayah: Every person’s beauty and 
perfection in all matters - external, internal, 
fundamental, subsidiary, mental, physical, 
habitual, devotional — is concealed in following 
the Sunnah. (Aqwal-e-Salaf, vol. 3, p. 155) 


The path of acceptance is confined to 
following the Sunnah 


The head teacher of Dar al-‘Ulum Deoband, 
Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ya‘qub Sahib 
rahimahullah said: “The path of acceptance is 
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confined to following the Sunnah externally, 
internally, in one’s beliefs and in one’s actions. 
Turning away from bid‘at (innovations) and 
customs in today’s times is the essence of 
following the Sunnah.” (Maktubat Ya‘qubi, p. 11) 


Hadrat Muslihul Ummat Maulana Shah 
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah says thereafter: 
“I have not come across such a concise and all- 
embracing statement on this — subject.” 
(Wasiyyatul Akhlaq, p. 48) 


The essence of the Tariqah 


Just ponder! These statements of our elders on 
the necessity and importance of following the 
Sunnah are as clear as the sun. The essence of 
the Tariqah therefore entails treading the path of 
the Sunnah. The one who follows it can acquire 
the good fortune of Din, this worldly life, and the 
Hereafter. As for other paths, they are fraught 
with danger and nothing else. We seek refuge in 
Allah 4. 


I consider it essential for myself, my friends and 
my associates — in fact, for every Muslim —- to 
endeavour to practise on the external and 
internal Sunnahs so that we can acquire Allah’s 
proximity and acceptance. This is certainly not 
difficult for Allah 4%. 


Lee jal oy thy hile pd eek IS de Eb) LI) ably Lyi W etl Ley 
cpbba) Gy ab Lebly cpl be prey Opdrey 
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Bayt al-Adhkar, Wasiyyabad, Ilahabad 
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PRELUDE 


eel el ab ees 
CAI yey de claiy otet 


This book which is before the reader is a 
collection of Muslihul Ummat Muhiyyus Sunnat 
Hadrat Maulana Wasiyyullah Sahib’s quddisa 
sirruhu talks which he delivered in his assemblies 
in Ramadan al-Mubarak 1383 A.H. Hadrat 
Maulana rahimahullah proof read this collection 
and gave it the name: 


precy ale al gle ill cptee bel ope gill pe sleazy Gl iey! 


“Acknowledgement of and seeking forgiveness for 
sins is one of the greatest Sunnahs of the Prophet 
ae.” 


Glory to Allah! The title itself is the essence and 
core of the entire subject, we can gauge its 
importance and _ significance from this. This 
subject was published in parts in Ma'rifat-e-Haqq 
in 1383 A.H. and was well accepted. This subject 
is certainly beneficial and necessary for everyone, 
especially for the people of suluk. They have to be 
constantly aware of it and bring it into practice. 


Hadrat Maulana rahimahullah needs’ no 
introduction, nor is there any real need to write 
anything about his lofty talks. If you read this 
book with concentration, your heart will 


71 


spontaneously perceive its benefit and effect. In 
short, Hadrat Maulana rahimahullah presents a 
special Sunnah of Rastlullah # and explains his 
submission and humility to Allah % in the light of 
a du‘d’ which he made: 


ceidy Co SRA Fath ately gh oteteal Cael teal pT tly 
ses Assis uo idl Jus Oh ests ised de Ge 
OS S85 ge BS Lely CS OU bas Bs lets i) wt 


fai aU 5 vere 5 


“Iam the one who is afflicted, the one who is in 
need, the one who is crying out for help, the one 
who is seeking refuge, the one who is in fear, the 
one who is in awe [of You], the one who admits 
and confesses his sins. I beg of You the begging of 
a destitute, I beseech You the beseeching of a 
wretched sinner, I ask You the asking of a fearful 
person who has been afflicted by a calamity, and 
the asking of the person whose neck is submitted 
before You, whose tears are flowing for You, 
whose body is humbled before You, and who has 
submitted himself before You.” 


This du‘d’ is included in Munajat-e-Magqbul in the 
third manzil, and we normally read it as a daily 
practice. But after reading Hadrat Maulana’s 
rahimahullah work, it creates a_ special 
importance and significance for this du‘a’ in our 
heart. Moreover, we learn many rules and 
regulations of sulik from which we can gauge 
Hadrat Maulana’s rahimahullah level and rank in 
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knowledge and research. The heart testifies to the 
fact that many personalities correctly understand 
Rasulullah’s # teachings and even his references. 
And because these are pious. personalities, 
whatever they say has an effect on the heart, and 
people benefit from it. This is the bounty of Allah 
4s which He bestows on whomever He wills. I am 
presenting a few examples to enlighten the reader 
and to fully comprehend this subject. 


Despite Rasulullah # being ma'‘sum (divinely 
protected from sin), he made the above du‘d’ 
which displays his absolute and total submission 
and humility. Or it could mean that the Prophets 
x8) knew that this was the one and only way to 
enter the path. 


A poet says: “The buzurgs left their piety at His 
court of mercy and piety.” 


No matter how much a servant humbles and 
submits himself before Allah *%, it is not 
sufficient. The Prophets *| possessed perfect 
recognition of Allah *%. This is why these 
personalities [pious elders] consider themselves to 
be sinners before them. 


Now if this is the way of prophet-hood 
(nubuwwat), wilayat is most certainly subservient 
to it and is not a different entity. It is thus 
impossible for a wali to follow any path which is 
different from this path. A poet says: “Any person 
who follows a path which is different from the 
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path of Rastlullah # will never reach his 
destination.” 


Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah then 
quotes many stories and du‘a’s of the pious 
elders. While relating how they followed the 
Sunnah, he says: “Rastlullah # taught the 
ummah this du‘a: I am the one who is 
afflicted...’. Now look how well the ummah learnt 
this du‘a’ and practised on it.” What was the 
reason for Rastlullah # making this du‘d’ and 
acknowledging a sin when he was not a sinner, 
when he was in fact ma‘sim? Hadrat says in this 
regard: 


Allah 4 says in the Qur’an: 
ie STG Ble Sse pals Resi passe Oye Tg 


“There are others who have confessed their sins 
[after] having mixed a righteous deed with 
another that was evil.” (Surah at-Taubah, 9: 102) 


This verse praises those who acknowledge their 
sins and speaks highly of them. Rastlullah’s 


rank was one of 01,4) aie ols (his character was a 


physical manifestation of the Qur’an). How, then, 
could Rastlullah # turn away from acquiring this 
merit!? We know that every virtue and merit is 
found to perfection in the Prophets 4. 
Rasulullah # therefore stood in the line of the 
sinners, acknowledged his sins, and cried before 
Allah % and beseeched Him to the extent of 
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fulfilling this duty as well, and surpassed 
everyone in repentance and seeking forgiveness. 


Look at the words which he chose for himself — 
words which no one else could have uttered. He 
said: “I am the one who is afflicted, the one who is 
in need, the one who is crying out for help, the 
one who is seeking refuge, the one who is in fear, 
the one who is in awe [of You], the one who 
admits and confesses his sins...” 


Glory to Allah! Look at the level of acknowledging 
one’s sins and the manner in which he consoled 
and pacified the sinners through this du'a’? Look 
at the level of concern for the condition of sinners 
by saying to them that he is a Prophet for them as 
well. If he were to abandon them, where will they 
go to? Really, there is no shaykh who will lower 
himself to the level of his murid and tutor him in 
such a way as demonstrated by Rasulullah &. 


You [the reader] can gauge the effectiveness and 
influence of this subject. This is why I felt the 
need to collate all these talks and statements 
which are scattered in different books and articles 
and to bring them together in one single book. In 
this way, it will be easy to benefit from them. 


Please make du‘d@’ Allah *% accepts _ this 
insignificant servant and enables us all to benefit 
from this book. 


Was salam 
A servant of Hadrat Muslihul Ummat 
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(Hadrat Maulana ‘Abd ar-Rahman Sahib Jami 
rahimahullah) 

Khanqah Wasiyy al-Iahi, lahabad 

1383 A.H. 


76 


THE ACTUAL BOOK 


eel el abl ees 
ESI dpe de dlaig oat 


Hadrat Muslihul Ummat Maulana Shah 
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah says: 


I am quoting two Ahadith from Mishkat Sharif. 
They are the basis for the Sufis’ statements 
wherein they sometimes give preference to a 
sinner over a worshipper. The Sufis says: 


abl oe ae pel 
“A sinner is better than a person who claims 
piety.” 


I will explain this statement in detail further on. 
Now listen to the first Hadith: 


abl das Y ably JB Dy OF Ste plang abe ail Le all Ign) Of Cae ye 
Bg ond wel Y gf al de Sly GUIS Ge JB ke atl oly oul 
(plne olay) SE LS gh elles chamly OW ost 


Hadrat Jundub # narrates that Rasulullah # 
related: “A person said: I take an oath by Allah % 
that Allah *% will not forgive such and such 
person.’ Allah 4 said: ‘Who is this person who is 
taking an oath in My name saying that I will not 
forgive such and such person? Listen! I have 
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forgiven him and I have cancelled [all your good] 
deeds.” 


US Elery O} ply ale abl he dil Spee SE SB aie a i bn Ul oF 
ok Jemd ide Spf a Vig Solel G Agee Lol lee Wile! os 
JU (aaberrnl C53 de Legs org > yg che pid cad CT Lee il 
EUs Vy 15) EU abl pis Y ably SLB LB) le tel ayy gle Sta «pa 
WAI feol C5 LW Sl ote Leet Legoland (Le a) ab) Gad ca 
JB. bk Y J cam cue de jbé ol tease PW Ibs Gay 

(dal elgyy tdl SL) 4: Iyendl 


Hadrat Abu Hurayrah # narrates that Rasulullah 
# said: “There were two persons in the Bani Isra’l 
who loved each other. One of them used to strive 
in his worship while the other used to say: Tama 
sinner.’ The one who used to strive in his worship 
[the worshipper] used to say to the sinner: ‘Give 
up what you are doing.’ The sinner would reply: 
‘Leave me to my Lord.’ (it is between me and Him. 
He used to say this out of love and hope) One day 
he saw him committing a sin which he considered 
to be a very serious sin. So the worshipper said to 
him: ‘Give it up.’ He replied: ‘Leave me to my 
Lord. (it is between me and Him). Do you think 
you have been sent to guard me?’ He replied: 
‘Allah will never forgive you and will never admit 
you into Paradise.’ Allah #% sent an angel who 
took away their souls. They then presented 
themselves before Allah 4. Allah #% addressed the 
sinner: ‘You may enter Paradise by virtue of My 
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mercy.’ He addressed the other: ‘Do you think you 
have the power to stop My mercy reaching him?’ 
He replied: ‘No, my Lord.’ Allah # ordered [the 
angels]: ‘Take him to the Hell-fire.” 


The need to rectify our character 


The Sufis lay great stress on good character and 
prohibit from evil character. The basis of evil 
character is pride and ostentation. These evils 
also develop through worship, and they cause a 
person to scorn and deride others. Any person 
possessing these evils can never attain a lofty 
position and rank in Allah’s *% court. Therefore, 
more than worship, it is more important to pay 
attention to this evil. There are many statements 
of the Sufis in which they speak out against this 
evil. A poet says: 


“Due to arrogance and pride within himself, an 
ascetic (zahid) could not tread the path safely. 
Whereas an immoral person entered Dar as- 
Salam (Paradise) because of his submission and 
crying [before Allah 4]. 


Another poet says: 


“This type of worship (which is filled with pride 
and ostentation) will not avail you in any way. Go 
and apologize for your shortcomings in obeying 
[Allah 4].” 


I am explaining the sources of the teachings of 
the Sufis. Their sources are the very Ahadith 
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which are related from Rasulullah #. The 
outcome and consequence is mentioned in the 
above Hadith, viz. the ostentatious worshipper 
was ordered to Hell while the sinner was sent to 
Paradise. The Sufis who are the true followers of 
the Sunnah save the sdlikin from such slippery 
places. Look at how kind and affectionate they 
are to us, and look at how they tread this blessed 
path. May Allah # reward them with the best of 
rewards. 


Understand well that any step which does not 
follow the footsteps of Rasulullah # is invalid and 
unacceptable in Allah’s # court. Hadrat Junayd 
rahimahullah says: 


poly tele abl leo abl Spee Jf casi oye Y) Sagdene LES Gell 


“All the paths are closed except the one who 
follows the footsteps of Rastlullah #.” 


This is the meaning of Shaykh Sa‘di’s 
rahimahullah words: 


“O Sa‘di! Don’t ever think you will be able to cross 
the path to Safa without Rastlullah #. The 
person who follows a path different from 
Rasulullah’s # will not reach his destination.” 


Rastlullah # presented a perfect example so that 
the great mashda’ikh may lead the sinners on the 
same path. The perfect example is _ his 
acknowledgement of sins with his words, actions 
and conditions. He did this so that the 
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desirability of acknowledging sins may settle 
firmly in the minds of the people. This is how 
Rasulullah # supplicated to Allah 4: 


cgi, CB foAN Heth opattll sles tates Coe staal 2th Uy 
ses Abs Wo) dl Jug Oh sis asd dhe GIL 
iS 385 bse OU Cy ct GU cas Bs oleds GU rtd 


vt a 5 venee > 


“I am the one who is afflicted, the one who is in 
need, the one who is crying out for help, the one 
who is seeking refuge, the one who is in fear, the 
one who is in awe [of You], the one who admits 
and confesses his sins. I beg of You the begging of 
a destitute, I beseech You the beseeching of a 
wretched sinner, I ask You the asking of a fearful 
person who has been afflicted by a calamity, and 
the asking of the person whose neck is submitted 
before You, whose tears are flowing for You, 
whose body is humbled before You, and who has 
submitted himself before You.” 


Although Rastlullah # was the chief of all the 
Prophets ##&\, look at the humble words which he 
uttered. He is crying before Allah #% and saying 
that he is in need, in fear, is acknowledging his 
sins, is a destitute, and a wretched sinner. This 
was his perfect humility and also a lesson to the 
ummah which taught them: O people! When a 
personality like this who is ma‘sum (sinless and 
divinely protected from sin) can submit and 
humble himself in such a way, how much more 
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should ordinary people who are filled with sins 
and engrossed in sins by day and night beseech 
Allah # and cry out to him!? This was the 
Sunnah of all the Prophets *## and the salient 
feature of the pious elders of every era. 


We will relate stories of the pious elders later on. 
Understand one thing at this point: these words 
of humility and servitude which Rastlullah # 
expressed are known as ‘uruj and nuzul in the 
terminology of the Sufis. 


Nuzul is superior to ‘uruj 


Nuzul (lowering and humbling oneself) is 
unanimously considered to be superior to ‘uri 
(making one’s self lofty and high). This is because 
it [nuzul] shows servitude, and servitude is 
superior to and higher than all other ranks. I 
remember an incident of Hadrat Haji Imdadullah 
Sahib rahimahullah: Someone asked _ him: 
“Hadrat, there is a famous story about Sayyiduna 
‘Abd al-Qadir Jilani rahimahullah. He sat on the 
pulpit of the Jami‘ Musjid of Baghdad and said: 
‘My feet are on the necks of all the auliyd’.’ Allah 
48 caused his statement to be conveyed to the 
ears of all the auliyad’ and they all replied by 
saying: cols I) Je Jb (let alone our necks, his feet 
are even over our heads and eyes). From this 
incident we gauge that the Qadiriyyah silsilah 
(spiritual lineage) is superior to the other 
silsilahs.” Hadrat Haji Sahib quddisa sirruhu 
replied: “No. How can its superiority be proven 
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from this? The most we can learn from this 
statement of Hadrat Sayyiduna ‘Abd al-Qadir 
Jilani rahimahullah is that he was experiencing 
‘uruj, while all the other quliyd’ were experiencing 
nuzul, and nuzulis superior to ‘urtj. This issue is 
unanimously accepted by the Sufis.” 


The shaykh lowers himself (nuzul) for the 
sake of rectifying his talibin 


It is the practice of these pious personalities to 
lower themselves for the sake of rectifying their 
talibin (seekers), and they would speak to the 
person according to his intellect. If the shaykh 
were to remain on his own level and speak 
according to his own condition, the talibin will not 
benefit. This is because a talib cannot bear the 
weight of the shaykh’s conditions. You can now 
understand this in the same light: When 
Rasulullah’s # focus was on rectifying the 
ummah, he lowered himself from his lofty and 
high position, took their conditions and 
capabilities into consideration, and rectified and 
tutored them accordingly. In this way, the above 
du‘a’ has become a Sunnah for the entire ummah. 


Despite the different levels and ranks of the 
people of this ummah, they are all required to 
make this du‘a’ an asylum for their lives. 
Humility is obviously the basis for all good 
attributes and character. Rastlullah # was 
commissioned with the express purpose of 
teaching good character. Had he made a mere 
verbal proclamation by saying: “O people! Adopt 
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humility.” No one would have understood what 
humility is and how it has to be adopted. He 
therefore placed himself in the row of sinners and 
disobedient ones, and turned to Allah *# with 
repentance. He then uttered each of those words 
which ought to be uttered by a sinner. Together 
with uttering the words verbally, he himself 
became a manifestation of humility, servitude and 
need. He was sent as a teacher, and had he not 
taught it in this manner, the ummah would not 
have learnt about it. 


Rastlullah’s #% favour on this ummah 


You must understand one additional point here. 
When Rasulullah # presented a perfect example 
for the sinners by his words, actions and 
conditions, he actually did us a great favour 
because a person could have assumed that 
because a sinner is a criminal, he cannot have 
the courage to address Allah *%, and he would 
stutter and falter at the time when he had to 
acknowledge his sin. A poet says: 


Phd” ons I lsd os — aonghy cet! dlorLus dol 


“I would like to engage in private conversation 
with the True Beloved [Allah 4] in different ways. 
But the tongue of sinners is weak and feeble. 
How, then, can I do this?” 


But after Rasulullah # taught us how to 

acknowledge our sins, it will not be correct to say 

that the tongue of sinners is weak and feeble. At 
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times a person expresses his own thoughts by 
himself. And at times, he expresses the thoughts 
of others on their behalf with his tongue. In this 
case, Rasulullah #% expresses the thoughts of the 
sinners on their behalf. Now if any sinner utters 
the same words, he will be uttering the words of 
Rasulullah #%. Obviously, Rasulullah’s # tongue 
was not weak and feeble. Therefore, when a 
sinner utters these words at the time of 
acknowledging his sins, his tongue would not be 
weak and feeble. This is because he is not 
uttering them with his own tongue but through 
the tongue of Rastlullah #. 


After hearing this du‘d’ of Rasulullah #, no sinner 
can think that his tongue his weak and feeble. 
Based on this, the poet’s statement is not correct. 
In other words, after Rasulullah # made this 
du‘a’, no sinner’s tongue can be weak and feeble. 


Rastlullah # made this du‘d’ despite being 
ma‘sum. He either made it out of total humility 
and servitude, or because he and the other 
Prophets %s understood that this was the only 
way of admission [in Allah’s court]. A poet says: 


“The greatest of people abandon thoughts of their 
greatness in Allah’s court of affection and 
greatness.” 


No matter how much a servant lowers and 
submits himself before his Master [Allah 48], it is 
insufficient. The Prophets #& possess total and 
perfect recognition of Allah %. This is why they 
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consider themselves sinners before Him. Now if 
this is the norm with prophet-hood (nubuwwat), 
then wilayat is a subsidiary of nubuwwat and 
subservient to it. It is not a separate independent 
entity. That is why no walican have the audacity 
to move away from this path and choose a 
different path. A poet says: 


“Any one who chooses a path different from the 
path of Rastlullah # will never reach his 
destination.” 


Arrogance and self-conceit are attributes of 
Satan 


I had said that this [way of humility and 
servitude] is the only way [to Allah 4%]. 
Understand this statement as follows: Satan was 
the first to display arrogance and self-conceit. He 
considered himself to be better than Hadrat Adam 
%8|. Pharaoh also followed him and said in his 
extreme pride: 


eM eS us 
“I am your lord, most high.” 


In fact, Pharaoh surpassed Satan in this regard 
because Satan’s statement was in comparison to 
Hadrat Adam % while this wretched person 
[Pharaoh] said it against Allah 4% and claimed to 
be the highest lord. The fate which these two met 
because of these statements is clear, i.e. Satan 
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became accursed, and Pharaoh was rejected and 
repulsed. 


The Prophets 8% had the above scene before 
them, and on the other side, they had the scene 
of Allah’s & might and power before which they 
considered their own existence to be nothing. In 
addition to this, they presented themselves before 
Allah 4 as incapable, poor, sinful, insignificant 
servants, and as people who acknowledge their 
sins. On one hand, the story of Satan prompted 
them to do this, and on the other hand, they 
acknowledged Allah’s greatness, His might and 
power overwhelms their hearts. 


Consequently, the more the greatness of Allah % 
settles in the heart, the more a person considers 
himself insignificant and worthless before Allah 
4s. We can gauge from this the extent of Allah’s *% 
greatness in Rasulullah’s # pure heart, but we 
cannot estimate it correctly because it is an 
internal matter. 


The heart of a believer is a manifestation of Allah 
4. Rastlullah # is the core of this universe and 
the reason behind its creation. Thus, the extent of 
Allah’s manifestation in Rastlullah’s ae 
illuminated heart is obvious. An inkling of this 
can be gauged from the words which he uttered. 
For example, he said: 
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vow titel Gsen ah staal 4g ty 


“I am the one who is afflicted, the one who is in 
need, the one who is crying out for help, the one 
who is seeking refuge...” 


Rasulullah # used the word “I” on this occasion. 
It shows that this word can be used in such 
circumstances. It is not the “I” which is 
reprehensible. 


When can the word “I” be used 


My heart desires to quote the discussion on the 
word “I” from Mirgat. Hadrat Mulla ‘Ali Qari 
rahimahullah has provided an_ excellent 
explanation which, in addition to being a very 
academic discussion, is also very enjoyable and 
pleasant. The essence of it is as follows: 


One day Rasulullah # asked the Sahabah &: 
“Who among you is fasting today?” Hadrat Abu 
Bakr # replied: “I am.” Rasulullah #% asked: “Who 
among you attended a funeral today?” Hadrat 
Abu Bakr # replied: “I.” Rastlullah # asked: 
“Who among you visited a sick person today?” 
Hadrat Abt Bakr # replied: “I did.” Rastlullah # 
said: “When these qualities are collectively found 
in a person, he will be in Paradise.” (Mishkat 
Sharif, vol. 1) 


Hadrat Mulla ‘Ali Qari rahimahullah quotes from 
‘Allamah Tibi rahimahullah who said: “Hadrat 
Abt. Bakr # used the word ‘Tl for the sake of 
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specifying, and not to show off or boast as is done 
by people on occasions of vexing their pride. The 
Sufis prohibit the use of the word ‘TT’ on such 
occasions [of vexing pride]. Apart from this, it is 
permissible. Rasulullah # himself was ordered to 
use it. Allah 4 says: 


SL pas FG 

“Say: Iam a human just like you.” 
aK oy Gi lag 

“I am not of those who go to formalities.” 


There are numerous other texts where the word 
“T’ is used. As for Rastlullah’s # disapproval on 
using this word, it was during an incident when a 
Sahabi knocked on Rastlullah’s # door and 
when he asked “Who is there>?”, he replied: “I.” 
This was an occasion which required the person 
to inform of his identity, specify who he was, and 
say his name. Merely saying “I” was not sufficient 
to specify who he was. The most the listener can 
learn is that someone is calling out, and this was 
already learnt by just knocking on the door. 
Furthermore, the word “I” is general, and any 
person can refer to himself by it. The author of 
Mirqat continues: 


“In short, the word T is not reprehensible in 
itself. It is reprehensible when it is used to boast 
about one’s self. For example, when Satan said: “I 
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am better than him [Adam |”, or when Pharaoh 
said: “I am your lord, most high.” 


If anyone says: 

Atl uf Jatt Gf duudi of 
“I am a worshipper, I am an ascetic, I am an 
‘alim.” 
He will be emulating Satan and Pharaoh. On the 
other hand, if he says: 


egal of dsl of creeds oF zeaah of 


“IT am in need, I am worthless, I am a servant, I 
am sinner.” 


Or other similar words, they will be considered to 
be words of humility which are in accordance 
with the Sunnah, and the person will be one who 
adheres to the Sunnah. Emulating Rastlullah # 
in suluk is also essential. The person will be one 
who adheres to the Sunnah because Rastlullah # 
also said about himself: 


ve Tope Egat caail tT ly 
“Iam the one who is afflicted, the one who is in 


need, the one who is crying out for help, the one 
who is seeking refuge...” 
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It is also essential to follow the Sunnah in 
sulik 


Rasulullah # used these words to display Allah’s 
4s greatness. How can others be blessed with this 
fortune? It is impossible for others to have the 
condition of the Prophets *s. But it is still 
necessary for a believer to utter these words 
because this is the only way. The buzurgs say 
that the first step in Tariqah is to obliterate one’s 
self (nafs). This is what Rastlullah # is displaying 
through his words and condition. This “I” which 
Rasulullah # used is actually an obliteration. Now 
it is impossible for you to reach Allah * through 
your own efforts without following Rastlullah #. 


“O Sa‘di! Don’t ever think you will be able to cross 
the path to Safa without Rastlullah #%. The 
person who follows a path different from 
Rasulullah’s # will not reach his destination.” 


One must understand that the path is completely 
sealed off; it will only open by following the 


Sunnah, and one will be able to traverse it in the 
light of the Qur’an and Sunnah. Allah % says: 
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“There is a good example for you in the Messenger 
of Allah.” (Surah al-Ahzab: 33: 21) 
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“Say: If you have love for Allah then follow my 
way so that Allah may love you.” (Surah Al 
‘Imran, 3: 31) 
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“Obey Allah and obey the Messenger. But if you 
turn away, then Our Messenger’s_ only 
responsibility is to clearly convey [the message].” 
(Surah at-Taghabun, 64: 12) 


When emulating or following someone, it is 
necessary for the person to obliterate his self-ego. 
Thus, we see the Prophets ##s detesting the self- 
ego which Satan and Pharaoh possessed. After 
Rasulullah , all the Sufis were bent on removing 
this self-ego from their selves because they saw 
how it destroyed Satan and Pharaoh. The Sufis 
took a lesson from this and made a firm 
determination not to follow in their footsteps. Let 
alone having an iota of such self-ego, they 
remained at a great distance from it. 


Maulana Rum rahimahullah mentions this theme 
in his Mathnawi. He says: 


“My life became happy with the absence of self- 
ego (in other words, it became connected with 
Allah 4), and then the T of this world was 
obliterated. When I escaped from self-ego, I really 
became worthy of saying T’. May thousands of 
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blessings be showered on this ‘T’ which was 
acquired without any difficulty.” 


What can be said about the purity of this theme, 
but it has remained a puzzle. On the other hand, 
the speech of the ‘ulamd’ is absolutely clear and 
lucid. There is another popular couplet of the 
Mathnauit: 


“When Pharaoh said: ‘I am the truth’, he was 
disgraced and humiliated. When Manstr said: ‘1 
am the truth’, he became drunk with the love of 
Allah.” 


From this we learn that peoples’ conditions are 
different. Pharaoh made the above statement and 
became rejected. When MHadrat Mansur 
rahimahullah said it, he became a majdhub (one 
who is mad in Allah’s love). Maulana Rum 
rahimahullah has clearly differentiated the 
difference in meaning between the _ two 
statements. Despite this, the explanation 
provided by the ‘ulamda’ on the Hadith concerning 
the word “I” surpasses Maulana Rum’s 
rahimahullah explanation. 


Hadrat Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi rahimahullah 
used to say: “I received an excellent explanation 
from Allah *% in the difference between the 
statements of Pharaoh and Hadrat Mansur 
rahimahullah. When Pharaoh said ‘T’,, he was 
refuting the truth and affirming T’. When he said: 
T am your lord, most high’, he meant: I am the 
one who is worthy of being a manifestation of the 
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highest lord. There is no lord apart from me.’ 
When Hadrat Manstr rahimahullah said: ‘T am 
the truth’, he aimed to refute and negate his own 
self [his T], and affirm the truth. He meant to say: 
Tam nothing. Allah % alone is the real truth.” 


In short, when the ‘ulamd’ explain the masa@’il of 
tasawwuf, they derive them from the Qur’an and 
Hadith and explain them in a manner which 
opens our eyes. However, since people in general 
do not understand the Qur’an and Hadith, they 
do not understand the masa’il of tasawwuf as 
well. 


Nevertheless, the lesson which Rastlullah #& 
taught to the ummah through this du‘d’ was 
accepted with heart and soul by the ummah. The 
masha@ikh of every era revived this special 
condition of Rasulullah # and explained it 
through their own conditions and actions. Just as 
the ‘ulama’-e-zahir (the ‘ulama’ who look at the 
outward) explained Rastlullah’s # statements 
and instructions, the masha’tkh clearly explained 
and clarified Rastlullah’s # different conditions. 
It is perfectly correct to say that a condition can 
only be explained fully through a condition; a 
mere word or action is not sufficient. 


Thus, one can influence the condition of others 
through one’s own condition. Or it can be created 
through a person’s verbal statements if he 
experiences such conditions himself. I will now 
relate to you some stories of the pious elders from 
which you can deduce how firmly they adhered to 
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this Sunnah of Rastlullah # as well. Had these 
personalities not repeated them from time to time, 
let alone their not possessing such conditions, we 
would not even have had knowledge of them. Now 
that you learnt of Rasulullah’s # condition from 
the du‘a’: 
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“I am the one who is afflicted, the one who is in 
need, the one who is crying out for help, the one 
who is seeking refuge...” 


You can learn it from the story of a senior 
personality from the family of prophet-hood, and 
a member of the silsilah. 


The story of Hadrat Zayn al-‘Abidin 
rahimahullah and Asmu‘i rahimahullah 


Asmu't rahimahullah relates: “I was performing 
tawaf of the Ka‘bah one night, when I saw a 
youngster holding on to the cover of the Ka‘bah 
and saying these couplets: 
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“O the Being who accepts the du'‘d’ of the afflicted 
in the darkness of the night! O the one who 


removes the pain and sorrow of the one who is 
sick!” 
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“The delegation which has come to You walked 
around the Ka‘bah, fell asleep, and woke up 
again. But O the ever-living and the One who 
upholds everything! You are a Being who never 
sleeps.” 
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“O my Lord! I am making du‘a’ to you while I am 
in a state of pain, stress and despondence. So 


have mercy on my crying by virtue of the Ka‘bah 
and the Haram.” 
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“If any foolish person does not hope in Your 
pardon, who will show pardon to the sinners?” 


After saying the above couplets, he cried 
profusely and made the following du‘a’: 


“O the One who is our objective for every need! I 


have explained my pain to You. Now show mercy 
to my pain [by removing it].” 
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“O the One who is my only hope! You alone can 
remove my sorrow and grief. Pardon, then, all my 
sins and fulfil all my needs.” 
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“I have come to You with detestable and terrible 
deeds. I do not think there is anyone in the 
creation who committed sins as I did.” 


SE ol é gly ol — gl ak UWL gai 


“O the One who is the limit of my hopes! Are You 
going to burn me in the fire? If this were to 
happen, of what benefit will my hopes be to me, 
and of what help will my fear be to me?” 


After saying this, he fell unconscious to the 
ground. 


Hadrat Zayn al-‘Abidin’s servitude and 
submission 


Asmui rahimahullah says: “When I looked closely 
at this youngster, I realized he was Hadrat Zayn 
al-‘Abidin ‘Ali ibn Husayn ibn ‘Ali ibn ‘Abi Talib . 
On seeing him, I placed his blessed head in my 
lap and began crying myself. A few drops of my 
tears fell on his cheeks, causing him to open his 
eyes, and he said: ‘Who is this who has become a 
barrier between me and my Allah, and is 
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crowding me?’ I said: ‘Hadrat, I am your servant, 
Asmu‘t.’ I added: ‘O our master! You are from the 
family of Rastlullah #, why, then, are you so 
frightened and terrified? Did Allah %& not say: 
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“Allah only wants to remove loathsome things 
from you, O family of the Prophet, and to 
completely purify you.” (Surah al-Ahzab, 33: 33) 


He said: ‘O Asmu'‘l!! What are you saying? Allah 4% 
created Paradise for those who are obedient to 
Him, even if they are Abyssinian slaves. And 
created Hell for the sinners even if they are 
Sayyids and Qurayshis. Did Allah # not say: 
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“Then when the trumpet is blown, neither will 
there be any kinship on that day nor will they ask 
about one another. Then he whose scales are 
heavy — it is they who are successful. And he 
whose scales are heavy - it is they who are 
successful.” (Strah al-Mu’mintn, 23: 101-103) 


Glory to Allah! Look at the pure condition of his 
pure heart. Look at how adherent he was to the 
Sunnah. He displayed his condition to the latter 
generations through his condition, and we do not 


98 


know how many people he must have influenced 
through it. And so, this sequence continued and 
is continuing, even if it may be little at present. 


Sayyiduna ‘Abd al-Qadir’s fear and 
submission 


Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah writes in his Bustan: 


“People saw MHadrat ‘Abd al-Qadir Jilani 
rahimahullah placing his forehead on the pebbles 
of the Haram Sharif and saying: ‘O Allah! Pardon 
me. If I am eligible for punishment, then raise me 
blind on the day of Resurrection so that I do not 
feel ashamed in the presence of pious people.” 


Glory to Allah! Look at his excellent condition. 
Although we hear the words of fear and hope, we 
can fully understand their meaning from the 
actions and conditions of these personalities. 
There is another incident about him wherein it is 
related that he sat on the pulpit of the Jami‘ 
Musjid of Baghdad and said: “My feet are on the 
necks of all the auliya’.” On hearing these words, 
the auliyd’ in their respective places said: “Not 
only on our necks, but on our heads and eyes.” 
Such was his rank, yet look at the level of his fear 
and submission: he is lying on the pebbles of the 
Haram Sharif, crying to Allah #& and asking Him 
to pardon him his sins. We learn from this 
condition of his that obedience had had its effect 
on him, and through it, Allah’s total recognition 
had entered his heart. He goes one step further 
by considering himself to be extremely sinful. 
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This is the effect of genuine obedience. If after 
obedience, a person does not develop humility, 
servitude, submission and _ self-effacement 
(fana’ityyat), one can conclude that there was no 
sincerity in his worship. Maulana Rum 
rahimahullah says with regard to such people: 


“Adam x\ possessed the qualities of humility, 
submission, servitude, humbleness, turning to 
Allah 4, repentance, seeking forgiveness, and 
acknowledgement of sins. Now if any human does 
not possess these qualities, can he be considered 
to be a human?” 


In reality, a human is one who possesses the 
qualities of Adam ¥¢#| and inherits the attributes of 
his father. If not, he will be merely possessing the 
physical appearance of his father while being 
devoid of his true legacy. This is similar to a 
person donning a lion’s skin. He may look like a 
lion but will not be one in reality. Maulana Rum 
rahimahullah continues: 


“A mu’min (believer) does not enjoy honour and 
respect from the letters mim, waw, mim, nun. 
These letters are merely to give him an identity.” 


A true mu’min will be he who possesses the 
attributes of a mu’min. Applying the word mu’min 
to a mundafiq is similar to calling a person a lion 
by his donning a lion’s skin. There are many such 
people in today’s times. Look at the beautiful 
names which they keep, but they are devoid of 
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true qualities. Maulana Rum rahimahullah says 
with regard to such people: 


“He is committing the acts of Satan, but his name 
is wali. If this is what a wali is, then may curses 
descend on the wali.” 


It is necessary to follow the life of Shaykh 
‘Abd al-Qadir 


This aspect of Hadrat Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir 
Jilani’s rahimahullah life is a proof against those 
who believe in him but do not possess this quality 
in their life. I am relating these stories of the 
buzurgs so that you may get an inkling of the life 
and conditions of Rastlullah #, you may learn 
the real meaning of fear and submission, and how 
much servants must fear Allah 4. People now tell 
us that the Qur’an is sufficient for actions. I say 
to them: It is undoubtedly sufficient, but when 
did you make it sufficient? After all, the very 
same Qur’an says: 
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“They hope for Allah’s mercy and they fear His 
punishment.” 


You may have merely looked at its translation, 

but when did you try to understand who it 

applies to? This you will learn from the lives of 

the buzurgs. I now ask you: Is this fear, etc. a 

description of the tongue or a condition of the 

heart? How much of attention did you pay to it, 
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and when did you get the opportunity to turn 
your attention towards your heart? People want 
to fulfil the tasks of the heart with their tongue, 
and offer a verbal statement instead of a state 
and condition. It does not work like this. The 
buzurgs developed a condition within themselves 
and then conveyed it to others. And this is the 
way of conveying and proliferating a thing. In 
other words, when seniors want juniors to fulfil a 
certain task, they do it themselves first. This is 
the Sunnah way. Rasulullah # made this du‘a’: 
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“O Allah! If You will to give me something, there is 
none to stop it from reaching me. And if You will 
to deny me anything, there is none who can give 
it to me.” 


The Sahabah * also heard this du‘@’ and they all 
developed the conviction that every task of a 
believer is undoubtedly accomplished through 
Allah’s 4 help. Similarly, when Hadrat Sayyiduna 
‘Abd al-Qadir Jilani rahimahullah did the above- 
mentioned act before everyone, he did it so that 
they may all go and convey it to others, and it 
may serve as a whip for all the worshippers. In 
other words, they may realize that when such a 
great shaykh does not have any expectations in 
his own good deeds, how can we have any 
expectations [of reward] from our deeds? 
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Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah related this incident 
in his book so that it may at least be mentioned 
verbally in every era. When it is continually 
related verbally, one can hope it will eventually 
have an effect on the heart. If the incident was 
not recorded in a book, it will not even be 
mentioned verbally. So as long as there are people 
who witnessed the incident, mention of it will be 
made. Once the eye witnesses depart from this 
world, mention of it will end because the principle 
is that words of worth remain with the righteous, 
and when they depart, the words also come to an 
end. 


In short, when the shaykh cried in such a 
manner in the Haram Sharif, he caused the 
hearts of all who were present to tremble, and we 
do not know how many countless people he 
joined to their Creator by his crying. Although 
this incident may seem insignificant, it had a 
profound effect on those who were present and 
those who came after, and became a means of 
conveying them to Allah 4. 


I say to you: When such a condition develops in 
you, then no matter where you go, you have 
nothing to fear. Whether you fly in an aeroplane 
or go to any place, it will not affect you. But if 
such a condition is not found in a heart, then 
even an ordinary thorn is sufficient to upset a 
person, and every thing of this world will become 
a thorn. 
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I stated earlier that when seniors want juniors to 
do a particular task, they do it themselves first so 
that the juniors may emulate them. It is the norm 
for juniors to emulate their seniors. When a 
shaykh does not do a particular action, the murid 
too will not do it. In fact, the slightest neglect on 
the part of the shaykh will cause people to move 
far away from the action. 


An incident concerning Hadrat Shaykh al- 
Hind rahimahullah 


I personally witnessed this: The building for the 
Dar al-Hadith of Dar al-‘Ulum Deoband was 
under construction. The foundations were dug 
and there was a sudden downpour which filled all 
the foundations with water and posed a danger to 
the other buildings as well. Hadrat Shaykh al- 
Hind Maulana Mahmud al-Hasan Deobandi 
rahimahullah used to come daily. I remember the 
principal going to MHadrat Shaykh al-Hind 
rahimahullah and explaining the situation to him. 
Hadrat did not say anything to anyone, including 
the students. Instead, he took a utensil, stepped 
into the water, and began throwing it out of the 
foundations. On seeing this, all the students got 
into the water and began throwing it out. All the 
water was removed within a few hours. 


It is human nature to emulate (make taqlid of) the 

seniors — in good and in evil. There is a famous 

saying: The musk-melon takes its colour from 

another musk-melon. Look! When Rastlullah # 

displayed humility and servitude, Hadrat Zayn al- 
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‘Abidin rahimahullah also adopted the same 
qualities, and you noticed the same thing in the 
story of Hadrat Jilani rahimahullah. 


Hadrat Mu‘awiyah’s # advice before his 
demise 


Now listen to an incident from the life of a 
Companion of Rastlullah #, Hadrat Mu‘awiyah 
». Look at how he had set right his affairs with 
Allah %. ‘Abdullah Sahmi narrates _ that 
Thumamah ibn Kulthum related that this was the 
last address of Hadrat Mu‘awiyah 2s: 


“O people! I was your governor till now. You must 
realize that you will not get a better governor than 
me after me. Anyone who comes as a governor 
after me will be worse than me.” After saying this, 
he addressed Yazid saying: “Listen! When I pass 
away, you must appoint an intelligent person to 
see to my ghusl (bathing) arrangements. You 
must open the treasury and remove the cloth in 
which is a garment of Rasulullah #, a few strands 
of his blessed hair, and a few pieces of his blessed 
nails. You must place those pieces on my nose, 
face and eyes; and place the cloth inside my 
kafan (shroud) attached to my body. Remember 
Allah’s advice with regard to the rights of parents. 
Carry my janazah to the grave-yard, place me in 
my grave, and hand me over to the most Merciful 
of those who show mercy.” 


Glory to Allah! Look at Hadrat Mu‘awiyah and 
his bequest. He possessed an_ extraordinary 
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condition even when he was alive. Whenever he 
used to think about the eras of Rastlullah &, 
Hadrat Abu Bakr # and Hadrat ‘Umar #, he 
would cry profusely and consider himself to be 
worthless. I read in a book that he used to say: 
“May Allah 4% show mercy to Abu Bakr , he 
departed from this world in an absolutely pure 
state.” In other words, he neither desired this 
world nor did the world desire him. “May Allah 4% 
show mercy on ‘Umar #. He did not desire the 
world but the world desired him. As_ for 
Mu‘awiyah, he became engrossed with the world.” 
Saying this, he would cry profusely until his 
beard would become wet with his tears. 


After all, he was a Sahabi of Rasulullah #, and 
he had imbibed his teachings and life. The fear 
and servitude which he saw in Rastlullah # came 
into his life as well. This was the state of his fear 
which remained with him throughout his life. But 
in the latter part of his life, he caused hope to 
take precedence. Consequently, in his state of 
hope he said: “place me in my grave, and hand 
me over to the most Merciful of those who show 
mercy.” This means, his salvation lies solely on 
the mercy and kindness of the most Merciful of 
those who show mercy. 


The moral stories of the pious 
personalities 


The very same humility, servitude, repentance, 

turning to Allah #, and seeking His forgiveness 

remained the salient feature of the pious 
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personalities of every era. In his Gulistan, Shaykh 
Sa‘di rahimahullah has a_ chapter titled 
“Character and mannerisms of the ascetics” in 
which he relates most inspiring stories of the 
pious personalities. They explain the Tariqah 
totally and many people have become walis 
through them. He writes: 


“The buzurgs saw an ascetic rubbing his head on 
the threshold of the Ka‘bah. He was crying and 
saying: ‘O the most-forgiving, O the most- 
merciful! You know very well that a wrong-doer 
and ignorant person can do nothing but wrong 
and acts of ignorance.’ This means: O Allah! You 
Yourself referred to man as a wrong-doer and 
ignoramus in the Qur’an. I am also a member of 
the human race. That is why I am also engrossed 
in wrong and ignorance. I have presented myself 
before You and offered the reason for my 
misdemeanour. I do not have the support of any 
act of obedience. The sinners repent over their 
sins and those who have truly recognized you (the 
‘arifin) seek Your forgiveness for their worship. 
Because they are ‘arifin, they understand that 
their worship is not good enough for the grand 
Being of Allah. Therefore, this worship of theirs is 
no worship but really a sin. Worshippers want the 
recompense for their obedience, and traders want 
the returns for their investment. This servant has 
no acts of obedience. This is why I have come 
with hope and presented myself. I have come as a 
beggar and not as a trader. So treat me in 
accordance with Your grand status, and not 
according to what I deserve [i.e. the punishment 
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which I deserve]. You can kill me if You want, or 
You can pardon my sins. No matter what, my 
head is placed before You. It is the duty of a slave 
to carry out the orders of his master, and I am 
ready for whatever order You issue. I saw a 
beggar at the door of the Ka‘bah who was crying 
and saying: ‘I am not asking You to accept my 
acts of obedience. Rather I am asking You to 
pardon me my sins.” (Gulistan, p. 71) 


Once the buzurgs trod the path and realized that 
the Tariqah entails humility and self-effacement, 
these servants of Allah * obliterated themselves 
in a manner which is unparalleled. In other 
words, once they focused on this aspect, they 
considered themselves to be the most worthless of 
all people. Although they were protected and 
despite their abundant acts of obedience, they 
considered themselves to be sinners. 


The story of Hadrat Dhun Nin Misri 


The story of Hadrat Dhun Nun Misri 
rahimahullah is related in the Bustan. One year 
there was no water in the Nile river, and 
consequently, the signs of drought were visibly 
seen. Some people went out into the desert to beg 
for water. They cried profusely and beseeched 
[Allah &], but there was still no rain. Hadrat 
Dhun Nun Misri rahimahullah was also informed 
about the people’s predicament and was 
requested to make du‘ad’ to Allah %. They said to 
him: “You are an accepted servant of Allah # and 
the du‘d’ of His accepted servants is not rejected.” 
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Shaykh [Sa‘di] writes: I heard that when Hadrat 
Dhun Ntn Misri rahimahullah was told this, he 
left for Madyan. The moment he left Egypt, the 
rains started falling. On reaching Madyan, he was 
informed of the rains, and of the river brimming 
with water. An ‘arif asked him: ‘What was the 
reason for your leaving Egypt?’ He replied: ‘1 
heard that a drought comes because of the evil 
deeds of evil people. When I pondered over this, I 
did not see anyone more sinful than me. So I left 
Egypt thinking to myself: ‘Why should these 
people suffer unnecessarily because of my wrong- 
doings?” 


Glory to Allah! Look at the ways of our past 
personalities and how they considered themselves 
to be the most sinful of all. This is the very same 
Hadrat Dhun Ntn about whom someone 
complained to the king. The king summoned for 
whom and when he engaged in a conversation 
with him, he gauged the high level of his 
knowledge, merit and piety. He became his 
devotee and accorded him much honour. He said: 
“When the auliyad’ are mentioned in an assembly 
and Dhun Ntn Misri is not mentioned in it, then 
a serious wrong has been committed.” 


Someone said to Hadrat Maulana Thanwi 
rahimahullah about this incident: “Hadrat Dhun 
Nun Misri rahimahullah said that he was the 
most sinful of all. This appears to be 
contradictory to what he really is.” Hadrat Thanwi 
rahimahullah replied: “He is probably making a 
correct statement.” I did not have the courage to 
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ask Hadrat Maulana Thanwi rahimahullah the 
real meaning of this, but I understood it later on. 
The immense bounties and favours of Allah # on 
these personalities in comparison to _ their 
obedience and worship caused them to consider 
themselves sinners. Hadrat Dhun Nun 
rahimahullah said it in this state, and this is how 
servants ought to be. 


This humble servant, Qamar az-Zaman, says: 
Although Hadrat Dhun Nutn Misri rahimahullah 
was fully engaged in dhikr and other acts of 
obedience, he considered himself to be a sinner 
and acknowledged his sins. This was really in 
emulation of the Sunnah of Rastlullah # with 
regard to acknowledging sins. He did not only say 
it verbally, but displayed it with his condition and 
actions. He left his hometown and went to 
another place. Allah #% loved his emulation of the 
Sunnah and sent down His rains to the people. 


After hearing these incidents you must have 
gauged that the ummah learnt the lesson which 
was taught by Rasulullah # through the dua’: 
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“Iam the one who is afflicted, the one who is in 
need, the one who is crying out for help, the one 
who is seeking refuge...” 


And became a follower of his Sunnah in this 

regard. Rasulullah # was ma‘stim, yet he made 

this du‘a’ so that the ummah may learn the way 
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of making du‘a’. Had Rasutlullah # not 
demonstrated it practically and merely sufficed by 
saying it, no one would have learnt the special 
way of making du‘a’. After he taught it to the 
ummah, it became easy for everyone and they all 
learnt the way to tread the path to Allah &. Had it 
not been like this, we would have heard about the 
virtue of acknowledging our sins, but we would 
not have been able to practise it in the proper 
manner. The most we would have done is 
acknowledged our sins verbally without really 
understanding the effect it ought to have on our 
heart. When Rasulullah # personally beseeched 
Allah 4 and showed us the way to acknowledge 
our sins, we learnt that all people — whether 
sinners or obedient servants, worshippers or 
criminals — must acknowledge their sins. This is 
essential on everyone. They must humble 
themselves totally and display absolute servitude 
and submission. This is also a unique Sunnah of 
Rasulullah #. A poet says: 


“Had Rasulullah # not led the way to the rank of 
haqq al-yaqin (absolute certainty), no one would 
have had an inkling about it.” 


Without doubt, had Rastlullah # not taught it to 
us practically, no one would have understood it. 
It is a difficult thing especially for the worshippers 
(‘abidin) to worship [Allah *%] and _ consider 
themselves to be sinners. This is very difficult to 
do. It is easy for a needy and poor person to 
consider himself to be poor. But very difficult for 
a wealthy person to consider himself to be poor. 
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In like manner, it is very easy for a sinner to 
consider himself to be a sinner. But it is not easy 
for a worshipper to consider himself to be a 
sinner and to disregard his worship. This is only 
possible when a person acquires absolute 
recognition (ma‘ifat) of Allah #%, and he realizes 
that no worship of his is worthy of Allah’s grand 
status. Only when Allah’s % grace is with him, all 
this becomes easy for him. 


The Prophets #5 acknowledged sins 
despite being ma‘sum 


The Prophets *% possess perfect recognition of 
Allah 4. Despite their worship, extremely close 
proximity to Him, and in fact, being ma‘sum 
(divinely protected from sin); they considered 
themselves to be in absolute need of Allah # and 
embodiments of sin. In order to teach and tutor 
others, they would engage in du‘a’s of this nature 
and thereby display their humility, servitude, 
submission and absolute need of Allah 4. 


Those who are the true inheritors of the Prophets 
| also follow in this way. They are totally 
obedient to Allah * and spend all their time in 
His obedience and in doing actions which earn 
His pleasure. But they still consider themselves to 
be sinners. On the other hand, we are engrossed 
in sin by day and night, but unfortunately, we do 
not think of Hell even by mistake. This is similar 
to the hypocrites who will certainly go to Hell, as 
stated by Allah 4: 
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“The hypocrites will certainly be in the lowest 
level of the Hell-fire.” 


But the hypocrites do not even think of this 
danger. On the other hand, a true believer is free 
from hypocrisy but is always fearful of it. 


Nevertheless, the real effect of obedience is that a 
person does not see any good in himself. If 
humility, submission and servitude are not found 
in him after engaging in acts of obedience, one 
can deduce that there is no sincerity in his 
worship. 


This is one disease which afflicts pious people — 
whether ‘alim or an ‘abid — and which causes all 
their outward piety to be to their detriment. A 
person becomes so intoxicated by knowledge and 
worship that it causes him to. give no 
consideration whatsoever to himself nor to others. 
In fact, it becomes harmful to him and to others 
as well. I now support this by quoting the 
statement of Hadrat Sayyiduna Rifai 
rahimahullah who was a senior ascetic of his 
time. 


After enumerating the levels of the fugahd’ 

(jurists), he says: “The third level is of the person 

who solves difficult problems. He has knowledge 

of the intricacies of the traditional and rational 

sciences, and he dived into the oceans of 

debating. In doing all this, he had the intention of 
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acquiring knowledge and helping the Shari‘ah. 
However, he is deceived by his knowledge, his 
knowledge causes him to consider others to be 
inferior to him. When he stands up to defend the 
Sharfah on a particular issue and someone 
objects to his proofs, he is overpowered by the 
need to defend his self, goes beyond the limits in 
this regard, brings proofs against his opposition, 
speaks ill of him, goes to the extent of labelling 
him a kafir, criticizes him, and attacks him like 
an animal when it pounces on its prey. He gives 
no consideration whatsoever to the limits set by 
the Shari‘ah — neither over his own self, nor in his 
treatment of his opposition.” 


This is what I want to demonstrate here. Such a 
person gives no consideration to himself nor to 
his opposition. In short, it is harmful to him and 
to others as well. 


Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah relates an incident in 
his Bustan which is similar to the incident 
mentioned in the Hadith. I would like to relate it 
with some explanations. I go to lengths in 
explaining such points in detail so that you may 
learn what true character entails and what its 
benefits are; and what evil character is and what 
its harms are. You may also learn what our pious 
predecessors considered to be Din and what they 
considered not to be Din. Unfortunately, we pay 
no attention whatsoever to the teachings of our 
pious predecessors. Consequently, just as we 
were ill-mannered in the beginning, we remain 
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the same even after spending lengthy periods of 
time in the company of the buzurgs. 


The story of a fearless worshipper and a 
fearful sinner 


Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah relates this story 
under the heading: The story of Hadrat ‘Isa 2) 
and a fearless worshipper. 


I have heard from the historians about a man in 
the era of Sayyiduna ‘Isa #2. This man destroyed 
his life by spending it in ignorance and deviation. 
He was daring, audacious, hard-hearted, and his 
book of deeds was filled with darkness. In fact, 
Satan was ashamed of his vileness. This is the 
description provided by the Shaykh. You will see 
further on how he became victorious and entered 
into a pure life which would have certainly caused 
Satan to fall upside down and to cry all his life for 
having this person escape from under his wing. 
This shows that everything is in Allah’s #& control. 


This person saw Hadrat ‘Isa 4) just once in his 
life, and that too, from a distance. But his entire 
condition changed. It is related further on that 
Hadrat ‘IsA 2 must have went on countless 
occasions to the virtuous person, but his end was 
totally different. The Shaykh continues: 


I heard that Hadrat ‘Isa 2 was returning from 
the forest when he passed by a place of worship 
of a worshipper (‘abid). On seeing Hadrat ‘Isa x41, 
the ‘abid left his place of seclusion and placed his 


115 


head at Hadrat ‘Isa’s i) feet. On the other side, 
the unfortunate sinner was watching this scene 
from a distance and was quite perplexed. He 
became restless like a moth when it sees light 
and brightness. He felt ashamed in his heart and 
was staring at them with remorse just as a poor 
person looks at a wealthy person with remorse. 
The Shaykh then goes into some detail and says: 
This sinner began crying profusely and was 
saying: 


“O Allah! Pardon me my sins because if these sins 
remain with me on the day of Resurrection, they 
will be extremely evil companions.” 


This was the condition of the sinner. Now look at 
the condition of the worshipper: 


The old sinner was sitting in one corner, crying 
and asking Allah *% to guide him. On the other 
side, the worshipper whose head was filled with 
pride was looking at the poor sinner from a 
distance and becoming annoyed at him. He was 
thinking to himself: “Why is this wretched fellow 
following us? He is an ignorant and ill-fated 
person. What do I have to do with him.” 


The Shaykh then quotes his statement which he 
made out of utter pride and haughtiness: 


“I am annoyed by his pitiful sight because I fear 


some of his fire falling onto me. O Allah! When 
the entire world gathers on the field of 
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Resurrection for the accounting of deeds, do not 
cause me to rise with this sinner.” 


Look! This is the same condition regarding which 
Sayyiduna Rifai rahimahullah said: “Man does 
not take his own self into consideration nor of his 
opposition.” Here too, the fearless worshipper did 
not take his own self into consideration. He was 
filled with pride and looked down on the sinner. 
He did not consider the sinner and blurted 
whatever came to his mind. The evil of all this is 
obvious. Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah continues: 


The worshipper was engrossed in these thoughts 
when revelation came to ‘Isa %4| in which Allah 4 
said: “Whether the person is an ‘Glim or a jahil (an 
ignorant person), the du‘da’ of both is accepted in 
My court. I have pardoned his [the sinner’s] evils 
and I shall convey him to Paradise by virtue of My 
mercy. If the worshipper feels it below his dignity 
to be with him in Paradise, tell him he should not 
feel any humiliation on the day of Resurrection 
because I will convey him [the fearful sinner] to 
Paradise and him [the fearless worshipper] to 
Hell. This is because the sinner’s heart has been 
reduced to blood due to his pain and anguish. If 
the worshipper is proud about his worship, does 
he not know that humility and submission is far 
better than pride and haughtiness in the court of 
the All-Independent [Allah]!>?” 


In other words: The worshipper was intoxicated in 
his pride when Allah * sent revelation to Hadrat 
‘Isa s4| saying: If this person is an ‘dlim, so what? 
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And if this person is a jahil, so what? I have 
accepted the du‘d’ of both. This was the du‘a’: 


“O Allah! Pardon me my sins because if these sins 
remain with me on the day of Resurrection, they 
will be extremely evil companions.” 


Allah # pardoned the sinner his evil deeds and 
admitted him into Paradise solely out of His grace 
and generosity. Allah * said: If this worshipper 
feels it below his dignity to live with him in 
Paradise, tell him he must not worry in the least 
about such an indignity. I will convey the sinner 
to Paradise and I will cast him into Hell. This is 
because the poor. sinner had _ completely 
obliterated himself with repentance, while the 
worshipper relied on his worship. Does he not 
know even this much that servitude and 
submission is better than pride and self-ego in 
the court of the All-Independent [Allah]!? 


The Shaykh continues: 


The door of Hell are opened from before hand for 
the person whose external is good and internal is 
wicked. Hell is waiting for him. And so, there is 
no need for a key to open the doors of Hell. In 
Allah’s # court, humility and submission is better 
than obedience accompanied with self-ego. If you 
considered yourself to be virtuous, you have 
committed a vile evil because there is no self-ego 
in Allah’s divinity. If you possess any intelligence, 
do not brag about your greatness because every 
horseman cannot take the ball forward on the 
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jaulangah (a place of exercise for horses). The 
person who considers himself to be the core of the 
pistachio should know that he is absolutely 
nothing. Such a person is worthless. He is like an 
onion which is made up of layers upon layers of 
peel [having no core whatsoever]. Worship which 
creates self-ego is of no benefit. Instead, when a 
person fulfils an act of obedience, he must seek 
pardon for his shortcomings. Look at this 
worshipper! He did not know this fact, that is why 
he could not receive the fruits of his worship. His 
relationship with Allah & may have been correct 
[by virtue of being a worshipper], but his 
relationship with the creation was wrong because 
he was filled with pride. 


The Shaykh now issues a warning: 


The statements of intelligent people are 
remembered. O Sa‘di, you too should remember 
this one fact: The sinner who fears Allah, who 
trembles and shivers on account of his sins, and 
has his sight solely on Allah # for the forgiveness 
of his sins; is better than the worshipper who is 
ostentatious about his worship. 


I related this entire story solely to convey this last 
couplet: 


“The sinner who fears Allah % is better than the 
worshipper who does acts of worship for show.” 
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The benefits of this story 


I would like to provide some details in this regard. 
Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah provides a 
comparison. The sinner understood suluk better 
than the worshipper because the purpose of 
worship is for a person to acquire the recognition 
(ma‘rifat) of Allah %, while sin drives a person 
further away from Allah 4%. The worship of the 
worshipper was for show and it was further 
adulterated by pride. His worship therefore 
became a means of driving him away from Allah 
4. On the other hand, the sinner had the fear of 
Allah 4 and feared His wrath. He expressed his 
remorse and cried before Allah %. All this 
conveyed him closer to Allah %. 


If, after performing an act of worship, a person 
has a high regard for his worship, and it causes 
him to become egotistic, one can conclude that he 
was worshipping his worship and _ not 
worshipping Allah %&. This worshipper is not a 
virtuous but a wicked person. Although he is 
from the progeny of Adam x, he is following 
Satan in this regard because ostentation in 
worship and pride are the qualities of Satan. 
Satan was the one who had laid the foundation 
stone of ostentation and pride. On the other 
hand, humility, servitude and sincerity are the 
hallmarks of the Prophets |. When worshippers 
possess ostentation and pride, it is through the 
deception and deviation of Satan. Without doubt, 
this is a difficult and trying time for the 
worshippers. There is no escape from it except 
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through genuine emulation of the character, 
habits and striving of the Prophets #4). This is the 
meaning of the following couplet: 


“O Sa‘di! Don’t ever think you will be able to cross 
the path to Safa without Rasulullah #. The 
person who follows a path different from 
Rasulullah’s # will not reach his destination.” 


Satan was rejected from Allah’s court because of 
his ostentation, pride and jealousy. This is why 
he deludes the progeny of Adam i and tries to 
instil these qualities in them. I said that Satan 
had laid the foundation stone of ostentation and 
pride. Listen to the following in this regard: 


A clear text is found about his pride: 
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“He did not obey and displayed arrogance. And he 
was from the unbelievers.” (Surah al-Baqarah, 2: 
34) 


Now listen to the following with regard to 
ostentation: 


Hadrat Shaykhul Hind’s explanation of the 
above verse 


Hadrat Shaykhul Hind rahimahullah says in the 
explanation of the above verse: “The jinn had 
been inhabiting the world for several thousand 
years. They also used to go up to the heavens. 
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When their corruption and blood shedding 
increased, the angels, acting on the order of 
Allah, killed a few; and the rest were scattered in 
the jungles, mountains and islands. Satan was a 
great scholar and worshipper among them. He 
displayed his immunity from the corruption of the 
other jinn. He was saved through the intercession 
of the angels and began living with them. He 
devoted himself fully to worship in the hope that 
from among all the jinn he will be the only one 
who will be able to act without restriction in the 
land. Furthermore, he continued strengthening 
his hopes and thoughts with regard to 
vicegerency on earth. But when the order for 
vicegerency was pronounced in favour of Adam 
%8|, Satan became despondent. On realising the 
futility of his deceptive worship, he was 
overwhelmed by sheer jealousy and did what he 
did, thus becoming accursed.” (Tafsir-e-‘Uthmani) 


Maulana Rum’s investigation concerning 
this story 


Maulana Rum rahimahullah says with regard to 
this story: 


“The accursed Satan remained a_ pious 
personality and the most superior of believers for 
thousands of years. Eventually, in his pride and 
ostentation, he became an opponent and enemy 
of Hadrat Adam x. He became completely 
humiliated like dung in the blazing sun. Really, 
one should never oppose and make claims of 
equality with the servants of Allah #. How can it 
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be acceptable for a person to ride a horse in front 
of his king!>?” 


These pious personalities are like kings by virtue 
of their close proximity with Allah *% and 
acceptance in His sight. Making claims of 
surpassing them would most certainly lead to 
one’s destruction and loss. 


Satan is also the founder of jealousy. Maulana 
Rum rahimahullah says: 


“If jealousy overtakes you while in the path of 
truth, you must understand that jealousy is the 
way of Satan and he is an expert in this regard. 
He opposed Adam x8 solely out of jealousy. In 
reality, he was opposing his own benefit and good 
fortune on the basis of jealousy. Even in this path 
of suluk, there is no obstacle worse than jealousy. 
Jealousy prevented those who were defective to 
reach a stage of perfection. They considered it 
below their dignity to follow those who were 
perfect — especially the khalifah of his shaykh 
because he is his contemporary (pir bhai) and it is 
against his nature to refer to him. The person 
thinks to himself: This person is my pir bhai and 
is equal to me, how can I go to him? And it is 
impossible to reach perfection without following 
one who is perfect. The person who does not have 
jealousy is most fortunate. 


Look! Just as Satan felt ashamed of Hadrat Adam 
%8|, the worshipper felt the same way with the 
sinner. This is why I said this person is just like 
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Satan in all his ways. On the other hand, the 
sinner followed in the footsteps of Hadrat Adam 
42) because he had also erred, but see how 
remorseful and ashamed he was! 


Satan’s story as related in Ruh al-Ma‘ani 


While relating the story of Satan, the author of 
Ruh al-Ma‘ani provides an excellent and brilliant 
explanation. My heart desires to quote it here. He 
says: 
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“Outwardly it seems that Satan’s unbelief was 
prompted by his ignorance. Whatever knowledge 
Allah 4 bestowed him with and with which he 
covered himself when he was living among the 
angels was taken away from him. When the nails 
of destiny are caused to fall, they injure a person. 
And when the quiver of fate starts shooting 
arrows, it renders a person deaf. It is as though 
Satan was saying [by his actions]: The lamp of 
connection was glowing between us_ when 
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suddenly the winds of separation blew and the 
lamp was extinguished.” 


“According to one opinion, his obstinacy was the 
cause of his unbelief. The fame and honour which 
he enjoyed prompted him to become ostentatious 
and egotistic. The poor fellow did not realize even 
this much that had he carried out Allah’s *% 
order, his value would have increased even more, 
and his lofty position would have become even 
more lofty among the highest angels. But the fact 
is that if Allah’s 4% help is not with a person, his 
self-opinions are the first things which cause him 
harm.” 


He says further on: 
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“We do not know how many eyes this story 
caused to lose sleep and how many fountains of 
tears it caused to flow because Satan was 
deluded by his obedience for some time, and he 
was boasting in the sheet of his connection with 
Allah 4. But then you know fully well what 
happened to him after that. Whatever fate had 
recorded for him was now realized...Layla and I 
were climbing the mountain of love, but the 
moment we met, I remained firm and she slipped 
and fell.” 
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The above story of Satan is no ordinary story. It is 
the first story which Allah *% relates in the 
Qur’an. There is much guidance in it and many 
servants of Allah 4 were guided by it. As stated 
by the author of Ruh al-Ma‘ani: “We do not know 
how many eyes this story caused to lose sleep 
and how many fountains of tears it caused to 
flow.” But this was only until such time when the 
Qur’an was read and studied with understanding. 
We also read these verses but they do not cause 
the slightest movement in our hearts. Whereas 
this one story is sufficient to completely uproot 
evils such as pride and haughtiness from our 
hearts. Satan was destroyed because of his pride 
and self-ego, while Hadrat Adam *%| turned in 
repentance, his error was pardoned, and he 
became an accepted and beloved servant of Allah 


Hadrat Maulana Thanwi rahimahullah used to 
occasionally read the poem of Khaqani which 
deals with this story of Satan and Hadrat Adam 
%8|. Those who were present would thoroughly 
enjoy Hadrat’s rendition and they would go into 
an ecstasy. Hadrat used to read these lines: 


“Satan used to say: I had engaged in abundant 
obedience of Allah # and He was closer to me 
than my heart and soul. Adam was created from 
soil while Allah # created me from light. I used to 
consider myself to be His close friend. But the 
fact is that Hadrat Adam *\ was His close friend, 
or it means that Allah % was unique in His 
Oneness. Unfortunately, it was recorded in the 
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Preserved Tablet (Lauh-e-Mahfuz) that someone 
will be accursed. I considered everyone else to be 
that someone and never thought it will be. Allah 
4s willed me to be the accursed one, and so, He 
made me such. As for the story of Adam, it was 
just an excuse. O Khaqani! Don’t ever rely on 
your obedience because Satan’s story was related 
to the people of the world so that they may take a 
lesson from it.” 


Look: We learn from here that relying on one’s 
acts of obedience and regarding them to be 
worthy of consideration were actually the 
attributes of Satan. The same thing was done by 
the fearless worshipper who considered himself to 
be religious and looked down on the other person. 
The same was assumed by Satan. He thought 
that he will not be the accursed someone, rather 
it will be someone from the humans or angels. It 
was he who was destined to be the accursed one, 
while he considered himself not to be the one. On 
the other hand, each of the angels who were 
protected from this feared becoming the accursed 
one. 


The boastful worshipper did not fear the 
punishment of the Hereafter 


The exact same thing happened here between the 

fearless worshipper and the fearful sinner. The 

worshipper did not fear being taken to task in the 

least. Instead, he felt totally at ease in this regard. 

On the other hand, the sinner feared being taken 

to task by Allah %. Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah 
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related this story and thereby put a complete end 
to the boastfulness of worshippers. We learn from 
this that a shaykh is really a murabbi (a guide 
and a tutor) because it is the work of the buzurgs 
to guide and tutor, and to draw attention to any 
approaching misguidance. 


Understand another point at this juncture. 
Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah is not speaking about 
an audacious and fearless sinner. Rather, he 
speaks about the attribute of fear in the sinner. 
We learn from this that a different ruling applies 
to a sinner who has no fear. For example, there is 
a story about a person who was about to die. He 
addressed his beloved [woman] saying: “O my 
beloved! I give precedence to your love over Allah’s 
love.” Allah * forbid, Allah *% forbid! This is 
absolute unbelief. 


There was another person who was saying at the 
time of his death: “This fabric is four rupees a 
metre and this fabric is three rupees a metre.” 
Allah 4 forbid. 


We are not speaking about such sinners. Rather, 
we are speaking about sinners who have some 
reservation [about sinning]. When there is 
reservation, there is fear. When there is fear, 
there is iman. And when there is imdn there is 
salvation. So his [the sinner’s] salvation was 
actually because of his iman. As for the fearless 
worshipper, there was a deficiency in his iman. 
That is why he was ostentatious. He worshipped 
[Allah #&] to show people, and so, he did not 
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receive the slightest share of Allah’s &% maifat 
(recognition). Had he possessed ma'‘rifat, it would 
have kept him away from such boasting. 


The following words of Allah %& are considered by 
those who have ma'‘rifat: 
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“The wrongdoers shall soon learn by what kind of 
turning they will turn.” (SUrah ash-Shu‘ara’, 26: 
227) 


This verse is extremely difficult on the buzurgs 
and it causes them to tremble with fear. Had the 
worshipper benefited in the least from his 
worship, he would have never made _ this 
audacious statement: “O Allah! When the entire 
world gathers on the field of Resurrection for the 
accounting of deeds, do not cause me to rise with 
this sinner.” 


Now you see! Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah is not 
generalizing and is not saying that all sinners are 
better than all worshippers. Rather, the story 
refers to the sinner who feared Allah #, humbled 
himself, expressed remorse and regret over his 
sins, had full conviction in the Hereafter, and 
made du‘a’ to Allah * with absolute devotion. His 
du‘a’ was accepted and he was forgiven. 


As for the worshipper, it refers to the one who 
was proud and boastful, and his worship did not 
create the slightest humility in him. Shaykh Sa‘di 
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rahimahullah is according superiority to such a 
sinner over such a worshipper. We know the 
principle: 


Aypane 92 Apareg ¢ aS V—o AS 


There are different levels of kufr. And there are 
different levels of disobedience. 


There are sins which would convey a person to 
the Hell-fire. Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah is not 
speaking about the merits of such sins because it 
is also against explicit texts of the Qur’an and 
Hadith. 


This verse causes worshippers to cry 
Allah 4 says: 
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“Do those who have earned evils think that We 
will make them equal to those who believed and 
did good deeds, so that their living and their 
dying will be the same? It is an evil claim which 
they make.” (Strah al-Jathiyah, 45: 21) 


We learn from this verse that the believers and 
unbelievers are not the same, nor is a sinful 
believer and obedient believer equal. This verse 
was revealed in connection with the unbelievers. 
The author of Ruh al-Ma‘ani states: Kalbi narrates 
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that ‘Utbah, Shaybah, and Walid ibn ‘Utbah said 
to Hadrat ‘Ali #, Hadrat Hamzah # and other 
believers: 
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In their absolute pride and haughtiness, these 
unbelievers [‘Utbah, Shaybah and Walid ibn 
‘Utbah] said to the believers: “Your religion is 
nothing. Even if what you say is true, our 
condition in the Hereafter will be better than 
yours, just as it is better in this world.” This verse 
was revealed in reply to their claim. 


The author of Rah al-Ma‘ani comments: 
ils ally cole cosh! Sle fle Ker be 


Although this verse was revealed in connection 
with the believers and unbelievers - i.e. they 
cannot be equal - the condition of a _ sinful 
believer and obedient believer can be gauged from 
it. That is, the two cannot be equal. The author 
continues: This is why we see many worshippers 
crying when they read this verse, to the extent 
that it is known as: 
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“A verse which causes worshippers to cry.” 
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A narration states that Hadrat Tamim Dari was 
reading Surah al-Jathiyah. When he reached the 
above-quoted verse, he read it repeatedly and 
continued crying until the morning. He was 
reading salah near the Maqam-e-Ibrahim at the 
time. 


Bashir the freed slave of Rabi ibn Khaytham 
relates: Rabi‘ was performing salah and came to 
this verse. He continued reading it until the 
morning. 


Hadrat Fudayl ibn ‘Iyad rahimahullah used to 
address himself whenever he read this verse. He 
would say: “O my soul! How I wish you knew 
which of the two groups you belong to.” 


Since this verse could be applied to the righteous 
and sinful as well, the pious elders used to cry 
when they recited it. The author of Ruh al-Ma‘ani 
continues: “I saw many of those who were 
deceived into committing sin (many of those who 
were engrossed in immorality and shameless 
deeds by night and day) saying verbally and 
through their actions: ‘On the day of 
Resurrection, we will be better than many 
worshippers.’ This is an indication of their clear 
deviation and the deception of their souls.” 


There is no dearth of such people even today. We 
do not find people crying when they read such 
verses. When a person qualifies as an ‘alim and 
starts rendering some Dini services, we find 
people in every assembly and meeting place 
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backbiting him, speaking ill of him and finding 
fault with him. In actual fact, Satan causes these 
people to have negative thoughts about the 
person so that people do not learn Din from him. 
Satan befriends many devils from among humans 
for this purpose. These “devils” become obstacles 
in the path of the truth, and there is no one to 
say anything against these thieves and robbers. 


I am not saying something which is unfounded, 
but you will not hear it from anyone. What a 
shameful thing! The worshippers are crying from 
reading this verse, while the sinners are spending 
all their time criticizing the religious people and 
mocking at them. 


Allah 4 says further on: The people are wrong in 
assuming these two groups to be equal. How can 
the obedient and disobedient be the same? By 
saying this, Allah # has really wiped off the tears 
of the righteous people, if not, the sinners would 
have cast them aside completely. Without doubt, 
Allah 4% maintains the righteous in this world. If 
not, the sinners would have left no stone 
unturned in trying to uproot them. The righteous 
face many hardships in this world. The wretched 
unbelievers are bent on deriding them, but now 
the sinners are also following their ways. 


The present verse contains much consolation for 
the servants of Allah #&. They envisage Allah’s % 
affection, rejoice in it, and take enjoyment from it 
throughout the night. 


133 


It is totally against the text of the Qur’an for these 
deceived people to consider themselves better 
than the righteous. But how can they understand 
such texts when their nafs (self and ego) is their 
text!P Allah %# is saying that the two will not be 
equal. Now if people, due to their immorality and 
shamelessness, appear to have overpowered the 
righteous, and these criminals were to enjoy a 
superior position in the Hereafter as well, the 
Resurrection and its purpose become 
meaningless. 


The obedient and disobedient are not equal 


Since this Qur’anic verse makes it clear that the 
obedient and disobedient are not equal, it is not 
conceivable to think Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah 
considers all sinners to be better than all 
righteous people. The comparison which he 
provided and his commendation of the sinner was 
based on something different, viz. the sin was 
accompanied with fear. And this fear is an 
internal act of obedience connected to the heart 
through which he gained salvation. On the other 
hand, the worshipper’s worship was accompanied 
with pride and haughtiness; and this caused his 
destruction. 


Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah actually spoke in 
praise of fear of Allah *% and His mercy; and 
against evils such as arrogance, pride and 
ostentation. The worship of the worshipper was 
not evil, but his pride was certainly detestable. A 
Hadith states in this regard: 
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“A person who has an iota of pride in his heart 
will not enter Paradise.” 


Obviously, pride is a Satanic attribute. He was 
also a great worshipper. But his evil quality of 
pride prevented him from humbling himself 
before Hadrat Adam +. Consequently, he was 
disgraced and humiliated. 


The story of Bal‘am Ba‘ura’ 


In his Mathnawi, Maulana Rum rahimahullah 
narrates another story which depicts a person’s 
destruction on account of pride and arrogance. It 
is the story of Bal‘am Ba‘ura’ who was an ardent 
worshipper, ascetic, and a person whose du‘a’s 
used to be accepted. However, he opposed Hadrat 
Musa %& and this caused not only his greatness 
to be snatched away from him, but even his iman. 


Maulana Rum rahimahullah relates: 


“Look at Bal‘am Ba‘ura’. People were enamoured 
by him and accorded him much respect. The sick 
used to be cured by his treatment through 
spiritual healing. But when he went against 
Hadrat Musa *&, his condition became as you 
may have heard from an ‘dlim -— his iman was 
snatched away from him and he was also 
disgraced and humiliated. Such are_ the 
consequences of going against the Ahlullah.” 
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Maulana Rum rahimahullah states further on 
that it was not just a few people who were 
punished for such opposition. He says: 


“Thousands of devils and people like Bal‘am 
passed through this world. Some are notorious, 
others are not so well-known. Allah # caused his 
story to become well-known so that it may serve 
as an example for other similar stories. This is 
similar to the administrators of the government. 
When they kill highway robbers in the jungles, 
they bring the corpses of a few into the city so 
that the city dwellers may see them and take 
admonition from them. This serves as a 
prohibition to them from committing such 
crimes.” 


“There were many thieves in the world like him, 
but just a few were highlighted. It is not possible 
to list all those who were punished.” 


Hadrat Maulana Rum rahimahullah states in 
another place: There is a line of them on the path. 
Some have fallen here, others further on. In 
short, the path is filled with those who were 
punished. He continues: 


“We know that you [Bal‘am] have a lofty position 
and that you are beloved by virtue of your 
obedience and piety. But you are not of his 
[Hadrat Musa’s #8] level. You should therefore 
not step out of your boundary, and do not go 
against him. If you were to attack a person who is 
more accepted and beloved [by Allah 4], you will 
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be sunk into the bowels of the earth.” (Kalid 
Mathnaui, vol. 1, part 2, p. 206) 


Nevertheless, the sinner was successful by virtue 
of his humility and_ servitude, while the 
worshipper was. destroyed because of his 
arrogance and pride. The ‘ulamd’ state that 
humility is the basis for all good character. When 
a person has humility, all his other traits and 
characteristics are rectified. On the other hand, 
pride is the root of all evil, When a person has 
pride, his other characteristics also become 
corrupt. The pious elders also state that Satan 
did not really have any love for Allah %, and the 
absence of love caused him to vex his pride. This 
is because pride and disobeying the beloved’s 
orders cannot co-exist. Hadrat Hafiz says: 


“Every building has to suffer defects and 
deterioration. But the building of love is devoid of 
defects and deterioration.” 


This is why Maulana Rum rahimahullah goes to 
great lengths in explaining love [for Allah 4%]. He 
says: 


“Love [for Allah 4%] is the means to achieving 
severing all relations except relationship with 
Allah 4%, and removing greed for this world from 
one’s self. Through love, a person is completely 
purified from greed and all other evil 
characteristics.” 
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The treatment for evil characteristics 


In explaining the above, Hadrat Maulana Ashraf 
‘Ali Thanwi rahimahullah said: “There are two 
treatments for evil characteristics: (1) Individual. 
This means that each evil characteristic must be 
treated separately. This is explained in Ihyd’ al- 
‘Ulum and other books, and it is known as the 
way of suluk. (2) Collective. Evil characteristics 
are treated through dhikr wa _ shughl 
(remembrance of Allah * and other spiritual 
exercises) or as instructed by a shaykh-e-kamil. 
Love for Allah 4% is created in the heart and when 
it supersedes everything, the person’s self and ego 
will wane, and all the evil characteristics which 
resulted from his ego and claims of greatness will 
be removed. This is known as the way of jadhb. 
Although the first treatment is not fraught with 
danger, it is lengthy. Although the second 
treatment is dangerous, it is quick. Each shaykh 
has his own inclination.” 


Maulana Rum rahimahullah prefers the second 
treatment, and so he instructs it, encourages it, 
and speaks in praise of it. He says: 


“O love! It is through you that our thoughts are 
set right, and our illnesses treated. The urge for 
pride and fame are repulsed through you.” This 
means, as opposed to other evil characteristics, it 
has a special way of repulsing pride and desire for 
fame. This is because lowering and effacing one’s 
self is essential for love. And pride and self- 
effacement cannot co-exist. 
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So the way of jadhb is to create love for Allah % 
through dhikr. When love is created, it casts out 
all the evil characteristics from the heart. This is 
the consequence of ‘ishq-e-kamil (perfect and 
absolute love for Allah 4). In other words, when 
love overpowers the whole heart, it casts out 
everything else from the heart and keeps them 
out. But as long as the love is deficient, the 
person is not free from danger. Thus, the pious 
elders consider love to be dangerous when it is on 
such a level [of deficiency]. But they do not 
explain the reason for it. After pondering over it, 
we conclude that it is dangerous because the 
person has to cross many dangerous situations 
and conditions. It is difficult for the one who did 
not experience such danger to understand it. 


Consequently, it also results in arrogance and 
pride in the person, and he also claims to be 
equal to the ahl-e-kamal (those who reached a 
level of near _ perfection). When a _ person 
experiences a certain joy as a result of his 
deficient love, he does not remain within his 
limits. Instead, he feels he has surpassed 
everyone in this path. Thus, it is inevitable for 
such a deficient person to claim perfection. This 
is a very dangerous situation. It is also incorrect 
because although he has obtained some love and 
realizes that he has obtained a certain treasure, 
he may do so, but he has no right to claim 
equality with the ahl-e-kamal or to feel he has 
surpassed everyone. He ought to remain within 
his boundary and limit. Maulana Rum 
rahimahullah says in this regard: 
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“If you are a proud and egotistic person, remain 
within the limits. Fear Allah, fear Allah; do not 
step out of the limit.” 


I say that if a salik wants to be safeguarded from 
this danger, then together with love for Allah 4, 
he must also have love for dhikr wa shughl. This 
is because if he has a bond and love for it, the 
path will become easy and free of danger for him. 
This is why we have to engage in dhikr and good 
deeds in a manner which causes us to love them. 
Once we love these deeds, we will have love for 
Allah 4 as well. The people who have love for 
Allah # do not go up to the heavens; they remain 
here. But they have a special bond and affinity 
with those deeds. Therefore, the situation and 
condition will remain dangerous as long as love 
for those deeds is not developed. This is because 
love for Allah #% which is not developed through 
good deeds is a dangerous love. As for the love 
which is created through good deeds, there is no 
danger in it. 


When we see people today not reaching Allah *% 
through good deeds, it is because they do not 
have love for good deeds. Since they have no love 
for these deeds, they cannot develop love for Allah 
4s. Understand well what I am saying. It is 
extremely important. Direct love for Allah *% is 
dangerous - this is understood by ahl-e- 
mahabbat. But the love and ma'‘rifat (recognition) 
which are obtained through deeds are not 
dangerous. 


140 


Two categories of sinners 


Nevertheless, I was saying that there are two 
categories of sinners: (1) Those who are 
audacious in committing sin. (2) Those who are 
not. Satan was audacious in his sin. Because he 
lost his own treasure, he made it his habit to lead 
others astray and to fill them with pride and 
arrogance. Consequently, he caused_ these 
qualities which are most detested by Allah %% to 
develop in that [fearless] worshipper [mentioned 
previously]. There are numerous forms of 
worshipping Allah *%. The angels devote 
themselves to His worship, and there is no one to 
ask how much worship they fulfil [because it is 
countless]. This is why the pious servants of Allah 
4s shift their gaze away from their own worship 
even after an abundance of worship. Such a 
person is known as faqir ilallah (a person who 
considers himself in total need of Allah 4%). In like 
manner, these pious servants turn their gaze 
away from the faults of others. 


After a person acquires Allah’s *% love and 
ma'rifat, and after he engages in His worship and 
obedience, it is difficult for him not to rely on all 
this, and to place his reliance solely on Allah’s % 
grace. It is difficult to do this. It is not a great feat 
if a poor person does not consider himself to be 
rich. But it is extremely difficult for a wealthy 
person to consider himself to be poor. 
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Humility and reliance are fundamental 
merits 


The mashaikh state that two qualities are really 
excellent in the pious elders, and these two 
qualities are the sources of all their other merits. 
One is humility (tawaddu) and the other is 
reliance (tawakkul). This was always the way of 
the righteous. A poet says: 


“According to the Tariqah, it is an act of kufr to 
rely on one’s piety and intelligence. Even if a sdalik 
possesses a hundred merits, he must place his 
trust in Allah 4.” 


Hadrat Maulana Thanwi rahimahullah included 
this poem of Hadrat Hafiz rahimahullah in his 
wa‘z (admonition, talk). Even if just this one 
poem was quoted in Hadrat’s wa‘z, we could have 
said that Hadrat explained the Tariqah in its 
entirety, because it is really the essence of the 
Tariqah. 


Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah also prohibits the 
above-mentioned reliance on one’s deeds. He says 
in the story about the fearless worshipper: 


“The worshipper was destroyed because he placed 
his trust in his obedience. On the other hand, the 
sinner pondered and reflected over his sins, and 
was extremely remorseful. This is why he gained 
salvation.” 
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You have one person who does not have any good 
deeds, and so, he does not rely on them. Another 
has good deeds and places his trust in them. The 
latter is worse than the former. If a person is 
externally evil and he goes to Hell, we will not be 
so surprised as we will be at a person who 
maintained a good outward condition but it 
became the cause of his entry into Hell. We learn 
from this that it is detestable for a worshipper to 
think highly of his worship. And it is most 
commendable for a sinner to place his trust in 
Allah’s & mercy and kindness. 


The pious elders do not rely on their good deeds 
even after carrying them out. Rather, they rely on 
Allah’s 4 grace. This is the meaning of tawakkul. 
Tawakkul applies to our obedience just as it 
applies to our sustenance. In other words, we 
must do all good deeds but place our trust in 
Allah 4. This means that we must understand 
that we will only succeed if He shows His mercy 
to us. If not, it is possible for us to be taken to 
task for the same good deeds. 


You have seen the unanimity of Hadrat Sa‘di 
rahimahullah, Hadrat Hafiz rahimahullah, Hadrat 
Maulana Thanwi- = rahimahullah and_ other 
mash@ikh with regard to the matter that man 
must also adopt tawakkul in worship. Iam saying 
the same thing as follows: Allah 4 created man 
for His worship. Disobedience to Him entails 
idleness. Worshipping Him and relying on it 
[worship] is akin to tashbih (considering an equal 
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with Allah 4), and worshipping Him and relying 
on Him is tauhid (belief in His oneness). 


The pious elders made this tawakkul their salient 
feature and way. Do you know where they derived 
it from? Rasulullah # said on one occasion: “No 
one will enter Paradise on the basis of his deeds.” 
Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha asked: “Even 
you, O Rastlullah>?” He replied: “Yes, even me. 
Unless Allah #& covers me with His mercy.” 


When the Chief of the Prophets and Leader of the 
Auliya’ # is saying this about himself, how can 
any wali or Sufi place his trust on his good 
deeds!? This Hadith is the basis of the Sufis for 
considering it objectionable to place one’s reliance 
on one’s good deeds. Rather, they place their 
trust solely in Allah %. 


The story of Hadrat Ibrahim ibn Ad-ham 
rahimahullah is related in Tarsi’ al-Jawahir al- 
Makkiyyah. He relates: “One night while I was 
engaged in dhikr, I fell asleep. I was discomforted 
by this because at the time, I was like those who 
placed their trust in their good _ deeds. 
Consequently, Allah % punished me by causing 
me to miss a few fard (compulsory) duties as a 
result of sleeping. I was addressed internally: ‘O 
Ibrahim! Become My servant and you will acquire 
comfort.” In other words, when We cause you to 
sleep, you must sleep. When we inspire to stand 
up in worship, you must stand up. You do not 
have any choice in-between these two. 
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Look! Hadrat Ibrahim ibn Ad-ham rahimahullah 
is enumerated among the senior auliyd’ of Allah 
4s. But he says about himself: “There was a time 
when I placed my trust in my good deeds.” 
Although Allah * removed him from this 
situation by virtue of his sincerity, we learn that 
it is not impossible for a person to place his trust 
on his good deeds after doing them. A person can 
only come out of Allah’s wrath if he is sincere and 
submits himself before Allah 4, and places before 
him Allah’s % power, independence and 
sovereignty. 


The pious elders explained various themes in an 
effort to remove us from this folly, and they 
endeavoured zealously to explain it to people. 
Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah who is an imam in 
this field writes in his Bustan: 


“If a person is heedless of Allah #& and deceived 
by this world, do not have any hopes of Din in 
him. If a person only looks at himself, do not 
expect him to look at Allah 4%. If you desire status 
for yourself, do not be like the wicked who look at 
others with derision. How can an _ intelligent 
person ever think he can achieve status through 
pride and arrogance!? Do not seek a status better 
than the one in which people say that you are a 
person of excellent character.” 


“Just think and reflect! If another person like you 
were to vex his pride over you, will you ever be 
prepared to consider him a buzurg? You should 
therefore not do this out of pride, as other proud 
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people behave before you. If you enjoy a lofty 
position, intelligence demands you not to scoff at 
those who are below you. Very often, a person on 
a lofty position slips and falls. And his place is 
taken by those who were lying down.” 


“I accept that you are pure from faults and you 
are a pious person. But what right do you have to 
wrong me? One person is holding on to the cover 
of the Ka‘bah while another person is intoxicated 
in a bar. Now if Allah * wills to make this 
drunkard into His accepted servant, who is there 
to stop Him? And if He wills to expel the person 
who is holding on to the Ka‘bah from His court, 
who is there to bring him back? Neither does this 
worshipper have any right to rely on his deeds, 
nor are the doors of repentance shut upon the 
sinner. When such is the case, how can any 
ascetic vex his pride over a libertine, and how can 
it be permissible for him to rely on his worship? 


I quoted the poem of Hadrat Hafiz rahimahullah 
previously: 


“According to the Tariqah, it is an act of kufr to 
rely on one’s piety and intelligence. Even if a salik 
possesses a hundred merits, he must place his 
trust in Allah 4.” 


Hadrat Maulana Thanwi rahimahullah used to 
read this poem in a manner which was really 
enjoyed by those who were present. The manner 
in which he read it demonstrated his internal 
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condition. He would also read the following lines 
of poetry: 


“Do not walk like a heedless person. The caravan 
of the true men of the path traversed the Sanglaj 
jungle in an orderly and continuous manner. Do 
not lose hope because those who drink the love of 
Allah 4 are able to reach the peak after having 
been in the pits.” 


Hadrat Thanwi rahimahullah used to quote the 
following poem as well: 


“Do not worship Allah 4 like the poor people who 
do work only if they are paid, because your 
Master knows exactly how to pay His servants.” 


He would also say: 


“I fear that on the day of Resurrection the halal 
food of the shaykh may not surpass our haram 
water.” 


These poems are undoubtedly the spirit and soul 
of tasawwuf. Hadrat Hafiz rahimahullah says: 


“The ascetic could not traverse the path safely 
because of his pride and arrogance. The person 
who had lost the way entered Dar as-Salam 
(Paradise) by virtue of his’ servitude and 
submission.” 


This was the way shown to us by the pious elders 
of every era. Hadrat Haji Sahib rahimahullah 
says: 
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“The worshippers may rely on their worship. But 
a worthless and poor person like me will rely on 
his crying over his sins.” 


We do not have the time for all this, but I 
explained it to you so that if you learn it, you will 
benefit from it. 


Now listen to something more about our previous 
theme, viz. Hadrat ‘Isa ss and the fearless 
worshipper. 


Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah relates that when the 
worshipper looked at the sinner, he said he was 
very lazy, unfortunate and immature. He also 
said that he does not want to be near him 
because some of his fire might afflict him. He 
added: 


“O Allah! When all the people assemble on the 
field of Resurrection, do not resurrect me with 
him.” 


He said this out of pride. A person does not have 
pride for no reason; there are causes and reasons 
for it. Here the reason was his considering himself 
to be a pious person on account of his worship. 
He thought to himself: “I am a worshipper. I 
worship Allah 4% by night and day. That is why I 
am his accepted servant.” On the other hand, the 
condition of true buzurgs in Allah’s % court is as 
follows: 
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“The buzurgs removed buzurgi (piety) from their 
heads.” 


This means, they do not keep thoughts of piety in 
their heads. Allah *% is most independent and 
sovereign. The angels, whose food is worship, also 
submit to this rule. 


Allah’s # greatness and independence 


Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah speaks about Allah’s 
4% being and attributes in the introduction to his 
Bustan. How excellent his words are! He says: 


“Allah 4 places the crown of good fortune on the 
head of one person, and removes another from 
the throne and brings him to the ground. The hat 
of success is placed on the head of one, while the 
shawl of wretchedness is cast on another. The fire 
was made into a garden for Hadrat Khalilullah 
[Ibrahim s\] while another group [Pharaoh and 
his people] were conveyed from the river Nile to 
the fire of Hell.” 


“If the first is a display of His grace and kindness, 
the second is a display of His greatness. He sees 
evil deeds from behind the veil, but He also casts 
a veil over them through His grace. If He were to 
unsheathe His sword with His royal authority, 
even the close angels will be left terrified and 
speechless.” 


“If He were to announce His kindness, even Satan 
would have expectations of salvation. The pious 
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cast aside their piety in His court which is an 
embodiment of kindness and piety.” 


If such is the lofty position of Allah %, who is even 
going to bother about inquiring about your 
worship? Great angels spend all their days and 
nights in His worship and _ still consider it 
deficient. But this worshipper [mentioned 
previously] engaged in a little worship and 
considered himself to be a buzurg. This was a 
proof of his insincerity. A person who is not a 
buzurg but wants to be included among them will 
make such statements. It is not easy for him to 
uphold the requirements of buzurgi (piety), and 
so, it is inevitable for him to resort to boasting. 
Such a person did not acquire any of the benefits 
of his worship. Worship is actually a bond 
between the worshipper and the Being who is 
worshipped. But this person neither recognized 
his self nor the Being whom he was worshipping. 
Had he possessed the slightest ma'‘rifat, would he 
have been so proud and arrogant? Would he have 
looked down on others? Or would he have looked 
at his own condition and filled his heart with fear 
and humility? 


Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah relates a story of a 
villager and the king’s army, and explains this 
point to us. 


The gist of the story is that a senior person of a 
village and his son passed by the king’s army. 
When the son saw the pomp and awe of the army, 
and the powerful movements of the soldiers; he 


150 


also saw how small and insignificant his father 
[who was a senior leader of the village] became in 
front of them. He asked his father: “Why are you 
appearing like a pauper and a servile man here? 
After all you are also the senior man of the village, 
and the leader among leaders? Why, then, are 
you behaving like a restless person who is on the 
verge of dying? Why are you shaking like a tree in 
front of the king?” 


The father replied: 


“Without doubt, I am certainly a leader and a 
ruler. But my honour is restricted to the village.” 


Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah states further on as a 
conclusion to the story: The reason for the fear 
which the pious personalities experience all the 
time is that they are in the royal court [of Allah 
4g]. O you heedless person! If you think you have 
some position and authority, then know well that 
you are also in the village [and your honour is 
restricted to it]. 


I related this story at the point when I said that if 
the worshipper had acquired a little ma'rifat, he 
would not have thought highly of himself and his 
own worship. But because he holds it in high 
regard, we conclude that he did not acquire any 
ma'‘rifat as yet. The Tariqah means _ self- 
effacement (fanad). When worship has an effect on 
a worshipper, he drowns himself in the 
remembrance of his beloved [Allah %] and he 
obliterates his existence in Allah’s 4% presence. 
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Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah proves this point in a 
striking manner under the heading, The story of 
Karmak shab tab. He says: 


“You may have seen an insect which gives off a 
light at night, flying around in the garden and 
fields. A person addressed this insect saying: ‘O 
you glittering insect, why do you not appear 
during the day?’ Listen to the intelligent answer 
given by this glittering insect which is created 
from soil. It replied: T live in the fields by day and 
night, but my presence is not seen before the 
sun,” 


Glory to Allah! See how the Shaykh proves self- 
effacement with such simple stories. When the 
worshipper’s tongue moved like a scissor against 
the sinner, it was really because he neither 
obliterated his existence nor did he get a whiff of 
ma'rifat. Had he acquired these qualities, he 
would not have made such haughty and arrogant 
statements. 


The reason for criticizing the worshipper 


I said it before and am saying it again; the 
criticism which Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah 
levelled against the fearless worshipper was not 
because of his worship but because of his 
fearlessness. The honour and merit of worship is 
established from the Qur’an and Hadith. Allah *% 
says: 
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“We decreed in the Zabur after the admonition 
that My righteous servants shall eventually 
inherit the land.” (SUrah al-Ambiya’, 21: 105) 


Although it is said that the “land” refers to the 
land of Paradise, Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas 2: states: 
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It refers to the land of earth which will be 
inherited by the believers and ruled by them. Al- 
Kalbi is also of the same opinion, and he supports 
it with this verse: “He [Allah 4] shall certainly 
make them deputies on earth.” 


Nevertheless, Allah “ states further on: 
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“It is in this that the people who [truly] worship 
[Allah] reach their objective. We have not sent you 
but as a mercy to the worlds.” (Surah al-Ambiya’, 
21: 106-107) 


Who will inherit the land? 


Look! The above verse states that balagh 
(reaching their objective, and _ sufficiency) is 
specifically for those who truly worship [Allah 4]. 
We learn from this that if you want to inherit the 
land, you must engage in Allah’s worship. It 
shows the merit of worship. It refers to worship 
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through which the worshipper desires Allah’s % 
pleasure. Not a worship which he continues doing 
while his evil condition also becomes worse — as 
was the case with this fearless worshipper 
[mentioned in the beginning]. His worship is not 
meritorious because it was not for Allah 4, it was 
for the creation, and he was worshipping his 
worship [and not worshipping Allah %&]. This is 
why Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah referred to him as 
one who worships his worship. Such people 
develop a self-ego, and so, the more worship they 
engage in, the worse their character becomes. If 
people were to praise them, they become even 
worse. When people have been deceived by their 
ostentatious worship and are now at their beck 
and call, they do not think of their own internal 
wickedness. Instead, they consider themselves to 
be pious, whereas, their bond with Allah % has 
been severed. 


A poet says: 


“When he sees people showing high regard to 
him, he becomes proud and loses control over his 
self.” 


He becomes a manifestation of the couplet: 


“He is an overworked wretch. He may endeavour 
the entire night, but he makes no progress 
whatsoever.” 


I am saying that the merits of worshippers are 
established from Qur’an and Hadith. Yet, Shaykh 
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Sa‘di rahimahullah is criticizing them here. The 
fact of the matter is that they are not really 
worshippers. There are two reasons for this: (1) 
They become proud over their worship. (2) Their 
ostentation and boasting creates stupidity in 
them. On the other hand, when a person seeks 
Allah 4, his intellect is straightened. 


An ‘arif is an intelligent person 


An ‘Grif is the most intelligent person. The claims 
which these [ostentatious] people make are to 
their detriment because people recognize such 
claims and remain aloof from them. This is 
obviously harmful to them because it goes against 
the objective of boasting. But they are also 
compelled into adopting such foolishness because 
when they receive nothing from Allah *%, they 
inevitably have to resort to such fabrications and 
futilities. If a person is not honest, he is inevitably 
a liar. Now how can liars develop conditions like 
those of the truthful!? 


It is stated with regard to Musaylamah, the 
impostor, that he used to ask the people to 
include his name in the adhan together with the 
name of Rasulullah #. It was as though he was 
claiming equality with Rasulullah #. He realized 
that rejecting Rasulullah # would not be well 
received, so he added his name to his. This is why 
the ‘ulama’ say that if a person is nothing and 
makes claim to certain merits, then he is the 
brother of Musaylamah, the impostor. 


155 


Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah related the story of 
this person so that you may be able to recognize 
such a person. When a person makes claims, you 
must conclude he is nothing. He has been 
discarded from the court of Allah 4%. 


Even in this story, the worshipper developed pride 
over his worship. This was totally against the 
requirement of worship because it ought to have 
created humility, servitude and submission in 
him. On the contrary, pride, ostentation and 
haughtiness developed in him; and these are the 
essential ingredients of disobedience. He looked 
up to his worship, relied on it, and considered 
himself independent of Allah’s *% mercy. He 
became proud over his worship. These qualities 
normally develop in the pious. This is 
undoubtedly a very difficult point. Only if Allah % 
shows kindness to a person, will he be able to 
save himself. If not, he will find it very difficult. 
The buzurgs say that it is kufr (unbelief) to place 
one’s trust in one’s worship. Hadrat Hafiz Sahib 
says: 


“According to the Tariqah, it is an act of kufr to 
rely on one’s piety and intelligence. Even if a salik 
possesses a hundred merits, he must place his 
trust in Allah 4s.” 


It is an act of kufr because man ought to rely on 
Allah 4% alone, on His grace and His kindness. He 
has committed an act of the unbelievers by 
placing his trust on something apart from Allah 
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An important investigation 


Understand one point here. Just as a person 
relies on his abstinence and obedience, he 
sometimes relies on his sins as well. In other 
words, a sinner’s gaze shifts from Allah’s *% 
pardon and kindness, and becomes confined to 
his sin. Consequently, when he looks at his many 
sins, he is overcome by despondency and thinks 
that he will never be forgiven. It is as though his 
focus has shifted completely from Allah’s % 
pardon and kindness. The mashda’ikh consider 
this to be a dangerous condition because Allah % 
says about the sinners: 
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“Say: O My servants who wronged themselves. Do 
not despair of Allah’s mercy. Surely Allah forgives 
all sins.” 


This is the Islamic belief. On the other hand, it is 
as if this person is saying that Allah % can never 
forgive him. This person is extremely foolish and 
witless. 


Nevertheless, whether a person relies on his 
obedience or his_ disobedience, both are 
reprehensible. A worshipper relies on _ his 
obedience because he is not cognizant of Allah’s 
4 power to “punish whomever He wills”. As for 
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the sinner who relies on his disobedience, he is 
not cognizant of Allah’s 4 statement: 


ail AAS oye (gheik Y 
“Do not despair of Allah’s mercy.” 


Balance and equity demand for a worshipper to 
be pleased by his worship, but to remain fearful 
of Allah’s punishment at the same time. In like 
manner, a sinner may fear his sins, but at the 
same time he must believe in Allah’s 4 mercy and 
forgiveness. If a sinner possesses this quality, he 
will be successful despite his sins. You saw this 
in the story of the fearless worshipper and the 
fearful sinner. 


But there are times when a sinner becomes 
audacious in his sins. Let alone having any 
remorse and regret, he becomes boastful of his 
sins. He commits a sin at night, and relates it 
proudly during the day. This is known as 
audaciousness, and such a person will be taken 
to task on the day of Resurrection. 


Nevertheless, Allah *% teaches us that a pious 
person must think of Allah’s punishment together 
with His mercy. And a sinner must think of His 
mercy together with having fear for Him. 


Glory to Allah! Look at how well he explained the 
wisdom of the Shariah. It is as though he 
explained the principle: 
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“Iman is suspended between hope and fear.” 
(Qamar az-Zaman) 


One more point needs to be understood here. In 
the above story, Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah 
referred to the worshipper as a “fearless 
worshipper”. We learn from this that worshippers 
are of two kinds, fearful and fearless. Now who is 
the one who is a fearless worshipper? Shaykh 
Sa‘di rahimahullah delved into another theme 
before relating the above story. It is titled: The 
consequences of egotism and the blessings of 
servitude. 


He gives a word of advice in this regard: “I accept 
you are free from faults, but do not frown at us 
who are filled with faults.” 


This means: If a person is free of faults, then 
glory to Allah 4%! What can we say!? At the same 
time, he should not look at the faults of and 
criticize those who are sinners and are filled with 
faults. If he abstains from doing this, his piety 
will be perfected and he will be known as a fearful 
worshipper. But if he despises and looks down on 
others while carrying out his acts of worship, he 
may be called a worshipper on the outside, but he 
will not be a fearful worshipper. We learn from 
this that it is easy to be a worshipper, but 
difficult to be a fearful person. 
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Consequently, when Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah 
referred to him as a fearless worshipper, it was 
because of his harsh words and unmannerly 
conduct with the sinner. We learn from this that 
when Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah prohibited the 
pious from obstinacy, he followed it with a story 
of a fearless worshipper to explain this theme 
further. We conclude that his obstinacy was the 
cause of his fearlessness, and the cause of the 
obstinacy was his considering himself to be a 
pious person, and having a high regard for his 
good deeds. This resulted in his despising and 
looking down on others. 


A lesson from our pious elders 


Glory to Allah! From these lessons of our elders 
we learn how lofty the standard of character is! A 
person who does not commit sins, and is in fact 
divinely protected from sinning (ma‘stim) is not 
given the right to despise any sinner. His good 
fortune lies in considering himself to be 
insignificant and having a high regard for others. 
This is because one shall be judged according to 
how he departed from this world, and no one 
knows this with certainty. 


As for deeds, how can any person vex pride over 
them when a Hadith states that Rastlullah # 
said: “No one will enter Paradise on the basis of 
his deeds.” Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha 
asked: “Even you, O Rasulullah?” He replied: 
“Yes, even me. Unless Allah # covers me with His 
mercy.” 


160 


The fearless worshipper did not know this or did 
not practise on it. But Rastlullah # taught it to 
the ummah through his words, actions and 
conditions; and the ummah learnt it from him. 


Look at the humble and unassuming couplets 
which Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah brought at the 
beginning of his Bustan. Glory to Allah! Merely 
reading them creates a certain condition in the 
reader. The loftiness of Allah # and Rastlullah #, 
and one’s own insignificance are created in the 
heart. He says: 


“QO Allah! I make one request through the 
blessings of the children of Fatimah. My request 
is that I must depart from this world with iman. 
Whether You reject or accept my du‘a’, I will be 
present on the day of Resurrection, my hand will 
be outstretched, and it will be holding on to the 
garment of the family of Rasulullah #. O 
Rasulullah, O you who will hold a lofty position in 
Allah’s royal court! What loss will it be to you if a 
handful of obedient servants become guests in 
Paradise through you?” 


“Allah 4 spoke highly of you, Jibra’ll #& kissed 
your blessed ground, the heavens humbled 
themselves before your rank and position, and 
you were already created when Adam ¥¢%\ was still 
between water and soil [still in the process of 
creation].” 


“You were the basis for the coming of the entire 
universe. The things which came into existence 
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after you are actually your branches. I do not 
know what to say about you which will appeal to 
you because you are far above whatever I say in 
your praise. The following statement of Allah 4% is 
sufficient to prove your honour: 


Sey) cal U SY J 


“Were it not for you, I would not have created the 
heavens.” 


“And Ya Sin and Ta Ha are sufficient for your 
praises. What can this unqualified Sa‘di [the 
author is referring to himself] say in your praise? 
O Prophet! May Allah’s peace and salutations be 
on you.” 


Look at the pure theme - that is, the praise of 
Allah 4 - with which Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah 
commenced his book. He then followed it with an 
emotional praise of Rasulullah #. Each couplet is 
immersed in respect and humility. Now listen 
further. In chapter four of the same book, he 
relates an incident portraying the humility of 
Sayyid at-Taifah Hadrat Junayd rahimahullah. 
This shows the extent of love and affinity which 
the buzurgs had with the life of Rastlullah . The 
humility and servitude which was displayed by 
Rasulullah # was emulated by the _ special 
servants of this ummah. They proved through 
their actions that this is the only way. Shaykh 
Sa‘di rahimahullah says: 
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“I heard that Hadrat Junayd rahimahullah saw a 
dog in a jungle in San‘a. The dog’s hunting teeth 
had fallen off. It had also lost the strength of its 
claws which had been powerful enough to catch 
lions. The dog had become powerless like an old 
fox. It would either hunt buck after hunting 
mountain goats, or it would eat the leg of the 
sheep belonging to the tribe.” 


“When Hadrat Junayd rahimahullah saw this 
poor, weak and injured dog, he took out a piece of 
some food from his provisions and placed it 
before the dog. I have heard that Hadrat Junayd 
rahimahullah would cry profusely and say: ‘Who 
knows who is the better of us in the sight of Allah 
4s? I may appear to be in a better position than 
this dog today, but I do not know what fate has 
destined for me tomorrow.” 


“If my feet of tman do not slip, I will place the 
crown of Allah’s % pardon on my head. If, Allah 
forbid, the garment of ma‘rifat does not remain on 
us, then I am most certainly worse than this dog, 
and it is far better than me. This is because even 
if this dog has a thousand wrongs, when it dies, it 
will not go to Hell, while Hell is prepared for 
humans.” 


Glory to Allah! Look at the gist of the story. O 
Sa‘di! This alone is the way. Those treading the 
path of the Tariqah never looked at their selves 
with honour. In other words, they did not suffer 
from egotism and self-honour. Rather, they 
always chose to be humble. This is why they 
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surpassed the angels — they never considered 
themselves to be better than even dogs. 


You have observed the beginning and middle 
portions of Shaykh Sa‘di’s rahimahullah speech. 
Now look at his conclusion as well. It is 
appropriate to conclude with hope, and so, the 
Shaykh taught us the way of doing this also. In 
fact, he makes a du‘d’ and teaches us how a 
servant should turn his attention to Allah’s % 
mercy. Undoubtedly, the Shaykh was most 
excellent in this regard. He says: 


“My heart is crying out, giving me hope and 
saying to me that Allah #% feels ashamed before a 
grey-haired believer. If it is correct that Allah # is 
shy of me, then it is most astonishing that I am 
not ashamed of my own self!?” 


“Have you not heard about Yusuf 8? Despite 
going through so many hardships, and suffering 
imprisonment, when he became the ruler and 
reached a high position of authority, he pardoned 
his family members for their crimes against him. 
And why should this not be the case? After all, 
when Allah # made him such a handsome man, 
He also bestowed him with excellent character. 
Yusuf | did not imprison them for their wrongs, 
and he did not reject their counterfeit money. If 
such is the level of pardoning of a Prophet, we 
also have hope in Allah’s kindness. We hope that 
He will pardon this worthless person solely out of 
His mercy and kindness. I too have not come with 
any capital. I have nothing but hope and 
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expectation. O Allah! Do not cause me to lose 
hope in Your pardon.” 


Did you see? Rastlullah # taught the ummah to 
make this du‘a’: 
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“Iam the one who is afflicted, the one who is in 
need...” 


See how well the ummah learnt this lesson and 
practised on it. 


What was the reason for Rastlullah # 
acknowledging his sins when he was ma‘sum? 
Now listen to the answer. 


The reason for acknowledging sins 


Allah 4 says in the Qur’an: 
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“There are others who have confessed their sins 
[after] having mixed a righteous deed with 
another that was evil.” (Surah at-Taubah, 9: 102) 


This verse praises those who acknowledge their 
sins and speaks highly of them. Rastlullah’s 


rank was one of 01,4 ai« ols (his character was a 


physical manifestation of the Qur’an). How, then, 
could Rastlullah # turn away from acquiring this 
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merit!? We know that every virtue and merit is 
found to perfection in the Prophets 48. 
Rasulullah # therefore stood in the line of the 
sinners, acknowledged his sins, and cried before 
Allah % and beseeched Him to the extent of 
fulfilling this duty as well, and surpassed 
everyone in repentance and seeking forgiveness. 


Glory to Allah! Look at the words which he chose 
for himself - words which no one else could have 
uttered. He said: “I am the one who is afflicted, 
the one who is in need, the one who is crying out 
for help, the one who is seeking refuge, the one 
who is in fear, the one who is in awe [of You], the 
one who admits and confesses his sins. I beg of 
You the begging of a destitute, I beseech You the 
beseeching of a wretched sinner, I ask You the 
asking of a fearful person who has been afflicted 
by a calamity, and the asking of the person whose 
neck is submitted before You, whose tears are 
flowing for You, whose body is humbled before 
You, and who has submitted himself before You.” 


Glory to Allah! Look at the level of acknowledging 
one’s sins and the manner in which he consoled 
and pacified the sinners through this du'a’? Look 
at the level of concern for the condition of sinners 
by saying to them that he is a Prophet for them as 
well. If he were to abandon them, where will they 
go to? This is why he included himself in their 
line and made a confession of sins. 
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Really, there is no shaykh who will lower himself 
to the level of his murid and tutor him in such a 
way as demonstrated by Rasulullah %. 


Rasulullah’s # teaching was as you saw above. 
The books relate a unique story of Sayyid 
Giysudraz rahimahullah, who was a_ senior 
personality of his time. The author of Mir’atul 
Asrar writes: I went to visit Gisudraz quddisa 
sirruhu. He gave me some money and instructed 
me to buy alcohol. I carried out his instruction. 
He said to me: ‘Pour it in a tumbler and give it to 
me.’ I did this. The shaykh drank it, and said: 
‘You must also drink a glass of it.’ I had no 
alternative, considered the saying: 


i bs I 
“An order is given precedence over respect.” 


And drank it. I take an oath in the name of Allah 
4g, the all-knowing, it was pure honey.” 


Glory to Allah! What conditions, and what 
mysteries! The reason behind his actions is 
explained thus: When the sdlikin, in their intense 
state of suluk, begin to look up to their worship 
and develop self-ego, they cast themselves into 
sin in order to remove their self-ego. When these 
personalities go to such levels to lower 
themselves, Allah % changes the intrinsic nature 
of things by virtue of their honesty and sincerity. 
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The ‘ulamd’ explained this and have also written 
it in their books. But I say: If a Sufi falls into a 
predicament, what is the need for him to commit 
an act which is not only against the Sunnah, but 
also against the Shariah? The Sunnah ought to 
be followed even in such situations. This is the 
only way which is illuminated and free from 
danger. In such a situation, a person ought to be 
mindful of Rastlullah’s # du‘a’: 


sett Cpe sad gl Ul 


“I am the one who is afflicted, the one who is in 
need, the one who is crying out for help, the one 
who is seeking refuge...” 


Will a person who says it verbally and 
comprehends it with his heart not be able to come 
out from such a predicament through it? Yes, it 
may take some time before it settles in his heart, 
but if he perseveres, insha Allah, he will come out 
of such a predicament. 


A beneficial investigation 


I now ask you: How can it be permissible for even 
the greatest of walis to commit such unlawful 
actions in order to come out of a predicament? 
The way of repentance as taught to us by 
Rasulullah # is sufficient for us to come out of 
sin. If we study the Qur’an, we will learn that 
repentance is the first of all deeds. Allah 4% says: 
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“They are those who repent, who worship, who 
are grateful, who remain abstinent, who bow 
down, who prostrate, who command good, who 
prohibit evil, and who observe the limits set by 
Allah. And give glad tidings to the believers.” 
(Strah at-Taubah, 9: 112) 


Allah 4 enumerates some of the attributes of the 
believers and mujahidin. The first of them is 
taubah (repentance), and worship is mentioned 
after it. I had stated previously that Rastlullah’s 
# character was a physical embodiment of the 
Qur’an. When he saw this attribute [of taubah] to 
be the most beloved to Allah *%, he remained at 
the forefront in possessing it. He said: 
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“Iam the one who is afflicted, the one who is in 
need, the one who is crying out for help, the one 
who is seeking refuge...” 


The reason for surpassing everyone is that the 
Prophets *& surpass their followers in all 
excellent qualities. So when Allah #% spoke in 
praise of those who repent, Rastlullah # placed 
himself at the forefront of this group. He 
demonstrated this by fulfilling the responsibility 
of seeking forgiveness (istighfar) and surpassed all 
in this regard. Taubah and istighfar are one and 
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the same. The only difference is that taubah is 
from the heart while istighfar is uttered with the 
tongue. 


Since taubah is the first of all deeds, it will 
remain first. If an unbeliever wants to become a 
Muslim, he will have to make taubah first. If a 
sinner wants to become righteous, he will have to 
repent. If a Sufi wants to tread the path of the 
Tariqah, he will have to repent first. In short, 
whether the person is an unbeliever or a 
polytheist, a sinner or a worshipper, a Sufi or a 
wali, if he wants to progress, he will have to make 
taubah. If any of these people wish to progress, 
they will not be able to do so as long as they do 
not repent. A person can engage in a thousand 
ways of striving, but if he does not make taubah, 
his deeds will go to waste. When a person does a 
deed, he inevitably looks at it with regard. This is 
why the pious elders stress taubah and consider 
it to be the first step for entry in the royal court 
[of Allah 4]. They know about its great influence 
in Allah’s # court, and so, they embrace it with 
heart and soul. A poet says: 


“Due to arrogance and pride within himself, an 
ascetic (zahid) could not tread the path safely. 
Whereas an immoral person entered Dar as- 
Salam (Paradise) because of his submission and 
crying [before Allah 4]. 
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The nafs is the cause of everything 


The fact of the matter is that the nafs is the cause 
of everything. When the nafs is corrupt, it 
corrupts everything else. Worship is an excellent 
thing. But once the nafs joins in, it corrupts 
worship. This is why it is necessary to eradicate 
and break it. Seeking forgiveness (istighfar) is the 
best way to break it. We learn that the original 
way is for man to continue repenting and seeking 
forgiveness. My heart desires to quote the 
following couplet which used to be read very often 
by Maulwi Musa Sahib: 

“Now we will never go out in search because we 
have found it. Once we found Rasutlullah #, we 
found Allah 4.” 


I say: Just as taubah is the first of all deeds, it is 
also the last because the starting point of a thing 
is also its ending point. Someone asked a buzurg: 


Cislgdl Le 
“What is the end of the Tariqah?” 
He replied: 
Ald A) age 
“To return to the beginning.” 


Thus, taubah is not merely a condition, but a 
stage, and a very high stage. This is why all the 
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Prophets #¢\ and auliyd’ held on firmly to it. When 
the Ahlullah reach this stage and they look at 
their incapability and shortcomings, taubah and 
istighfar becomes their intrinsic and essential 
condition. This is why Surah an-Nasr was 
revealed shortly before Rastlullah’s # departure 
from this world. It contains the order to glorify 
Allah 4 and to seek His forgiveness. 
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“Glorify the praises of your Lord and seek His 
forgiveness. Surely He is most relenting.” 


In emulation of this Sunnah, the pious 
personalities of every era encouraged towards 
dhikr, reflection, confession of sins, taubah, 
istighfar, and denial of one’s own merits. 


The pious personalities paid particular 
attention to dhikr, shughl, taubah and 
istighfar 


The book, Maktubat Ma‘stmiyyah, states: 


“Pay particular attention to the halaqah-e-dhikr 
(the assembly of dhikrn) and be constant in it. Be 
desirous of solitude and seclusion, and set aside 
an hour or two for it daily. Spend this time in 
dhikr, reflection, thinking of your shortcomings 
and slip ups, and engage in taubah and istighfar. 
Engage in a denial of all your merits and 
achievements. Spend your remaining time in 
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deriving benefit and passing on benefit to others.” 
(Maktubat, p. 2277) 


What excellent advice! This means that a sdlik 
must set aside some time daily and engage in 
dhikr, reflection, taubah, istighfar, and in denial 
of his merits and achievements. Because this is 
an effective way of removing conceit and self-ego 
from his self. 


At present, the condition of people is to pay no 
attention to the teachings of the pious elders. 
They merely want to fall on them. In other words, 
they have made mere physical closeness to them 
to be their objective. Khwajah Ma‘sum 
rahimahullah also stated that a person must deny 
his achievements in this special time which he 
sets aside. This is because the masha’ikh state 
that it is contradictory to servitude to ask Allah #% 
for achievements [and higher ranks]. In fact, it is 
disrespectful. The book, Tarsi® al-Jawahir states 
that this results in a person losing more than 
what he has achieved. This is because Allah % 
created man and made this world a place of trials 
and tribulations. He ordered man to do certain 
things, and prohibited him from doing certain 
things. Now if he is a true servant, his sole task 
must be carrying out His orders and asking Him 
for inspiration and ability to carry them out. It is 
essential for him to ensure nothing apart from 
Allah 4 has an influence on his heart. He must 
endeavour to sever all ties which create a defect 
in his servitude [to Allah 4s]. This is the attribute 
of a true servant and slave of Allah 4. As for 
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seeking the fruits and rewards of deeds, this is 
most inappropriate because the matter 
concerning results and rewards is referred to 
Allah 4. If He wills, He may give them in this 
world, or He may give them in the Hereafter. The 
servant has no choice in this regard. 


If a servant is hasty in seeking the fruits [of his 
efforts], he has been disrespectful for two 
reasons: (1) He asked for a reward for his deeds. 
(2) He considered this world to be the place for 
the rewards. In other words, he ought to have 
asked for the rewards in the Hereafter, and not in 
this world. 


If Allah 4 gives something to a person, he must 
accept it without any hesitation. He may rejoice 
over bounties on the basis that they are proofs of 
Allah’s pleasure. But for the person to be pleased 
when he receives bounties, and displeased when 
they are taken away from him, this is totally 
unacceptable because he must be one who is 
maslub al-iradah (one whose will has been taken 
away from him). A poet says: 
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“When I seek the path of rectitude, then it is my 
objective to forget my objective.” 


Consequently, Allah’s #% servants remain pleased 

with Allah * in every situation — whether the 

world is expanded for them or constricted, 

whether they are able to engage in excessive 
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worship or not. This is because they do not know 
where the good lies. 


Hadrat Ibrahim ibn Ad-ham rahimahullah said: 
“One night while I was engaged in dhikr, I fell 
asleep. I was discomforted by this because at the 
time, I was like those who placed their trust in 
their good deeds.” (You see what the shaykh is 
saying? He is saying: “at the time, I was like those 
who placed their trust in their good deeds.” 
Because he possessed sincerity, he related his 
good and bad qualities [he did not conceal his 
wrong]. But today people think they have 
accomplished the way of suluk, passed all these 
trials, and are now perfect. In reality, they have 
neither come out of the trials, nor have they 
traversed the way of sulik. The fact of the matter 
is that they do not understand the Tariqah in the 
least, and are merely prattling. I ask you: How is 
it that you need intelligence to understand the 
things of this world, but do not need it to 
understand the way of Allah #? This is why there 
is no progress and the path is sealed. Increase 
your intellect and understand what is said. Only 
then will you progress). 


Hadrat Ibrahim ibn Ad-ham_= rahimahullah 
continues: “Consequently, Allah %& punished me 
by causing me to miss a few fard (compulsory) 
duties as a result of sleeping. I was addressed 
internally: ‘O Ibrahim! Become My servant and 
you will acquire comfort.” In other words, when 
We cause you to sleep, you must sleep. When we 
inspire to stand up in worship, you must stand 
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up. You do not have any choice in-between these 
two. 


Man will have to put an end to his own 
views 


Man has to put an end to his own views and 
opinions because Allah #% sometimes gets him to 
commit a sin so that it creates subjugation and 
servitude in his heart. This is far better than 
obedience which causes him to become arrogant 
and haughty. Consequently, a Hadith states that 
a person commits a sin but enters Paradise 
because of it. This means that after committing 
the sin, he repents, seeks forgiveness, turns to 
Allah # and confesses his sin; and this causes 
his forgiveness. This is because he remains 
saddened, broken-hearted, ashamed and 
embarrassed by the sin; and these are all good 
qualities. In short, servitude means carrying out 
Allah’s * orders and abstaining from His 
prohibitions solely for the sake of Allah 4. It must 
not be adulterated by anything else. He must 
remain pleased with Allah * in every condition, 
and he must not claim any personal achievement. 


The book, Fath Rabbani, relates: A person bought 
a slave and asked him: “What would you like to 
eat?” He replied: “Whatever you feed me.” He 
asked him: “What would you like to wear?” He 
replied: “Whatever you clothe me.” He asked: 
“What work would you like to do?” He replied: 
“Whatever you order me to do.” He asked: “Where 
would you like to stay?” He replied: “Wherever 
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you order me.” On hearing this, the master said: 
“You are a strange person! You do not have any 
desire!?” He said: “O my master! Can a slave ever 
have any wish before his master!?” On hearing 
this, the master said: “If only I was to my Real 
Master [Allah 4] as you are to me. You are 
released. I am freeing you solely because of this. I 
now want you to sit in my place and I will serve 
you. You are now my master because you 
reminded me of my forgotten lesson. You deserve 
to be served by me.” 


A poet says: 


“May Allah 4% reward you because you opened my 
eyes and connected me with Allah %.” 


The author of Tarsi* states that sometimes Allah 
4 tests His servant through sin, and the same sin 
becomes better than obedience after repentance 
and turning to Him. A Hadith states: 


ls Rae IS Se 


“The best of you is the person who is extremely 
repentant after having fallen into tribulation.” 


The above person is referred to as a maftun (put 
through tests and tribulations) because Allah *% 
tests him repeatedly through sins. He commits a 
sin, and repents. He commits a sin again, and 
repents again. He traverses the path in this way. 
A poet says: 
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“This is how we traversed the path: we fell, we got 
up after having fallen down, and we continued [on 
our journey].” 


Some ‘aArifin state that Rastlullah #% informed us 
in this Hadith that the pious of this ummah too 
will not be protected against mistakes and errors. 
Instead, they will also commit sins so that they 
may turn to Allah #% in repentance and istighfar. 
Allah 4% dearly loves taubah and istighfar. Since it 
is dependent on sinning, this is why sins are 
committed by these personalities. This is the 
meaning of the statement made by some pious 
elders: 
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“Some sins are more beneficial to a believer than 
many acts of obedience because they bring the 
fear of Allah #% and turning to Him after they are 
committed.” 


This causes the person to be among those who 
repent abundantly to Allah %. Consequently, he 
is included among the beloved servants of Allah 4% 
because He loves those who turn to Him in 
repentance. Repentance refers to the one which 
emanates from the heart, not the one which is 
uttered verbally. 


‘Allamah Hirali says: The soul and Satan instil 

many whispers in a sinner’s heart. One such 

whispering is to make him think that if he does 

not know for sure that he will not commit the sin 
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again, he must not repent because there is no 
benefit in such repentance. This is from among 
the tricks of Satan and the whisperings of one’s 
soul. Man should therefore hasten towards 
repentance. If he breaks it, he must repent again. 
Allah 4 loves this condition because it breaks the 
conceit which develops from doing good deeds. 


As for the sin, repentance wipes it off. Eventually, 
both are put to an end. That is, neither does 
conceit nor sin remain in him. This is Allah’s *% 
way of tutoring a person. When he is cleansed 
and purified in this way, he is obviously included 
among Allah’s 4 most beloved servants. We learn 
from this that when man does good deeds, he 
most certainly develops self-conceit; and this has 
to be removed. Conceit which comes from good 
deeds cannot be removed unless the person sees 
himself involved in sin. And so, the sin puts an 
end to his conceit. As for the sin itself, Allah # 
promulgated repentance for it. When man repents 
with sincerity, and fear and repentance develop in 
his heart, the sin is pardoned. This is what 
breaks the back of the quliya’. In other words, 
these personalities are intent on not committing a 
sin, but Allah # wants them not to look at their 
good deeds. That is why sins are committed by 
them as well. 


Although they are also able to turn to Allah *% 
through good deeds, there is no fear in it. That is 
why man suffers from conceit and other similar 
illnesses. As opposed to the repentance which 
sinners are bestowed with after committing a sin; 
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it contains an element of fear as well. This 
turning to Allah # is better than the former. It is 
really very difficult for a person to do a good deed 
which causes him to think he is fulfilling his dues 
to Allah 4% and to still have fear for Him. This is 
because he experiences a certain joy and 
satisfaction from the good deed. This can cause 
conceit and arrogance, but not fear; except in 
certain people. This is why the level of the 
worshipper is below that of the sinner. Not 
because he engaged in worship, but because he 
included conceit in his worship. 


Similarly, the sinner who has the qualities of 
turning to Allah % and fear of Him is on a higher 
level than a worshipper. Not because he 
committed a sin, but because he followed the sin 
with fear and repentance. This caused him to 
enjoy a higher rank. Today we do not see any 
progress in our imdan because we are heedless of 
our spiritual condition. People of the past 
progressed because they used to monitor their 
internal spiritual actions as well. Internal actions 
are such that people think he is devoid of them, 
while he continues doing them [without their 
having any knowledge of them]. 


For example, the fear and turning to Allah % 
[which we mentioned above]. When _ these 
qualities embed themselves in the heart, they will 
not allow the person to rest. Allah’s fear will 
completely melt his heart, but no one else will 
know about it. Thus, fear and hope are always 
found in a believer’s heart, and he is able to 
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maintain a mental balance through them. When 
good deeds cause any conceit, fear sets right this 
condition. If he is overcome by fear and despair, 
hope sets right this condition. You must have 
heard the saying: 


Bottle ole II coy OY! 
“Iman is suspended between hope and fear.” 


This means: The person must be fearful of Allah’s 
warnings, and hopeful of His promises. Allah % 
promised Paradise and also warned against Hell. 
A believer therefore believes in both, and both 
qualities are found in his heart. 


Hadrat Maulana Muhammad ‘Ali Maungeri 
rahimahullah was an erudite ‘alim and a khalifah 
of Maulana Fadl ar-Rahman = rahimahullah. 
Someone asked him: “Maulana, how are you?” He 
replied: “Brother, what are you asking about a 
believer!? In this world he remains between fear 
and hope. If a person is between fear and hope, 
what can you ask of his condition? He can only 
describe his condition when he hears the good 
news of his entry into Paradise.” 


Glory to Allah! What a scholarly and Sufic reply! 
The ‘ulamd’ were greatly impressed by this reply. 
In short, the qualities of fear and hope are found 
equally in a believer’s heart. I received a letter 
from a person in Mumbai today. He writes -in a 
poem - his impressions after leaving here. 
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“Everything is dull, still, hopeless, and silent. 
Such is the scene of the universe without you.” 


This is what he wrote. I say: Brother! If fear and 
hope are firmly established in a heart and there is 
a constant conflict between the two, how can a 
person experience any peace and silence? 
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The verse which instils the most hope 


Allah 4 says: 
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“Say: O My servants who wronged themselves. Do 
not despair of Allah’s mercy. Surely Allah forgives 
all sins.” 


The above verse prohibits despair and losing 
hope. In other words, it orders us to have hope. 
When a prohibition is made, an order of its 
opposite is made. And when an order is issued, a 
prohibition of its opposite is made. So look at the 
grace and kindness of Allah %! He orders the 
sinners to have hope and prohibited them from 
despair. The ‘ulamd’ state: Just as it is kufr to be 
fearless of Allah 4%, in like manner, it is kufr to 
despair of His mercy. Maulana Rum rahimahullah 
says: “Allah 4 chopped off the neck of despair.” 


This is why the masha’ikh refer to the above verse 
to be the one which instils the most hope. The 
Maktubat-e-Ma‘sumiyyah provides a wonderful 
explanation in this regard. We are quoting it here. 
But we are first quoting a captivating question 
and answer. 


“The Prophets #8 are on the level of rada (Allah’s 
pleasure). What does this verse mean: 
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“Your Lord shall certainly give you, and so, you 
will become pleased.” (Surah ad-Duha, 93: 5) 


There are two types of rada: (1) One which is 
experienced before a bestowal [or gift]. This is 
enjoyed by the Prophets #<# all the time. Whether 
a gift is given or not, whether they are enjoying a 
bounty or not, the radd is the same. In other 
words, these great personalities are fully satisfied 
with whatever they received and whatever was 
destined for them. (2) The other will be on the day 
of Resurrection. When Rastlullah # will see all 
the countless bounties and gifts, he will say: ‘O 
Allah! Enough, enough. I am pleased.” 


Iam now quoting what I initially intended: 


“It is said that Hadrat Imam Muhammad Baqir 
said: ‘You, people of Iraq, say that the verse ‘Do 
not despair of Allah’s mercy’ instils the most 
hope. On the other hand, we, the ahl-e-bayt (the 
family of Rastlullah #), are of the opinion that 
the verse ‘Your Lord shall certainly give you, and 
so, you will become pleased’, instils more hope. 
This is because Rastlullah # will not be pleased 
as long as a single follower of his remains in Hell.’ 
I say: We can make both verses conform with 
each other by saying that the first verse ‘Do not 
despair of Allah’s mercy’ applies more to people in 
general, while the second verse - ‘Your Lord shall 
certainly give you, and so, you will become 
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pleased’ - applies to the ummah of Muhammad 
ae.” 


Now you see, there is a difference of opinion as 
regards which verse instils more hope. Someone 
says it is ‘Do not despair of Allah’s mercy’, others 
say it is: ‘Your Lord shall certainly give you, and 
so, you will become pleased”. And did you see the 
excellent manner in which the Shaykh correlated 
the two by saying that the first is for people in 
general (i.e. for people of all nations), while the 
second is specifically for the ummah of Rasulullah 


The verse means: Allah # is saying to Rastlullah 
# that he must not worry. Allah *% will soon 
bestow him with numerous bounties and favours 
— so many that he will be pleased with them. So 
this verse instils more hope because it promises 
to please Rastlullah #%. Obviously, how can he be 
pleased if even a single member of his ummah is 
in Hell? After all, he has intense love and affection 
for his ummah. It is far-fetched for him to remain 
pleased if even a single member of his ummah is 
in Hell. A poet says: 


“Did the Merciful [Allah 4] not promise to please 
you in Strah ad-Duha? It is far-fetched for you to 
be pleased while a single one of us is being 
punished in Hell.” 
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Glory to Allah! What excellent words! They are 
real eye-openers for the ‘ulama’, and _ instil 
consolation in the entire ummah. 


The verse which instils the most fear 


I now read another verse to you. Allah * says: 
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“O believers! Do not devour interest doubling and 
re-doubling it. fear Allah so that you may prosper. 
Beware of that Fire which has been prepared for 
the unbelievers.” (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3: 130-131) 


The commentary, Rah al-Ma‘ani, states that Imam 
A‘zam [Abu Hanifah] rahimahullah said: This 
verse instils the most fear because it warns the 
believers who devour interest of the Fire which 
has been prepared for the unbelievers. They will 
enter it if they do not abstain from Allah’s *% 
prohibitions. Just as the verse “Do not despair of 
Allah’s mercy” instils the most hope, the above 
verse instils the most fear. You are very happy at 
finding the verse which instils the most hope, 
now take the one which instils the most fear. 


The mention of fear and hope in the Qur’an is 
gauged from the above. We continue reading the 
Qur’an but we do not know whether it has 
anything to do with suluk and tasawwuf or not. 
Fear and hope are both attributes of the heart. 
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When the ‘ulamd’ say that a particular verse 
instils the most hope or the most fear, our hearts 
must experience these feelings when we read 
such verses. If they have no effect on our hearts, 
what is the use in referring to them as the ones 
which instil the most fear or most hope? 


Presence of heart when reading the Qur’an 


A believer ought to have presence of heart when 
reading the Qur’an. He must ponder over what he 
is reading and whose speech he is reading. 
Especially so when he comes across such verses, 
he must strengthen his attention and focus, and 
read them with full presence of heart. He must 
endeavour to influence his heart with these 
feelings [of fear and hope]. 


If it does not have the desired effect on his heart 
by reading it once, he must read it a second and a 
third time. He must not proceed until he feels 
some effect of the verse in his heart. Allah # says 
further on: 
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“Hasten towards forgiveness of your Sustainer 
and towards Paradise whose breadth is the 
heavens and the earth - prepared for the pious.” 
(Surah Al ‘Imran, 3: 133) 


There was a person who was considered to be a 

Muslim according to the British. He used to say: 

“Allah 4 caused Hadrat Hajirah radiyallahu ‘anha 
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to run between Safa and Marwah, and thereby 
caused the rest of the people to run between 
these two mountains until the Resurrection (i.e. 
he made the sa‘y obligatory in the hajj).” 


I said to him: “You are looking at this one verse, 
but you are not looking at the verse wherein Allah 
4S says: 


SD OA Gis By ees 
“Hasten towards forgiveness from your Lord...” 
In this verse, Allah *# asks us to run towards 
forgiveness and Paradise. Here it refers to the 


means of acquiring forgiveness and Paradise, i.e. 
good deeds. 


Hadrat ‘Ali s says: Hasten towards the fulfilment 
of compulsory duties. 


Ibn ‘Abbas # says: Hasten towards Islam. 


Abu al-‘Aliyah says: Hasten towards hijrah 
(emigration). 


Anas ibn Malik says: Hasten towards the 
takbir-e-ula (first takbir at the beginning of salah). 


Said ibn Jubayr says: Hasten towards the 
fulfilment of acts of obedience. 


Hadrat Yaman says: Hasten towards the five 
salahs. 
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Hadrat Dahhak says: Hasten towards jihad. 


Hadrat ‘Ikramah # says: Hasten towards 
repentance. 


Obviously, all the above meanings are included 
because they are all good deeds. The above verse 
mentions forgiveness first, and then Paradise. 
This is because forgiveness entails takhliyah 
(emptying one’s self of sins) and Paradise entails 
tahliyah (embellishing one’s self). And takhliyah 
precedes tahliyah. Another reason could be that 
forgiveness will be the cause of entry into 
Paradise. The word Rabb (Lord) is used in this 
verse and it is apposed (mudaf) to the addressees 
[you] in order to display additional kindness and 
affection. 


The background to the revelation of this verse: 
The Sahabah *& said on one occasion: “O 
Rasulullah! The Bani Isra’l are more honourable 
than us in the sight of Allah *% because when 
anyone from among them committed a sin, the 
sin and its punishment would be written on his 
door the next morning.” Rastlullah # remained 
silent. The above verse was revealed. Allah 4 says 
further on: 
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“Those who, when they commit an open sin or 
commit an evil to themselves, they remember 
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Allah and seek forgiveness for their sins. And who 
is there that forgives sins except Allah? And they 
do not persist in what they have done while they 
know.” (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3: 135) 


The traditions also state with regard to the above 
verse: Rasulullah # had established brotherhood 
(mu’akhat) between two persons, and so, they 
would always remain together. On one occasion, 
one of them joined Rastlullah # for jihad, and 
appointed the other to remain behind and see to 
the needs of his family. In the absence of his 
friend, the one who remained behind committed a 
minor sin. Consequently, he went out into the 
desert and fields, repenting to Allah % for his sin. 
His friend eventually returned from the jihad and 
went out in his search. He found him in 
prostration in one place, and he was saying: “O 
Allah! I committed a major sin. I broke the trust 
which my brother placed in me.” His brother 
asked him to get up and said: “Come, let us go to 
Rasulullah # and you can ask him to make du‘d’ 
for your forgiveness. Hopefully, Allah * will 
provide a way out.” They returned to Madinah 
Munawwarah when it was the time of ‘asr. On the 
other side, Hadrat Jibrail % came with the 
acceptance of his repentance. In other words, he 
read this verse to Rasulullah &: 
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“Those who, when they commit an open sin...” 
? 
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Hadrat ‘Umar 2 asked: “O Rasulullah! Is this 
specifically for him or does it apply to everyone?” 
Rasulullah # replied: “It applies to everyone.” 


It is related that when this verse was revealed, 
Satan summoned his armies, began pouring sand 
on his head, and was screaming out in regret. He 
continued in this way until all his armies from all 
directions came to him and asked: “O our master! 
What is troubling you?” He replied: “Do not ask 
anything. A certain verse has just been revealed 
in Allah’s book, after which, no sin will harm the 
progeny of Adam.” They asked: “Which verse are 
you referring to?” He read this verse to them. 
They said: “Master! Do not worry. We will open 
the gates of desires to them, and no one will seek 
forgiveness nor will anyone repent. And whatever 
they do, they will think it to be correct.” Satan 
was very pleased at hearing this, and he was 
consoled to some extent. 


I think this verse instils the most hope 


The ‘ulamd’ did not say that the above verse 
instils the most hope, but the background to it 
and its theme suggests that it weighed down most 
heavily on Satan. Look at the extent of 
consolation and affection it contains for the 
sinners. If, after committing a sin, they seek 
forgiveness and repent to Allah %, it will be as if 
they did not commit a sin at all. From the words: 
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“Who is there who forgives sins except Allah?” 


We learn that sinners have no refuge except 
Allah’s 4% grace and pardon. If Allah’s * mercy 
encompasses everything, obviously, nothing can 
compete in the spreading of His grace and 
pardon. This verse instils the most hope because 
when a servant sees Allah’s #% kindness and the 
immense importance of repentance, he will be 
inclined and fortified towards repentance, and 
will have no alternative but to repent. 


Furthermore, the absolute encompassing of 
Allah’s mercy totally uproots any form of despair 
and loss of hope. Allah 4 says: 
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“Do not despair of Allah’s mercy. Surely Allah 
forgives all sins.” 


The above verse explicitly prohibits despair. This 
has given the servants of Allah % a means to 
instil hope for forgiveness. Consequently, the 
pious elders made du‘d’ on the basis of this verse. 
Hadrat Shaykh Farid ad-Din ‘Ata’ rahimahullah 
says: 


“I have hopes of Your forgiveness by virtue of 
Your grace and generosity. You Yourself said: ‘Do 
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not despair of Allah’s mercy.’ After such an order, 
it is an act of kufr to despair and lose hope.” 


I also say: Imam [Abu Hanifah] Sahib 
rahimahullah had said: 


GASd S4e) 
“prepared for the unbelievers” 


Instils the most fear in the believers. If we look at 
its opposite, we can say that the verse: 


Gp? o 6 4 
Cee Al 
“prepared for the pious” 


Instils the most hope. 


I actually wanted to show to you that these verses 
also instil the most hope. But now that this 
subject has come before us, let me also give you 
an explanation of this verse because it contains 
noble character and mannerisms as well. 


Noble character 
After stating that Paradise has been prepared for 


the pious, Allah 4 explains who the pious are. 
Three of their qualities are listed here: 
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“Who go on spending in prosperity and in 
adversity, and suppress their anger, and pardon 
people.” (Sarah Al ‘Imran, 3: 134) 


The first attribute is of spending - whether in 
prosperity or adversity, happiness or sadness, or 
whether they are alive or after death — in the form 
of bequests. They spend in places where it 
appeals to them, e.g. on their children, friends 
and relatives; and also where it does not appeal to 
them, e.g. on their enemies. Hadrat ‘A’ishah 
radiyallahu ‘anha relates that she even gave a 
grape seed in charity. It is related with regard to 
some pious elders who gave a small bundle of 
onions in charity. A Hadith states: 


a6 Soy 35 5U Iya) 
“Fear the Hell-fire even if it is a piece of a date.” 


We are instructed to most certainly give a beggar 
even if it is a burnt hoof [trotters]. 


Now listen to what I have to say about 
suppressing anger. The word kazgm refers to 
sealing a filled vessel of musk. The word ghayz 
refers to a feeling of rage upon seeing something 
which is against one’s temperament. There is a 
difference between ghayz and ghadab: A person 
certainly has a desire to exact revenge after 
ghadab, but this is not necessarily the case with 
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ghayz. Another opinion is that the effects of 
ghadab involuntarily appear on the face, but this 
is not the case with ghayz. 


A Hadith states: If a person suppresses his anger 
despite having the power to give vent to it, Allah 
4¢ shall fill his heart with peace and tranquillity. 
Rastlullah # said: “If a person suppresses his 
anger despite having the power to give vent to it, 
Allah # shall summon him on the day of 
Resurrection before all the creation and give him 
the choice of selecting whichever of the doe-eyed 
damsels (huris) he likes.” 


Look at the numerous merits of suppressing 
anger, and the various rewards which are 
promised for it. But today I see nothing which 
surpasses the excessive anger which we see 
around us. Every person is a king in this regard. 
They claim that the joy in anger surpasses the 
most sumptuous foods. 


This was Hadrat Muslihul Ummat’s rahimahullah 
special way of addressing people. It proved to be 
very beneficial and effective. (Qamar az-Zaman) 


Now listen to what I have to say about pardoning 
people. The pious are those who pardon people. 
They do not take them to task for the punishment 
which they deserved provided the pardon does 
not cause any Dini harm. Hadrat Hasan said: 
Allah 4% will say on the day of Resurrection: The 
person who is owed a reward must stand up. 
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None will stand up except the one who pardoned 
in this world. 


A Hadith states: The person who _ desires 
buildings to be constructed for him [in Paradise] 
and to have lofty ranks should pardon those who 
wrong him, give to those who deprive him, and 
maintain family ties with those who sever them. 


Glory to Allah! These were the qualities of the 
pious. We are not progressing because we do not 
possess correct knowledge. You too do not 
possess knowledge of Din. Now who has the 
concern to take the responsibility of teaching it to 
you? I am saying, even you do not have the 
concern to acquire knowledge of Din. Allah % has 
prepared Paradise for the pious, but you are not 
even thinking about it. This smacks of total 
apathy. We seek refuge in Allah %&. 


Fear and hope 


Anyway, the above discussion came in by the 
way. I was essentially speaking about fear and 
hope. Al-hamdulillah, we spoke about it to a 
certain extent. You know that fear and hope are 
attributes of the heart. Obviously, the person 
whose heart has fear and hope will have fear 
about his own self, he will not have the time to 
look at the wrongs of others. When a worshipper’s 
heart is devoid of these attributes, he starts to 
look at his own good deeds and the evils of 
others. This results in conceit and pride in 
himself. He will reprimand and scold others. 
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When he sees sinners, he will become annoyed by 
them. Thus, he has internal pride, but assumes it 
to be ghadab lillah (anger for Allah’s_ sake). 
Without doubt, he is greatly confused about the 
two. 


An answer to the objection which could be made 
at this point is understood from here. That is, the 
Shari‘ah instructs us to abhor sinners, wicked 
people, and unbelievers. The Maktubdat-e- 
Ma'‘sumiyyah states in this regard: 


“How sad! The pseudo-Sufis of today are not 
scared of befriending the atheists and 
unbelievers. They claim that the way of 
asceticism does not permit speaking ill of anyone. 
Glory to Allah! The Chief of the Prophets and 
Leader of the Auliya’ Muhammad Rastlullah # 
was ordered thus: 


Spaatially 5S sats £5) al 


“O Prophet! Wage jihad against the unbelievers 
and hypocrites.” 


His commendable Sunnah was to be harsh 
against the unbelievers and to fight them. These 
are very strange ascetics who have abandoned the 
way of Rasulullah #. There can be nothing but 
deviation after abandoning his way. Allah %& says: 


197 


Seas Vy 341 es 155 
“There is nothing but deviation after the truth.” 


The unbelievers are undoubtedly Allah’s % 
enemies. There are explicit texts in this regard. 
How strange! A person claims friendship with 
Allah # on one hand, and also befriends His 
enemies on the other hand. If the unbelievers and 
flagrant sinners were not enemies of the truth 
and detested by Allah 4, the principle of bughd 
fillah (detesting someone for Allah’s sake) would 
not have been from among the obligations of Din. 
It would not have been referred to as the most 
meritorious way of gaining proximity to Allah *% 
and a sign of perfection in iman. It would not 
have been the means of wilayat (friendship with 
Allah 4%), proximity to Him, and obtaining His 
pleasure. 


A Hadith states: 


cere Ge tall GAY leg ade ahh le coll ace af cyst op ape oe 
Sbaig Aly ob aly Wey ALG CoP IL ch ake ob CA SS Okey! 

(dal olgyy abl ce cyl goeeel sua’ 
Hadrat ‘Amr ibn al-Jamth # narrates that he 
heard Rasulullah # saying: “A servant cannot 
fulfil the right of clear iman until he loves solely 


for Allah’s sake, and detests solely for Allah’s 
sake. When he loves for Allah’s sake and detests 
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for Allah’s sake, he becomes eligible for love from 

Allah 4.” 

ably ab Cat oye ploy ale i be dl Spey JE SB Uf Uf ye 
(Ve See cofle gel oly) OLE) faScul Ad a arey ch hel, 

Hadrat AbU Umamah # narrates that Rasulullah 

% said: “The person who loves for Allah’s sake, 

detests for Allah’s sake, gives for Allah’s sake, and 


refuses for Allah’s sake has sought to perfect his 
iman.” 


Another Hadith states: 


gases SLE hl cl, Ipeattly Golell fal ete silee abl Sb Iya 

apes tell bey je Al I Ige aly 
“Gain proximity to Allah # by detesting sinners. 
Seek Allah’s pleasure by abhorring them. Gain 


closeness to Allah * by remaining aloof from 
them.” 


Another Hadith states: 


bed Wl 3 Hoa; UF aed) OW fb ele oe Cs dL bs a Col 
L JB thle Deg cles lobed cy cijed dL) Helbdil Lly Elna a, 

Ly daly fry Ite cate fo SE gle laley coy 
“Allah 4 sent revelation to one of the Prophets s#2! 


of the past saying: Say to such and such 
worshipper: ‘Your abstinence in this world 
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enabled you to enjoy the comfort of not having to 
bear the burden of earning a living. Your cutting 
yourself [from everything] and devoting yourself 
solely to Me earned you honour because of Me. 
Now what did you do to fulfil the right which you 
owe to Me?’ He asked: ‘O Allah! What right did 
You have over me [which I did not fulfil]?’ Allah %& 
said: ‘Did you bear enmity towards any enemy for 
My sake? Did you go to visit any wali for My 
sake?” (Maktubat-e-Ma‘sumiyyah) 


He says further on: 


“The fact is: Love for the friends of one’s beloved 
and enmity towards his enemies is from among 
the demands of love. A true lover does not have to 
endeavour to do these two things. Other deeds 
are done by one’s own will. Only then are they 
carried out. But love for the friends of one’s 
beloved, and hatred for his enemies are automatic 
and spontaneous. The friends of the beloved 
appear so beautiful in the lover’s eyes, and the 
enemies of the beloved appear so repugnant in 
the lover’s eyes. This can be gauged in one’s 
dealings with those who are mujaz (those who 
received khilafah from one’s’ shaykh). For 
example, if a person claims love for someone, his 
claim will not be acceptable as long as he does 
not distance himself from his beloved’s enemies. 
In fact, he is not better than a hypocrite.” 
(Maktubat-e-Ma‘stimiyyah) 


Look at the powerful message which he conveys 
to prove that detesting a sinner, immoral person 
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and an unbeliever is a sign of iman, and that one 
ought to meet him with sternness. Closeness to 
Allah #& is achieved by staying far away from such 
people. There is one objection to this. If it is 
correct, and it is certainly correct as gauged from 
the above Ahadith, then what wrong did the 
worshipper [mentioned at the beginning] do when 
he looked at the sinner with scorn and a stern 
face? Whereas the Shaykh had described his as 
follows: “The arrogant worshipper looked at the 
sinner from a distance with a frowning face.” This 
was not in praise of the worshipper. 


The answer to the above is that both are correct. 
The narrations of Maktubat-e-Ma‘sumiyyah which 
state that one should detest a sinner and immoral 
person are also correct. But the words of the 
Hadith are: 


a asl oy 
“the one who detests for Allah’s sake”. 


We learn from this that the required and 
commendable detestation is the one which is for 
the sake of Allah #% and not for one’s own sake. 
The objection which was levelled against the 
worshipper was because he did whatever he did 
for his own self. There was no sincerity in what he 
did. The attitude of a sincere person is different. 
There is effulgence (nur) even in his anger. He 
considers the sin to be evil but he does not 
despise and look down on the sinner. In fact, he 
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is fearful of his own self; not knowing what his 
own condition will be. There is no pride and 
conceit in his demeanour. This was not the 
condition of the fearless worshipper. Instead, he 
thought himself to be perfect while he was 
nothing. His claims about himself gave the 
impression that he wanted to include himself 
among the perfect servants of Allah 4. This is 
extremely evil. It is not easy for everyone to attain 
the level of bughd fillah (hatred for Allah’s sake). 
Here the person was merely imitating the pious, 
and there is a big difference between the two. In 
other words, one is a person who is really on a 
level of perfection, and another is one who makes 
claims of perfection. 


In his Mathnawi, Maulana Rum rahimahullah 
explains this through an example. He relates the 
story of a coloured jackal. A jackal fell into a 
utensil which contained a coloured dye. When he 
came out of the utensil, he was now dyed in that 
colour. He went to his fellow jackals and claimed 
he was a peacock. The other jackals disliked his 
claim but remained silent because they had no 
answer to his outward difference. An old jackal 
stepped forward and said: “You are claiming to be 
a peacock. Very well, peacocks sing and dance. 
Now you too sing and dance for us.” When he 
sang, he spoke like all other jackals, and it was 
proven to all that he was indeed a jackal. 


The Maulana says: In the same way, there are 
some people who adopt an external colour [or dye] 
and make claims of perfection, but they are 
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disgraced when they are put through tests. Dying 
one’s external self will not work. One will have to 
dye one’s internal self. Do you know what the 
internal dye is? Allah #& says: 


saa yest % 2 %a 3 Ss0 Wo 2 See ar ae ee 
ORE AAG thie atl Ge FSI 309 © all ety 


“We have absorbed the colour of Allah and whose 
colour is better than the colour of Allah? And Him 
alone we worship.” (Surah al-Baqarah, 2: 138) 


The buzurgs say: Dancing [in the above story] 
refers to love and singing refers to ma'‘rifat 
(recognition of Allah %). A person may be able to 
dye himself outwardly, but he can neither dance 
nor can he speak about things related to ma'‘rifat. 


What I am saying is that bughd fillah (hatred for 
Allah’s sake) is certainly a fact, but is there 
anyone who possesses this quality? There were 
those who possessed it, but it is very difficult to 
find it today. Yes, it is very easy to make claims 
and imitate. The objection which was laid against 
the fearless worshipper and which Shaykh Sa‘di 
rahimahullah disliked was because it was 
imitated, and because he was prey to pride and 
ostentation. 


The words which he uttered against the sinner 
were filled with absolute pride. For example, he 
referred to him as a wretched person. He said: 
“What does ‘Isa #2) have to do with him?!” He also 
said: “There is no need for the doors of Hell to be 
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opened for such people because they will be open 
from before hand.” 


The bughd (hatred) which is mentioned in the 
Ahadith and which was practised by the Sahabah 
# was based on absolute sincerity and solely for 
Allah’s sake. There is no comparison between the 
two. The two may appear to be the same, but 
there is a world of difference between them. 
Hatred for Allah’s sake is ordered in the Shari‘ah, 
and man can combine it with humility. In other 
words, it is possible for a person to hate for 
Allah’s sake and remain the most humble person 
at the same time. As opposed to the hatred and 
anger which is based on internal pride — there is 
no humility whatsoever in it. 


Love for Allah’s sake and hatred for Allah’s 
sake 


Imam Ghazzali rahimahullah has provided a very 
academic discussion on this subject in his [hyda’ 
al-‘Ulum. We are quoting it verbatim. 


“If you were to ask me: How can I detest a bid‘ati 
(innovator) or flagrant sinner for Allah’s sake 
because I have been ordered to do so while at the 
same time present myself with humility before 
him, because this would entail the combination of 
two opposites?” 


The Imam’s reply is: “You are most certainly 
correct in your thoughts. Not only you, many 
others were confused in this regard. The reason 
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for this is that when a person reprimands another 
for his bid‘ah or flagrant sinning on the basis of 
ghadab lillah (anger for Allah’s sake), it becomes 
intermingled with self-conceit, and boasting over 
one’s knowledge and piety. In other words, 
because the two appear to be the same, it causes 
confusion.” 


I say: Imam Ghazzali’s rahimahullah words ought 
to be written in gold. If those who are defective 
can understand this difference and practise on it, 
they can become kdamilin (those who have reached 
a stage of perfection). 


“Consequently, many an ignorant worshipper and 
conceited ‘alim will shove aside a sinner who is 
sitting next to him. His internal pride causes him 
to display such abhorrence and detestation for 
him as though he is an impurity which has 
settled on his clothes. To top it all, he thinks his 
anger is for the sake of Allah #%. For example, a 
worshipper from the Bani Isra’il had treated his 
friend in a similar way.” The Imam is referring to 
the fearless worshipper whose story Shaykh Sa‘di 
rahimahullah related in his Bustan. 


I say: The reason behind ignorant worshippers 
and conceited ‘ulamda’ behaving in this way is that 
although they may progress somewhat in 
knowledge and asceticism, they do not acquire 
lofty and noble character. Instead, they remain in 
the bottom of the rung in this regard. Their 
weakness in character results in pride, or 
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ostentation over their knowledge and asceticism. 
They do not understand all these things. 


If they acquire noble character, e.g. humility, 
which is the highest form of noble character, and 
in fact, is the essence of all other noble 
characteristics; and try to understand it and 
develop it within themselves, they will realize and 
perceive their weaknesses and shortcomings. In 
other words, once they are embellished with 
humility, and then pride enters them, they will 
perceive it immediately and they will be able to 
differentiate between ghadab lillah (anger for 
Allah’s sake) and ghadab lin nafs (anger for one’s 
self-ego). This was enjoyed by the righteous of 
every era. We will provide a few examples further 
on. Imam Ghazzali rahimahullah continues: 


“Vexing pride and anger to a sinner is confused 
with bughd fillah (anger for Allah’s sake). One 
obviously sees the harm of vexing pride to an 
obedient person and it is possible for him to save 
himself from it. But he considers it good to vex 
pride and display his anger to a sinner and bid‘ati 
because it is similar to bughd fillah, and we know 
that bughd fillah is a commendable quality. 
Moreover, anger and pride are inseparable 
because the person who shows anger to another 
does it with pride, and a proud person certainly 
shows anger. In short, they are inseparable and 
appear to be the same.” 


I say: The Imam said: “One obviously sees the 
harm of vexing pride to an obedient person...”. He 
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is probably speaking about the people of his time. 
Nevertheless, we learn that pride is also vexed 
against obedient people, but it is considered 
wrong and detestable; and it is possible to save 
one’s self from it. However, in today’s times, we 
find people intermingling with each other, and if 
there is one among them who is more righteous 
than the others, they treat him as an outcast and 
consider it to be a most meritorious act of 
worship. Obviously, if people vex pride against 
the ‘ulama’ and masha’ikh who are the means of 
learning Din and look at them with scorn, there 
will be no way of acquiring the Din. We are seeing 
the disastrous consequences of this right before 
our eyes. People are gradually losing contact with 
Din because they have abandoned contact with 
the people of Din [the ‘ulama’ and masha’ikh]. To 
Allah we belong and to Him is our return. 


Imam Ghazzali rahimahullah continues: 


“Since there is severe misunderstanding about 
the two [anger for Allah’s sake and anger for one’s 
self], only the person who is inspired by Allah 4% 
is able to distinguish the two. This refers to the 
person who —- because of his sincerity and 
devotion — is given the ability from Allah % to 
differentiate between the two.” 


I say: We learn from the above that the person 
who is inspired by Allah * can distinguish 
between anger for Allah’s sake and anger for one’s 
self. It is therefore necessary for people to adopt 
such means whereby they are able to develop 
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such capabilities in their hearts. When anger for 
Allah’s sake becomes adulterated with anger for 
one’s self, they are able to perceive it immediately. 


The essence of whatever the Imam said is that 
there is an essential need for sincerity and 
devotion in our worship, i.e. it must be devoid of 
anything apart from Allah *%. This is why the 
Shartah prohibits ostentation and _ orders 
sincerity. Allah % does not accept worship 
without it. It will be necessary for us_ to 
understand that the system of education and 
tutoring is dependent on this [absence of 
ostentation and presence of sincerity] in Allah’s 
sight and is reliant on this principle. Speaking 
out against bid‘ah and flagrant sinning is also 
part of Din, in fact, it is one of the greatest 
services to Din. It will also need sincerity, and will 
not be accepted without sincerity. And sincerity is 
always adulterated by the self-ego. Therefore, 
when a person speaks out against bid‘ah or sin, 
and he becomes proud or boastful of his 
knowledge and piety, how can his objection be 
accepted by Allah *% in the presence of such 
impure illnesses [pride and ostentation|]!? 


The basis for objection to bid'ah and sin is anger 
for Allah’s sake, as proven by the elders of the 
ummah. As for it being adulterated by anger for 
one’s self, this is learnt from the statements of the 
very same elders. And we also learnt that they 
abandoned anger for one’s self, just as they 
practised on anger for Allah’s sake for the 
pleasure of Allah %. These two categories are 
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established from the _ practices of these 
personalities. Had they not spoken about anger 
for one’s self, it would have remained, and people 
would have assumed it to be anger for Allah’s 
sake, and the latter [anger for Allah’s sake] would 
have disappeared from this world. 


Anger for Allah’s sake is fard, and anger 
for one’s self is haram 


Just as anger for Allah’s sake is fard, anger for 
one’s self is haram. Imam Ghazzali’s rahimahullah 
differentiation of the two is an evidence against all 
worshippers and ‘ulama’. They must gauge if they 
are included in what the Imam spoke out against. 


Because of the confusion and misunderstanding 
which is caused by the two, it is necessary to 
differentiate between them. The matter is very 
easy for the person who is able to differentiate, 
but what should the person who cannot 
differentiate do? Imam Ghazzali rahimahullah 
says with regard to such a person: 


“In order to save yourself from such confusion, 
you must be mindful of three points when you see 
a bid‘ati or sinner, or when you engage him in 
amr bil ma‘ruf (enjoining good) and nahy ‘anil 
munkar (prohibiting evil): 


1. Focus on your own past sins so that your 


status is considered low in your own eyes, and 
your own self considers you to be despicable. 
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2. The superiority which you enjoy over the 
sinner or bid‘ati either in your knowledge, beliefs 
or good deeds must be considered to be a 
bestowal and grace from Allah %. It is certainly 
not your achievement. If you bear this in mind, 
you will not experience any conceit. If you do not 
have any conceit, you will not have any pride. 


3. Your end and the person’s end are both 
unknown to you. You should at least have the 
fear that your end may not be good (Allah *% 
forbid) and the person’s end may be good. If you 
bear this in mind, you will develop fear which will 
then keep you away from pride. 


If you tell me: “The fear which these points will 
cause will certainly put an end to my pride, but 
will also put an end to my anger, then how will I 
achieve anger for Allah’s sake?” I will say to you: 
No. If your master orders you to become angry, 
you can become angry for his sake. It will 
certainly not be for your self because you will not 
consider yourself to be saved and the other 
person to be destroyed. Instead, you will be 
fearful about your own self because you would 
have realized that although this person appears 
to be a sinner, your hidden and internal sins are 
far more than his. Furthermore, you do not even 
know about your end and his end. How, then, can 
the other person be scorned? Conclusion: 
humility and anger can be combined. 


We now explain this to you through an example 
to demonstrate that it is not necessary to vex 
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pride over and consider yourself to be greater 
than the person against whom you are angry for 
Allah’s sake. A king has a slave and also a son 
who is the delight of his eyes. He hands over his 
son to his slave and says to him: “I am placing 
him under your tutelage. If he misbehaves or 
does anything displeasing, you must scold him, 
you must warn him. And if there is a need, you 
must hit him.” If this slave loves his master and 
is obedient to him, he will have no alternative but 
to scold and beat his son if he commits any 
misdemeanour. If he becomes angry at the son, 
he will do it solely for his master’s sake, he will do 
it in compliance with his orders, and thereby gain 
the pleasure and proximity of his master. 
Moreover, he will do it because he can obtain the 
master’s pleasure through the son. He will also do 
it because the son has done something which is 
displeasing to the master. So although he will 
become angry at him, he will not vex any pride in 
the least over him. Instead, he will remain 
humble even in this situation because he also 
bears in mind his own position and the son’s 
rank, viz. no matter what, the son enjoys a higher 
and superior rank to the slave. 


We learn from this that pride and absence of 
humility are not essential for anger. Thus, it is 
possible for you to reprimand a_ bid‘ati and 
sinner, while thinking in your heart that he could 
be better than you. A good end may well be 
destined for him, while a bad end has been 
destined for you; and you do not know about it. 
So now when you become angry at him, you will 
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do it solely for your master’s sake, out of love for 
your master, and because the son has done 
something which is disliked by your master. At 
such a time, humility will be maintained because 
you understand that his position could be better 
than yours in the Hereafter. How can pride 
remain after this? 


Those ‘ulama’ who possess understanding and 
insight are able to combine humility and fear in 
this way. As for those who are deceived [and 
conceited], they will vex pride on one hand, and 
also desire additional reward on the other hand. 
Whereas they have no knowledge of their end. 
Can there be anything more deceiving than this? 


This is the way of combining humility and anger 
for Allah’s sake when dealing with a sinner and 
bid‘ati, and the way to consider yourself to be 
worse when deciding to remain aloof from a 
sinner and bid‘ati-— all of which is required by the 
Shari‘ah. 


The explanation of Imam Ghazzali rahimahullah 
ends here. (Ihyd’ al-‘Uluim, vol. 3, p. 370) 


Why is compassion meritorious? 


I say: The method of freeing oneself [from pride 
and ostentation] as shown by the Imam is correct. 
However, only a certain section of the ummah can 
practise on it. It is not easy for people of every 
strata to adopt his method. And so, I am 
providing a simple method derived from the 
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Imam’s explanation itself. While explaining the 
merit of kindness, the Imam mentions towards 
the end of the chapter that Abt ‘Aun Ansari 
narrates: When a person utters a harsh word, 
there is always a kind word which can be brought 
in its place. 


The Imam continues: The ‘ulamda’ constantly 
speak in praise of kindness and compassion 
because they prove to be more beneficial in most 
cases and situations. On the other hand, 
harshness is needed on very rare and few 
occasions. The ideal person is the one who has 
developed the ability to differentiate between 
occasions which need kindness and those which 
need harshness, and is able to give each person 
his due. But if a person is short-sighted and the 
reality of a particular situation is hidden from 
him —- that is, he does not know whether the 
situation demands kindness or harshness - then 
he must certainly opt for kindness because there 
is more success in it. (Ihya’ al-‘Ulum, vol. 3, p. 
186) 


The perfect and the defective person 


The above ruling which the Imam issued with 
regard to a perfect and a defective person was 
related to kindness and harshness when 
enjoining good and prohibiting evil. We can apply 
the same ruling here and say: The person who is 
kamil — that is, he possesses the ability to 
distinguish — may express his opposition to bid‘ah 
and sin. This is because he has the ability to 
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distinguish whether it is anger for Allah’s sake or 
not. But if a person is ndagis — that is, he cannot 
distinguish — he should most certainly not speak 
out against it because it could well lead him to 
pride, and this is certainly not anger for Allah’s 
sake. It is most important to save one’s self from 
pride; that is why permission is not given to him. 
If permission was given to him, it would lead to 
many harms, as is witnessed today. 


We learn from the above that there are separate 
rulings for the kamil and the ndqis. The person 
who has the ability to distinguish, may act 
accordingly. The one who does not have the 
ability, should exercise caution and not say 
anything. The acquisition of this ability is 
dependent on one’s choice. By this I mean, if a 
person makes a sincere intention and worships 
Allah 4, Allah 4 will create purity in his heart by 
virtue of his worship. This will result in good 
character. Evil qualities will be removed and he 
will be attracted to good things. He develops an 
affinity with Din and religiousness, and whenever 
he sees anything contrary to it or experiences a 
condition different from his internal condition, he 
will perceive it with his intuition. A person who 
has this intuition is known as one who is 
muwaffag (inspired by Allah 4). This is similar to 
our external taste buds. We drink water and 
perceive it to be such. If sugar is added to it, we 
perceive it to be a sweet drink which is different 
from water. Or, for example, if a food has salt and 
another food does not have salt, we are able to tell 
the difference. 
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Similarly, deeds have an internal spiritual taste 
when they are carried out with sincerity. When 
they are devoid of sincerity, they have a different 
taste. The person who is muwaffaq is able to 
recognize the difference. It is possible for a person 
to have sincerity in the beginning and to lose it 
later on. It is also possible for him to have no 
sincerity in the beginning but to develop it later 
on. 


Glory to Allah! What excellent speech which can 
only be delivered by an erudite ‘alim like Hadrat 
Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah. May Allah * also 
bless us — his associates — with such knowledge 
and intuition. (Qamar az-Zaman) 


Stories of the pious 


We now relate a few stories of the pious to you, 
from which you will gauge the extent of their 
sincerity. When anything insincere adulterated 
their deeds, they would perceive it immediately, 
and would be able to differentiate between 
sincerity and self-ego. 


The story of Hadrat ‘Umar Faruq # 


The first story in this regard is of Hadrat ‘Umar 
Faruq # on the occasion of conquering Bayt al- 
Maqdis. When the Muslims laid siege to Bayt al- 
Maqdis during his caliphate, the residents of the 
city said: “Call your caliph. His description is 
given in our books. If he is as described in our 
books, we will open the gates of our forts without 
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going to war with you, and we will surrender the 
city to you.” The Muslim army sent a message to 
Hadrat ‘Umar #, and he departed for Bayt al- 
Maqdis. At the time of his departure, he was 
wearing ordinary patched clothes and riding a 
camel. On seeing this, the Muslims who were with 
him said: “You are the leader of the Muslims. You 
should wear attractive and clean clothes, and you 
should be riding a horse.” Hadrat ‘Umar 
acceded to their request, changed his clothes and 
mounted a horse. 


He had just moved a few feet when he said: “My 
nafs (self) is feeling elated at these things. Bring 
back my old clothes and camel. I will proceed 
with them.” He also added: 


“We are a nation whom Allah *® honoured 
through Islam [it is sufficient for us].” 


Saying this, he wore the same old patched 
garments and proceeded on his camel. Allahu 
akbar! Allah is the greatest! 


Look! Hadrat ‘Umar #; changed his clothes and 
conveyance when people asked him. But when a 
change crept in his self because of them, he 
perceived it immediately, and identified the 
difference between sincerity and _ self-ego. 
Consequently, he changed his clothes and 
conveyance to the original. The blessings of his 
sincerity are well known - the fort was conquered. 
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The story of Hadrat ‘Ali 4 


In his Mathnawi, Maulana Rum rahimahullah 
relates a story of Hadrat ‘Ali «. While waging 
jihad on one occasion, he overpowered a non- 
Muslim, climbed on his chest, and was about to 
finish him off with his sword. This disrespectful 
non-Muslim spat on his blessed face. Hadrat ‘Ali 
» immediately cast his sword aside and got off 
his chest. The non-Muslim was astonished and 
asked him the reason for letting him go. He 
replied: 


“When you spat on my face, my nafs became 
inflamed and my noble character was becoming 
tainted. My fighting was now a little for Allah’s % 
sake and a little for my self-ego. And it is not 
permissible to include anyone [or anything] in 
Allah’s & worship. You are a creation of Allah % 
and you belong to Him; you do not belong to me. 
Thus, I can only do what is permitted by Allah 4. 
You are created by Allah *%, and anything created 
by Him can only be destroyed by His order. A 
glass belonging to a friend can only be broken by 
a rock belonging to the friend.” 


It was solely the blessing of Hadrat ‘Ali’s & 
sincerity which enabled him to control his nafs. 
The blessing of his sincerity caused the non- 
Muslim to embrace Islam, who was_ then 
instrumental in many of his family members 
embracing Islam. 
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This was the story of a senior Sahabi; in fact of an 
Amir al-Mu’minin (leaders of the believers). The 
books record many stories of many kings and 
rulers who possessed such _ distinguished 
character with which they could differentiate 
between their sincerity and self-ego. 


The book, Akhlaq Muhsini, relates the story of one 
of the caliphs of Khurasan who issued an order of 
punishment against a certain criminal. The 
moment the people began lashing the criminal, he 
began swearing and hurling verbal abuses at the 
caliph. He issued an order to stop all punishment 
and freed him. One of the close associates of the 
caliph said: “Hadrat! Now was the time to mete 
out more punishment against this shameless 
criminal. What was the reason for pardoning and 
freeing him?” 


The caliph replied: “I was disciplining him for 
Allah’s 4 sake. When he began swearing me and 
hurling abuses at me, my nafs changed and it 
was affected by what he said. I wanted to exact 
revenge from him but I did not want to include 
my nafs in the matter of Allah 4. This is very far 
from sincerity. When a person does a Dini act and 
includes a worldly motive to it, he is deprived of 
its reward.” 


“His swearing and verbal abuses enraged me. 
Consequently, the deed which was for Allah % 
became tainted with my personal motives. Once 
the demand of the nafs becomes obvious, how 
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can the deed remain sincere? It is better to give 
up the act in which there is no sincerity.” 


The story of a buzurg 


The Ihyda’ al-‘Ulum relates the story of a buzurg 
who would never engage in futile conversations. 
He was walking along a river bank one day when 
he saw a boat approaching. The boat had large 
vats, so he asked the boat people: “What is in the 
vats?” They replied swiftly: “The king’s wine. You 
can do whatever you like.” He said: “What is in 
your hands?” They replied: “Fighting sticks.” He 
said: “Give them to me for a short while.” They 
gave it to him, and he began using them to break 
the vats one after the other. He eventually broke 
twenty nine of the thirty vats, and left one. The 
king was informed of this and he summoned the 
buzurg. 


It is said that he was a tyrant who used to sit on 
a steel throne with a steel axe in his hand. He 
asked the buzurg: “Did you break the vats?” He 
replied: “Yes.” The king asked: “Who appointed 
you as a muhtasib (inspector)?” The buzurg 
replied: “The One who made you king.” On 
hearing this, the king lowered his head for a 
while, and asked him after some time: “Okay, tell 
me what prompted you to do what you did?” The 
buzurg replied: “Nothing except desiring the well- 
being of the Amir al-Mu’minin. If I see a snake or 
scorpion heading towards the Amir al-Mu’minin, 
it is my compulsory duty to save him. Like wise, 
when I saw an item [wine] heading towards the 
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Amir al-Mu’minin which would cause him to be 
taken to task severely in the Hereafter, my desire 
for his well-being compelled me to save him from 
it.” 


On hearing this, the king lowered his head and 
remained in thought for a long while. He then 
said: “Okay, tell me one thing. When you were 
intent on breaking them, why did you not break 
all of them? Why did you leave one?” The buzurg 
replied: “Now that you asked me, I will have to tell 
you. As long as I was breaking the vats, my heart 
was in an excellent condition. I was filled with the 
emotions of dislike for Allah’s sake (bughd fillah) 
and desiring good for a fellow Muslim. I was so 
overpowered by these emotions that if the entire 
world was filled with wine vats, I would have 
broken them all. But when I reached the thirtieth 
vat, my nafs (self-ego) got the better of me and I 
thought to myself: ‘You are so brave with regard 
to nahy ‘anil munkar (prohibiting evil) that you 
did not even bother about the king of the time.’ 
No sooner this thought entered my heart, I 
realized that my nafsdaniyyat (self-ego) has come 
in and lillahiyyat (doing something solely for 
Allah’s pleasure) has departed. And so, I did not 
break the last vat.” 


The king was very much affected by the buzurg’s 
speech and said: “Very well, I am appointing you 
as an inspector from today.” The buzurg replied: 
“Excuse me, but I cannot accept this position 
because if you can appoint me to it today, you 
can remove me from it tomorrow. I do not need 
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it.” Saying this, he departed from there and never 
came to the city for as long as the king was alive. 


Did you see! By virtue of their sincerity, the pious 
elders and close friends of Allah *% develop a 
special condition in their hearts through which 
they can differentiate between nafsdaniyyat and 
lillahiyyat. I say: Since it is necessary to acquire 
sincerity, and compulsory to safeguard one’s self 
from nafsdaniyyat, it becomes necessary on every 
Muslim to understand the difference and develop 
this capability in his heart. This has always been 
the modus operandi of the buzurgs, i.e. they 
speak about sincerity and try to develop this 
quality in their associates. You too will not deny 
the need for it because you saw how the fearless 
worshipper [mentioned at the beginning] had no 
dearth of good deeds. But what he really lacked 
was sincerity. 


Listen further! Maulwi ‘Abd al-Karim Sahib 
Gumthalwi related a story of Hadrat Maulana 
Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi rahimahullah. He was about to 
journey to Delhi, so he said, carry some clothes 
and we will change them when we reach there. 
The clothes which I am wearing will suffice for the 
journey. The Maulwi Sahib relates: Hadrat did not 
change his clothes even after reaching Delhi. He 
delivered his clothes in the same dirty clothes. 
Hadrat may have had some _ thoughts of 
ostentation and pride, and that is why he did not 
change them. 
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Now listen to another incident. Hadrat Maulana 
Thanwi rahimahullah invited Hadrat Maulana 
Shaykh al-Hind Mahmud al-Hasan Deobandi 
rahimahullah to Kanpur on one occasion. When 
he arrived, Hadrat [Shaykh al-Hind rahimahullah| 
was requested to deliver a talk. Hadrat accepted 
and delivered an excellent speech. Many of those 
who were experts in the rational sciences were left 
astounded by the level of his speech. While 
delivering his speech, Maulwi Lutfullah Sahib 
‘Aligarhi arrived. Hadrat concluded his speech 
immediately. The people were saddened by this 
because they felt it was an ideal opportunity for 
Hadrat to continue speaking in the presence of 
this Maulwi Sahib [who was an _ accepted 
authority in the rational sciences]. Hadrat’s 
speech was in itself on a very high intellectual 
level, and had he continued, the Maulwi Sahib 
would have heard something in this regard. 
Someone plucked the courage and conveyed this 
to Hadrat Deobandi rahimahullah. He said in no 
uncertain terms: “Brother! The thought occurred 
to me as well, but I ended my speech because it 
would no longer be for Allah’s 4% pleasure.” 


You may have gauged from these stories to what 
extent these pious elders focused their attention 
on their nafs. Instead of saying things to others, 
they were concerned about taking stock of their 
own selves. 


I now conclude by summarising whatever was 
said: 
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(1) Man ought to look at his own faults. It is most 
detestable to look down on others and to look at 
them with derision. As long as a person does not 
look at his own faults, he will look at the faults of 
others. No sooner he examines his own faults, the 
derision which he feels for others will depart from 
his heart. 


A poet says: 


“I was criticizing others, but no sooner I opened 
my eyes, I found my heart to be densely filled 
with faults and defects.” 


Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ahmad _ Sahib 
rahimahullah conveys the same theme as follows: 


“The moment I opened my eyes, my own position 
and rank fell down before me.” (Muhammad 
Qamar az-Zaman) 


(2) The sinner who is ashamed of his sins, is 
fearful of Allah’s % punishment, and hopeful of 
His forgiveness is better than the fearless 
worshipper who relies on his worship. 


“The sinful servant who is fearful of Allah’s % 
punishment is better than the worshipper who is 
ostentatious in his worship.” 


This is the meaning of the buzurgs statements: 
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“A sinner is better than a person who claims 
piety.” 


A poet says: 


“The ascetic could not traverse the path safely 
because of his pride and arrogance. The person 
who had lost the way entered Dar as-Salam 
(Paradise) by virtue of his servitude and 
submission.” 


(3) The essential way is the way of humility 
(tawadu). This was the Sunnah of every Prophet 
x8) and the practice of the righteous of every era. 
We explained this point in the commentary to 


Rastlullah’s # du‘a’: 
gall edi cf 


(4) There is no contradiction between humility 
and bughd fillah (hatred for Allah’s sake); both 
can be found collectively. A person must bear in 
mind his own position in order to maintain 
humility. A poet addresses himself: “O Ayaz! 
Recognize your own position.” When expressing 
your bughd (hatred), be mindful of the well-being 
of the other person. In other words, understand 
well that this way will be most beneficial for him. 
Thus, humility must be in accordance to one’s 
own position, and bughd in accordance to the 
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other’s position. If this can be maintained, there 
will be no contradiction between the two. 


(5) Most certainly, bughd lin nafs (hatred for one’s 
self) and bughd fillah are sometimes confused. A 
person may be giving vent to his own anger but 
his nafs deceives him into thinking he is doing it 
for Allah’s sake. In order to prevent such a 
mistake, a person must develop the ability to 
distinguish between the two. The buzurgs 
developed this quality and were able to 
distinguish between nafsdaniyyat and sincerity. 
Every person is duty-bound to develop this 
quality. Obviously, such a distinction can only be 
developed by remaining in the company of those 
who possess it. As long as a person does not 
develop this quality, he should not express bughd 
fillah verbally because his nafs could well join in 
without his realizing it. And so, abstaining from it 
is not as harmful as the experiencing of 
nafsaniyyat, pride, haughtiness and looking at 
others with scorn and derision. Therefore, it is 
more appropriate and cautious to refrain from it. 
This is similar to when a person is unable to 
identify the occasions of severity and leniency 
when enjoining good and prohibiting evil. In such 
a case, he has to opt for leniency. 


I conclude with the following du‘a’: 


Bagh Oe ZY cexaSieg toh Hess tale osig eS At HH AGU 
Bs Saba seg yet Leet peal ST) ty acest 
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“O Allah! You hear my speech, You can see where 
Iam, You know whatever I conceal and whatever I 
disclose, nothing of mine can remain concealed 
from You. I am the one who is afflicted, the one 
who is in need, the one who is crying out for help, 
the one who is seeking refuge, the one who is in 
fear, the one who is in awe [of You], the one who 
admits and confesses his sins. I beg of You the 
begging of a destitute, I beseech You the 
beseeching of a wretched sinner, I ask You the 
asking of a fearful person who has been afflicted 
by a calamity, and the asking of the person whose 
neck is submitted before You, whose tears are 
flowing for You, whose body is humbled before 
You, and who has submitted himself before You.” 


pall eee caf EL Le [as Ley 
agrlery abe hl le SU) ill Ven det 
O Allah! Accept from us, surely You are all- 


hearing, all-knowing. We ask of You by the 
sanctity of our Master, the Noble Prophet #. 
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Apology and request for du‘a’ 


This insignificant servant, Muhammad Qamar az- 
Zaman I[lahabadi, completed the simplification 
and commentary of this phenomenal book on this 
day, 10 Muharram al-Haram 1429 A.H., in Bayt 
al-Adhkar, Wasiyyabad. May Allah * accept it 
and enable the masses, the learned, and the 
seekers to benefit from it. May He make it an 
effulgent light which makes clear the path of the 
Tariqah and sultik. Amin. 


This insignificant servant acknowledges the 
errors and shortcomings which he committed in 
this book. He did not fulfil the duty of going back 
to the original Arabic and Persian texts, nor of 
providing references to the Ahadith. May Allah *% 
forgive him for this, and enable him to put in full 
effort for all future writings and books of Hadrat 
Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah, and to produce 
them in a more scholarly manner. Amin. 


O Allah! This date [10t of Muharram] has many 
historical connotations. Pharaoh was drowned on 
this day and Hadrat Musa *%| was given salvation 
from him. O Allah! During the last moments of 
this day, I make an earnest du‘a’ to You! Drown 
and destroy all the Pharaohs of today who wish to 
wipe out Islam and the Muslims. Provide total 
protection to all the ‘ulama’, masha’ikh, all 
Muslim males and females, and all masdjid, 
madaris and Islamic institutions and 
organizations. Shower us with Your grace and 
kindness. 
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pail eee caf EL Le fs Ly 
O Allah! Accept this from us, surely You are all- 
hearing, all-knowing. 


Bayt al-Adhkar, Wasiyyabad, Ilahabad 


Just before maghrib, 10 Muharram al-Haram 
1429 A.H. 
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INTRODUCTION 


wl oa al ere 
CSN yey le ghaly oted 
gory clas pal cg IS plerg syle al che abl guy JB SB Gif ye Lae GI 
(TV Ge ctl CLS cals cpl) .Ogleall oiled! 


Rastlullah # states in the above Hadith: “O 
progeny of Adam (especially those of you who are 
from my ummah)! Every one of you is a sinner, 
and the best of sinners are those who repent to 
Allah 4 in abundance.” 


O Muslims! We have to constantly examine our 
internal and external selves, identify our mistakes 
and sins, and confess and acknowledge them 
before Allah 4. 


Sins are of two types: (1) Shortcomings and 
mistakes in fulfilling the rights of Allah 4%. (2) 
Shortcomings and mistakes in fulfilling the rights 
of fellow humans. It is necessary to repent and 
seek forgiveness from both. I am quoting the 
procedure for repentance and forgiveness from 
my own book, Guldistah-e-Adhkar. 


Repentance and seeking forgiveness 


The obligation of repentance from every sin is 
established from the Qur’an and Hadith. If the sin 
is between the servant and Allah %, there are 
three conditions for the validity of repentance: (1) 
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The person must give up the sin completely. (2) 
He must be remorseful with all his heart for the 
sin which he committed. (3) He must make a firm 
resolution of not committing the sin again. If any 
of these conditions are not fulfilled, repentance 
will not be valid. 


If the sin is related to any person, there are four 
conditions for the validity of repentance. The 
above three conditions, and one additional one, 
viz. if he owes the person anything of monetary 
value, he must pay him back or seek his pardon 
in this regard. If he was abusive to someone, 
disrespectful to him, or harsh towards him, he 
must ask him to pardon him. This is especially so 
with one’s elders, e.g. parents, teachers, and 
spiritual mentors. One should seek their pardon 
with absolute humility. If a person slandered 
someone, he must empower him to exact the 
prescribed revenge or seek his pardon. If he 
engaged in backbiting or complaining about a 
person, he must seek his pardon. If there is the 
possibility of further problems if he were to 
express what he did, he should seek his pardon 
in a general and ambiguous manner, and 
continue making du‘a’ for him. In fact, he should 
also give charity on his behalf so that Allah *% 
may obtain pardon for him on the day of 
Resurrection from the person against whom he 
committed the sin. This is most certainly easy for 
Allah 4. 


Allah * orders repentance and_ seeking 
forgiveness (taubah wa istighfar) in several places 
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in the Qur’an. One of them is the verse in which 
He explicitly orders taubah-e-nasth : 


(A cf Byer) pad 35 cht A) SF BET hl eT 


“O believers! Turn to Allah in repentance with a 
sincere repentance.” 


A comprehensive definition of taubah-e- 
nasth 


In his Madarij as-Salikin, Hadrat ‘Allamah Ibn al- 
Qayyim rahimahullah quotes the following 
statement of Muhammad ibn Ka‘b Qurazi 
rahimahullah with regard to taubah-e-nasth: 


apd AF slacly OLE ¢ BYly OL UL slice clot dent Yad 
CFV 2 Ne KILI yb) OIE cee Bprlgey cOLAL 


Taubah-e-nasth is realized with four things: (1) to 
seek forgiveness verbally, (2) to remain aloof from 
the sin physically, (3) to make a firm resolution 
with the heart of not committing the sin again, (4) 
to remain aloof from evil companions. 


Glory to Allah! The fourth condition of repentance 
as listed by ‘Allamah Ibn al-Qayyim rahimahullah 
is generally not found in books. Such a condition 
is necessary because a person gets involved in 
evils through evil company. The ‘Allamah 
rahimahullah included this condition because 
although the person may have given up the evil, 
remaining in the company of fellow residents may 
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well urge him towards the sin again, and he may 
become more involved than previously in it. This 
is why we have to be particularly cautious of evil 
company. 


The first type of sins, viz. shortcomings in 
fulfilling the rights of Allah #%, was explained in 
detail by Hadrat Muslihul Ummat Maulana 
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah in _ I'tiraf-e- 
Dhunub. If a person studies it with concentration, 
insha _ Allah, Hadrat Muslihul Ummat’s 
rahimahullah effective explanation will certainly 
prompt him to repent over his sins and seek 
forgiveness. Allah %& will also shower the person 
with His acceptance. 


As for the second type of sins, viz. shortcomings 
in fulfilling the rights of one’s fellow humans, I 
am writing this book to draw the _ reader’s 
attention to the importance of this subject and to 
encourage him towards repentance from it. Once 
knowledge in this regard is obtained, its 
importance will be gauged, and the person will be 
ready to make up for it through repentance and 
seeking forgiveness. 


Apart from relating incidents from the lives of 
Rasulullah #, Hadrat Abu Bakr # and Hadrat 
‘Umar Faruq #, we will relate incidents from the 
lives of senior pious personalities of the ummah 
such as Hadrat Fudayl ibn ‘Iyad rahimahullah, 
Hadrat Sayyid Ahmad Shahid rahimahullah, 
Hadrat ‘Allamah Rahmatullah Sahib Kiranwi 
rahimahullah, Hadrat Hakim al-Ummah Maulana 
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Ashraf ‘Alt Thanwi rahimahullah, Hadrat Muslihul 
Ummat Maulana Wasiyyullah Sahib I[lahabadi 
rahimahullah, Hadrat Maulana Muhammad 
Ahmad Sahib Partabgarhi rahimahullah and 
others. We are naming this important subject, 
I'tiraf-e-Qusur (acknowledgement of one’s 
mistakes). Just as Allah *% - through His grace 
and kindness - enabled Hadrat Muslihul 
Ummat’s rahimahullah book, I‘tiraf-e-Dhunub, to 
be a source of great benefit, may He make this 
addendum, I'tiraf-e-Qusur, a source of great 
benefit as well. And may He accept it in His court. 
Amin. 


There was a special reason for naming this book 
I'tiraf-e-Qusur, viz. Hadrat Murshidi Maulana 
Muhammad Ahmad Sahib rahimahullah 
mentioned these words in his poem which caused 
my mind to be transported to this theme, and so 
the book itself was given this name. The lines of 
his poem read thus: 


“At times I experience the joy of having obeyed 
Allah 4. At times I have to acknowledge my sins. I 
am constantly mindful of the thing which the 
angel is not aware of. This is the beginning and 
end of those who truly love Allah *#%. O Ahmad 
[referring to himself] who possesses nothing. I 
acknowledge my sins.” 


I make du‘a’ to Allah * to enable all of us to 
acknowledge our sins, repent from them and seek 
forgiveness for them; and to enable us to obtain 
pardon from those whose rights we trampled. May 
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Allah 4 - the most Merciful of those who show 
mercy — pardon us our sins. Amin. 


Muhammad Qamar az-Zaman I[lahabadi, may 
Allah # pardon him 

Madrasah ‘Arabiyyah Bayt al-Ma‘arif, [lahabad 
Muharram al-Haram 1429 A.H./January 2008. 
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A great Sunnah of Rastlullah # was to seek 
forgiveness from Allah #% and acknowledge his 
sins before Him. In like manner, if he displayed 
any shortcoming in fulfilling the rights of his 
fellow humans or harmed them physically or 
verbally, he considered it to be a cause of Allah’s 
4g displeasure, and obtained pardon from the 
person. This is also a great Sunnah of Rasulullah 


In his famous book, Uswa-e-Rasul-e-Akram &, 
Hadrat Doctor ‘Abd al-Hayy Sahib rahimahullah, 
a khalifah of Hadrat Hakim  al-Ummah 
rahimahullah relates the following Hadith of 
Rastlullah # under the chapter titled “The 
position of servitude”. In this Hadith, Rastlullah 
# instructs the Sahabah & in general to pardon 
and overlook, and thereby left an important 
Sunnah for the ummah. May Allah 4 enable all of 
us to practise on this important Sunnah. Amin. I 
now quote the Hadith: 


Rasulullah’s % apology on the pulpit 


Hadrat Fadl # narrates: I went to visit Rasulullah 
# and noticed that he had a high fever, and a 
bandage was tied around his head. He said to me: 
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‘Hold my hand.’ I held his hand, he proceeded to 
the musjid, sat on the pulpit, and said: ‘Summon 
the people to assemble here.’ I summoned the 
people. Rasulullah # first praised Allah #% and 
said: ‘The time is approaching for me to leave you 
and depart. If I struck anyone on his back, my 
back is here before him; he may take revenge. If 
anyone has any monetary claim against me, he 
may demand it now. No person should ever feel 
that I will dislike him for taking revenge from me. 
Such dislike is neither in my nature nor is it 
becoming of me. Understand well! The person 
who claims his right from me is extremely beloved 
to me. Or he may pardon me so that I may 
proceed to Allah *% with a happy heart. I do not 
wish to confine myself to just this one 
announcement. I will announce it again.’ 
Rasulullah # got off the pulpit, and after 
performing the zuhr salah, he climbed it again, 
and made the same announcement. He also 
repeated his statement about not having any 
dislike for such a person. He added: Tf anyone 
has any due, he must fulfil it. He must not worry 
about worldly disgrace because it is nothing 
compared to the disgrace of the Hereafter.’ 


A person stood up and said: ‘You owe me three 
dirhams.’ Rastlullah # said: I do not wish to 
belie any claimant nor do I ask him to take an 
oath. But tell me, how did I come to owe you 
these three dirhams?’ The person said: ‘A beggar 
had come to you one day and you asked me to 
give him three dirhams.’ Rasutlullah % said to 
Hadrat Fadl 2: ‘Give him three dirhams.’ Another 
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person stood up and said: ‘I owe three dirhams to 
the Bayt al-Mal (Islamic Treasury). I had taken 
them treacherously.’ Rastlullah # asked: ‘Why 
did you act treacherously?’ He replied: I was in 
real need at the time.’ Rastlullah #% said to 
Hadrat Fadl 2: ‘Collect three dirhams from him.’ 


Rasulullah # then announced: ‘Anyone having 
any doubt about any condition should ask me to 
make du‘d’ with regard to it [because the time of 
departure has drawn near].’ A person stood up 
and said: ‘O Rastlullah! I am a liar. I am a 
hypocrite. I have the illness of sleeping too much.’ 
Rastlullah #% made du‘a’: ‘O Allah! Bless him with 
honesty, bestow him with full iman, and cure him 
from the illness of over-sleeping.’ Another person 
stood up and said: ‘O Rastlullah! Iam a liar. lam 
a hypocrite. There is no sin which I did not 
commit.’ Hadrat ‘Umar warned him against 
publicizing his sins. Rasulullah # said: ‘O ‘Umar! 
Remain silent. The humiliation of this world is 
light compared to the humiliation of the 
Hereafter.’ 


Rastlullah # then said: ‘O Allah! Bless him with 
honesty and complete iman. And set right all his 
affairs.’ Another person stood up and said: ‘O 
Rasulullah! I am a coward, and have the illness of 
sleeping too much.’ Rastlullah # made du'‘a’ for 
him as well. Hadrat Fadl relates: ‘After 
Rasulullah # made this du‘d’ for him] we never 
saw anyone more brave than him.’ 
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Rasulullah # then proceeded to Hadrat ‘A’ishah’s 
radiyallahu ‘anha house, addressed the assembly 
of women, and made the same announcements 
which he made in the assembly of men. A 
Sahabiyah radiyallahu ‘anha said: ‘O Rastlullah! 
I am unable to express myself properly.’ 
Rasulullah # made du'‘d’ for her. 


Rasulullah # announced: ‘Anyone having any 
doubt about any condition should ask me to 
make du‘d’ with regard to it [because the time of 
departure has drawn near].’ The people requested 
him to make different du‘a’s in their favour. 


May Allah * shower abundant peace and 
salutations to Rasulullah #. (Uswah-e-Rasutl-e- 
Akram) 


Just ponder! This is the perfect example of the 
Leader of all the Ma‘stumin (those who are divinely 
protected from sin) and the Noblest of all the 
Messengers. This sinful ummah is in real need of 
emulating him. Allah * alone inspires towards 
good. 


Hadrat Harun %4 offers an apology with 
utmost respect 


When Hadrat Musa | was about to depart for 
Mt. Tur, he appointed Hadrat Harun * as his 
deputy, ordered him to rectify the Bani Isra7l, and 
prohibited him from following those who cause 
corruption. Allah 4% says: 
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“Musa said to his brother, Harun: ‘You be my 
deputy among my people, remain engaged in 
rectifying [them], and do not follow the path of the 
spreaders of corruption.” (Surah al-A‘raf, 7: 142) 


But when Hadrat Musa %«# returned to his people, 
he found them worshipping a calf. He became 
angry, cast aside the Tablets [which he had 
received from Allah 4], held his brother, Hadrat 
Harun *, by his head and dragged him forward. 
Hadrat Harun | said: “O my brother! The people 
considered me to be weak and faint-hearted, and 
they were on the verge of killing me. Now do not 
give my enemies an opportunity to laugh at me, 
and do not include me among the wrongdoers 
(because I did not join them in their unbelief and 
polytheism). I should therefore not be treated as 
these wrongdoers are.” 


Hadrat Musa #4 realizes his mistake 


When Hadrat Hartn * explained the facts to 
him, Hadrat Musa *& realized his mistake 
(although it was a judgemental error). He 
therefore beseeched Allah *% saying: “O Allah! 
Forgive me and my brother, and engulf us in Your 
mercy, surely You are the most Merciful of those 
who show mercy.” The Qur’an states: 


239 


Catt gash bly M? Gds og chest ces ol abt Sy J 


“He said: ‘O my Sustainer! Forgive me and my 
brother and admit us into Your mercy; You are 
the most merciful.” (Surah al-A‘raf, 7: 151) 


The fact of the matter is that when Hadrat Musa 
%| saw them worshipping the calf, he was 
overtaken by Dini emotion, and caught hold of his 
brother’s head and beard as a way of 
reprimanding him. But once he heard about his 
brother’s helplessness, he realized his own 
mistake and made du‘da’ to Allah *% for himself 
and his brother. This actually took the place of 
asking his brother for pardon. 


We learn from this incident that if a senior 
wrongs his junior in any way, he must be 
concerned about making up for it. It is best to 
first of all seek a clear pardon from the person 
who was wronged. If this is not done, a du‘a’ for 
pardon and forgiveness for him must be made 
because there can be no greater bounty than this 
in his favour. 


At times, if a senior wrongs a junior, the latter 
forgives him in his heart even before the senior 
can ask him for forgiveness. Very often, respectful 
and beloved friends, and loyal murids and 
students consider the scolding and reprimanding 
which they get from their elders to be an act of 
intrinsic love, and accept it as such. In fact, they 
consider it to be their good fortune. Nevertheless, 
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seniors too should not be unduly stern and 
harsh. Every person ought to bear in mind the 
injunctions of the Shart‘ah, and when he realizes 
his mistake, he must endeavour to rectify it even 
if it is against juniors. This could be done by 
making du‘a’ for the person as was done by 
Hadrat Musa | in favour of his brother, Hadrat 
Harun J). May Allah *% enable all of us to 
practise on the correct Din. Amin. 


We learn another point from these verses. If a 
person sees someone committing a wrong, and he 
says harsh words to them after being overcome by 
Dini emotion, then not only is it permissible but 
essential. This is because just as softness and 
leniency are needed for rectification, it is essential 
to resort to severity and harshness at times for 
the removal of evil. Hadrat Musa *«| resorted to 
severity against the people for their worshipping 
of the calf. Consequently, the people repented and 
the evil disappeared. 


Yes, it is necessary for the reformer to have the 
ability to recognize the occasions of leniency and 
severity. If he is confused in this regard and does 
not know whether he should adopt a lenient or 
strict approach, then he must certainly adopt a 
lenient approach. This is because a_ lenient 
approach will not harm him as opposed to 
adopting severity in a situation which demanded 
leniency. There is a real danger of harm in sucha 
case. (Ihya’ al-‘Ulum, Imam Ghazzali 
rahimahullah) 
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Hadrat Abu Bakr # asks Hadrat ‘Umar 4% to 
pardon him 


Once there was an argument between Hadrat Abu 
Bakr #; and Hadrat ‘Umar 2s. In the course of the 
exchange, Hadrat Abu Bakr uttered a few 
harsh words. But he himself regretted uttering 
them, and pleaded to Hadrat ‘Umar # to pardon 
him. When Hadrat ‘Umar #: refused, there was no 
limit to the stress and discomfort which Hadrat 
Abt Bakr # experienced. He got up immediately, 
proceeded to Rastlullah # and explained the 
reason for his stress. Rasulullah # consoled him 
by conveying these glad tidings three times to 
him: “O Abu Bakr! Allah # will pardon you. O 
Abu Bakr! Allah # will pardon you. O Abt Bakr! 
Allah 4 will pardon you.” 


In the meantime, Hadrat ‘Umar regretted his 
refusal, went to Hadrat Abu Bakr’s # house in 
search of him, and when he did not find him, he 
proceeded to Rasulullah #. Rasulullah’s # 
expression changed [to one of anger] when he saw 
him. When Hadrat Abu Bakr 2 saw this, he sat 
upright and pleaded to Rasulullah # saying: “O 
Rasulullah! I was the one who wronged him.” 
Although Rastlullah’s anger subsided, he said: 
“When I was commissioned as a_ Prophet, 
everyone except Abu Bakr belied me. He assisted 
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me with his life and wealth. Will you now leave 
my companion for my sake?”! 


Hadrat Abu Bakr # asks Hadrat Salman & 
and others to pardon him 


Hadrat Abt Hubayrah ‘A’idh ibn ‘Amr al-Muzani 
» (who was from among those who were present 
for the Bay‘atur Ridwan) narrates: Hadrat Abu 
Sufyan «» [who was not a Muslim at the time] 
went to Hadrat Salman #«, Hadrat Suhayb # and 
Hadrat Bilal s. They said to him: “Without doubt, 
the swords of Allah *# have not taken their dues 
against His enemies.” When Hadrat Abt Bakr 
heard this, he said: “Are you saying such things 
to one of the elders and leaders of the Quraysh!>?” 


Hadrat Abu Bakr # then proceeded to Rasulullah 
# and related the incident to him. Rastlullah # 
said: “You must have certainly displeased them. 
And if you displeased them, you have displeased 
Allah 4%.” Hadrat Abt Bakr # went back to them 
and said: “O brothers! I displeased you.” They 
said: “No brother. May Allah 4 forgive you.” 


Hadrat ‘Umar & asks an old man to pardon 
him 


Hadrat ‘Umar # was patrolling at night with 
Hadrat Ibn Mas‘td -. He peeped through a hole 
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in a door and saw an old man who had wine and 
a few dancing women in front of him. The two 
climbed the wall, went to the old man and said: 
“What an evil thing for an old man like you to 
do!?” 


The old man stood up and said: “O Amir al- 
Mu’minin! I take an oath that you must not pass 
any judgement on me until you have heard what I 
have to say.” Hadrat ‘Umar said: “You may 
speak.” The old man said: “If I disobeyed Allah % 
in one matter, you disobeyed Allah *® by 
committing three offences.” Hadrat ‘Umar & 
asked: “What are they?” He said: “The first offence 
you committed was that you spied on me, and 
Allah 4 prohibits this. Allah 4% says: 


Petar 
“Do not spy on each other.” 


The second offence is that you jumped over the 
back wall of my house and entered, whereas Allah 
4S says: 
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“Enter the houses from their doors. [That is, do 
not enter from the rear].” 


Allah 4 also says: 
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“It is not an act of piety to enter houses from their 
rear.” 


The third offence is that you entered my house 
without permission, whereas Allah %& says: 


“O believers! Do not enter houses other than your 
own houses until you have asked permission and 
wished peace to their owners.” (Surah an-Nur, 24: 
27) 


Hadrat ‘Umar # said: “You are right. Will you 
forgive me?” The old man said: “May Allah *% 
forgive you.” Hadrat ‘Umar # left crying, and he 
was saying to himself: “O ‘Umar! You are 
destroyed if Allah 4% does not forgive you.” 


Hadrat ‘Umar # also addressed himself saying: 
“You know well that a person tries to conceal 
such a condition [of consuming wine and being in 
the company of dancing women] from his own 
family and children. He will now think to himself 
that the Amir al-Mu’minin has seen him.” 
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Hadrat Muslihul Ummat Maulana 
Wasiyyullah Sahib’s rahimahullah 
commentary to the above story 


The above story shows that a muhtasib (inspector) 
should neither spy, enter houses by jumping over 
walls, nor enter without permission. 


Glory to Allah! What a beautiful story! People 
relate it, you may have heard it, but the last part 
of the story, i.e. the effect which it had on Hadrat 
‘Umar # is not normally related. I am astonished 
as to why it is not related, whereas I consider it to 
be the essence and soul of the story. This is 
because Hadrat ‘Umar’s # humility is much 
greater than what the old man said. Although he 
caught the old man in such a situation, he 
restrained himself after hearing whatever the old 
man said to him, and then begged him to forgive 
him. This is no easy and insignificant matter. Do 
you think anyone can do this today? Without 
doubt, no one can equal the actions of the 
Sahabah *&. 


Do you not see! The dancing women are seated 
before the old man, and the wine is placed in 
front of him. The Amir al-Mu’minin reaches there 
all of a sudden. A person is caught committing a 
sin from which he cannot extricate himself. 
Despite this, the old man quoted verses which 
cast everything aside. Now there was neither an 
inspector nor a criminal. Everyone was subdued 
and the entire assembly was reduced to crying — 
the entire scene changed. 
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Hadrat ‘Umar #« had went to reprimand the old 
man, but the tables were turned and the old man 
took him to account. This resulted in Hadrat 
‘Umar # asking him for pardon, leaving there 
while crying and thinking to himself of his own 
destruction. He constantly said to himself: “You 
know well that a person tries to conceal such a 
condition [of consuming wine and being in the 
company of dancing women] from his own family 
and children. He will now think to himself that 
the Amir al-Mu’minin has seen him. How 
ashamed he will feel about it!” (Risalah Ma'‘rifat-e- 


Haqq) 


Hadrat ‘Umar #4 asks the Sahabah & to 
pardon him 


When Hadrat ‘Umar # became the caliph, he 
practised strictly on the same principles. In other 
words, just as Hadrat Abu Bakr # allowed people 
to take revenge from him for his excesses, and the 
subjects to take revenge from the governors for 
their excesses, Hadrat ‘Umar # adhered strictly to 
this and allowed people to take revenge from him 
for his excesses on several occasions. When he 
was asked about his severity in this regard, he 
said: “I saw Rasutlullah # fulfilling the rights of 
others, and Hadrat Abt Bakr # doing the same. 
So I too will fulfil the rights of others.” 


Here is one example of how particular Hadrat 

‘Umar - was in this regard. He beat a person as a 

punishment for a crime which he committed, so 

the person said: “I committed it in ignorance. I 
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ought to have been taught about it, and not 
punished. Had I committed it wittingly, I ought to 
be pardoned and not beaten.” Hadrat ‘Umar & 
replied immediately: “You are right. Here, take 
revenge from me |i.e. now you must beat mel.” 
(Guldista-e-‘TIlm wa Nazar, p. 71) 


Hadrat ‘Umar 4 is reduced to tears on 
hearing an old woman’s complaint 


An admonitory incident took place during his 
journey to Syria. Hadrat ‘Umar #» was returning 
to Madinah when he saw a tent. He got off his 
conveyance and went close to the tent. He saw an 
old woman and asked her: “Do you know 
anything about ‘Umar?” She replied: “Yes, he has 
already departed from Syria, but may Allah *% 
destroy him. To this day I did not receive a single 
grain from him.” Hadrat ‘Umar # said: “How can 
‘Umar know about conditions so far away [from 
Madinah]?” She replied: “Why does he assume the 
caliphate if he does not know about his subjects?” 
Hadrat ‘Umar # was reduced to tears. (al-Faruq, 
p. 202) 


Glory to Allah! This was the condition of Hadrat 
‘Umar’s  soft-heartedness, whereas the world 
considers him to be a strict person. We learn from 
this that his strictness was for Allah’s sake. Each 
occasion requires a different response. If the 
deputy of Rasulullah # cannot do this, who else 
can?! May Allah # inspire us all to emulate him. 
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Hadrat ‘Umar # was most conscious of his 
responsibilities and would personally go on patrol 
at night to see to the welfare of his subjects. If he 
saw any unlawful activity, he would express his 
disapproval. If he saw any person in difficulty, he 
would see to his needs. This is related in history 
books. 


Rasulullah #% informs Hadrat ‘A’ishah 2 of 
her error 
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Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha narrates: “I 
said: ‘O Rastlullah! What do you need Safiyyah 
for?’ She meant that she was very short. 
Rasulullah # said: ‘You made a statement [which 
is so deplorable] that if it was mixed with the 
water of the ocean, it would spoil all the water.” 


We learn from this Hadith that Rasulullah # 
would not tolerate inappropriate statements even 
from his most beloved wife. Rather, he 
reprimanded her so that she does not make such 
statements again. 
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Rasulullah % expresses his disapproval of 
Hadrat Zaynab’s radiyallahu ‘anha 
attitude 
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Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anhda@ narrates: 
Hadrat Safiyyah’s radiyallahu ‘anha camel fell ill 
and Hadrat Zaynab radiyallahu ‘anha had an 
extra camel. Rasulullah # said to her: “Give one 
camel to her.” Hadrat Zaynab radiyallahu ‘anha 
replied: “You want me to give a camel to that 
Jewess?” Rasulullah # became angry and stayed 


away from her during the months of Dht al- 
Hijjah, Muharram, and a portion of Safar. 
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Imam Ahmad rahimahullah narrates a Hadith of 
Hadrat Safiyyah radiyallahu ‘anha: Rasulullah # 
went on hajj with his pure wives. On the way, 
Hadrat Safiyyah bint Huyay’s camel died. 
Rasulullah # said to Zaynab bint Jahsh: “O 
Zaynab! Give a camel to your sister, Safiyyah.” 
[He said this to her] because she had the most 
camels from among his wives. She asked: “You 
want me to give a camel to your Jewess?” 
Rasulullah # was angered by her words and 
remained aloof from her without speaking to her. 
He did not speak to her even when he came to 
Makkah, during his stay in Mina, and until he 
returned to Madinah. He did not go to her in 
Muharram and Safar, nor did he set aside a turn 
for her. This caused her to lose hope in his 
coming back to her. He eventually went to her in 
Rabi al-Awwal. 


It is a major sin for a person to describe another 
with words of kufr after the latter embraced 
Islam. This is why Hadrat Zaynab radiyallahu 
‘anha was eligible for separation. 


We learn from the above that Rastlullah #% would 
not permit any concession with regard to 
rectifying the character of his wives as well. This 
is an excellent example for us. May Allah % 
inspire us all to practise. Amin. 
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The story of Hadrat Fudayl ibn ‘Iyad’s 
rahimahullah repentance 


The story of Hadrat Fudayl ibn  ‘lyad’s 
rahimahullah repentance is well known, but the 
importance which he gave to fulfilling the rights 
of fellow humans is worthy of emulation by every 
Muslim. This is because rights of fellow humans 
are not pardoned by mere repentance. Rather, it 
is essential for the person to fulfil the rights or to 
obtain pardon from the person whose rights he 
forfeited. Hadrat Fudayl ibn ‘Iyad rahimahullah 
fulfilled this thoroughly. This is related by the 
famous personality Hadrat Shah al-‘Alamin Shah 
‘Abd ar-Razzaq Jhanjhanwi rahimahullah in his 
book, Sahaif Ma'rifat. This book has _ been 
translated in very simple language by Doctor 
Tanwir Ahmad ‘Alawi. I am quoting the story of 
his repentance from the translation: 


Fudayl ibn ‘Iyad rahimahullah was initially a 
highway robber. When he stole anything from any 
person, he had the habit of recording the person’s 
name, his father’s name, the place where he stole 
it, and the date on which he stole it in a register. 
When Allah # turned to him with His grace and 
his time for repentance approached, he attacked 
a caravan and all the people of the caravan 
trembled with fear. Fudayl rahimahullah captured 
all their possessions. One of the people of the 
caravan was reciting the Qur’an and came to this 
verse: 


252 


di 55) py0 aad ott gail ob gt 


“Has the time not arrived for the believers’ hearts 
to tremble with Allah’s remembrance?” 


On hearing this, Fudayl rahimahullah called out: 
“The time has come.” He then announced to all 
the people to come and take back their 
belongings. But they did not come out of fear he 
was summoning them in order to kill them. 
Hadrat Fudayl rahimahullah begged them to come 
and said: “O Muslims! I have repented over my 
actions and Iam ashamed.” They said: “O Fudayl! 
If you are speaking the truth, leave our goods and 
depart from here. We will come and take our 
goods ourselves.” Fudayl rahimahullah said: 
“Some of your goods may get lost or destroyed, 
and I will have to give account for them on the 
day of Resurrection. You should therefore come 
before me, identify your belongings, and take 
them away.” On hearing these words of 
reassurance, they came forward, identified their 
respective belongings, and took them away. 


Fudayl rahimahullah asked them for pardon and 
satisfied them. He then returned home and made 
it his practice to look at his register and return 
the goods to whomever they belonged. In this 
way, he pleased all his enemies and opponents, 
and was left with no goods whatsoever of this 
world. 
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He was looking at his register one day and 
noticed that he had usurped 40 O00 dinars from 
a Jew of Naysabur, and he had not returned this 
amount to him as yet, and not obtained his 
pardon. 


Hadrat Fudayl rahimahullah seeks pardon 
from a Jew 


He went to the Jew and said: “My name is Fudayl. 
I had stolen 40 OOO dinars from you at a certain 
place in a certain year. I have now repented from 
highway robbery, and returned all the wealth 
from whomever I had stolen it. But I do not have 
anything to give back to you. I have come to you 
to give you the right of doing whatever you like to 
me. You could ask me to work for you in 
exchange for that amount, or you could pardon 
me,” 


The Jew said: “Give me back my due so that I 
may be pleased with you.” 


Fudayl rahimahullah began working for the Jew 
and serving him. The Jew had read in the Taurah 
that if a person from the ummah of Muhammad # 
repents sincerely, and he were to place his hand 
on soil, it will turn to gold. He felt this was the 
ideal opportunity to put him to the test. He went 
to his house, filled a purse with soil, and placed it 
on a shelf. He came outside and said to Fudayl: “I 
have taken an oath I will not take anything from 
you, but you will have to do one work for me. Go 
into my house and you will find a purse on a 
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certain shelf. Bring it to me so that I may be 
pleased with you.” 


Fudayl rahimahullah went into the house, 
brought the purse, and placed it before him. Look 
at Allah’s #% power! The purse was filled with the 
exact amount of dinars which Fudayl 
rahimahullah had stolen from him. This had a 
deep impact on his Jew’s heart. He said to 
Fudayl: “You filled my copper of kufr with the 
pure gold of iman. You may now invite me to 
Islam, your religion is certainly the truth.” The 
Jew together with another seventy people 
embraced Islam. The Mathnawi says in this 
regard: 


“If your face is moistened with tears, even the soil 
in your hand will turn to gold.” (Saha’if Ma‘rifat, 
p. 176) 


Hadrat Sayyid Ahmad Rifa‘i rahimahullah 
seeks pardon 


A group of fagirs met him on one occasion. They 
began hurling obscenities at him, and said: “O 
you Dajjal! O you who considers the haram to be 
halal! O you who alters the Qur’an! O you atheist! 
O you dog!” On hearing all this, Sayyid Ahmad 
rahimahullah removed his head covering, kissed 
the ground and said: “O my masters! Forgive your 
slave.” He then began kissing their hands and 
feet, and said: “Be pleased with me. Your 
forbearance can accommodate me.” When there 
was no way for them to refuse, they said: “We 
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never came across a faqir like you. You are 
accepting whatever we are saying to you without 
becoming angry in the least.” He said: “This is 
also by virtue of your blessings” 


He then turned to his friends and said: “It was 
very good that I provided them the opportunity of 
giving vent to whatever was concealed within 
them. In other words, they placed the weight 
which was in their hearts onto me. If the truth be 
told, I was most deserving of whatever they said, 
because they may have well said it to someone 
who would not be able to bear it. This would have 
worsened the _ situation and caused more 
problems.” 


He used to say: “The purity of the heart can only 
be achieved when no mark of malice remains in it 
— neither towards one’s enemies, to one’s friends, 
nor to any of Allah’s *% creations. If a person 
develops such a condition, the wild animals in the 
jungles and the birds in the nests will have 
affinity with him, and the deepest mysteries will 
be exposed to him.” (Aqwal-e-Salaf, vol. 2, p. 147) 


Note: Glory to Allah! Look at the forbearance and 
piety of our elders, and how they taught this to 
their associates. It is sufficient for us to emulate 
them. 
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Hadrat Tinati rahimahullah acknowledges 
his mistake 


He had made a promise to Allah * that he will 
never extend his hand with desire towards 
anything which grows forth from the ground. But 
he forgot this promise, he broke a few shoots from 
a wild plant, placed them in his mouth, and was 
chewing on them when he remembered his 
promise. He threw away the shoots which were in 
his hands, spat out whatever was in his mouth, 
and sat down remorsefully. 


He relates: “I did not even get a chance to sit 
down comfortably when a few people on 
horseback and others on foot surrounded me, 
and said: “Stand up!” They escorted me until they 
took me to the shore of Alexandria. I saw a leader 
before whom were a few Africans who had 
committed the crime of highway robbery. They 
saw that I was dark-skinned like them, and 
coincidentally, I had a shield, arrows and a sword 
with me. And so, they were all convinced that I 
was also a criminal like the other Africans. They 
chopped off their hands and feet, and it was now 
my turn. They ordered me to extend my hands. I 
extended them and they chopped them off. I was 
then ordered to extend my legs. I extended them, 
raised my head and said: ‘O my Allah! O my 
Master! My hands had committed a wrong [by 
breaking the plant], but what wrong did my legs 
commit?’ A horseman arrived suddenly, 
overpowered the leader, and said: ‘This is a 
righteous man, and he is well known by the name 
257 


Abt al-Khayr Tinati.’ The leader lowered himself, 
began kissing my cut hand, embraced me, cried 
to me, and began asking me to pardon him.’ I 
said: ‘| pardoned you the moment you chopped 
my hand, and I said to my self: 


“This is a hand which had committed a crime, 
and so it has been chopped off.” (Tabaqat Kubra, 
p. 94, Aqwal-e-Salaf, vol. 2, p. 85) 


Note: Unfortunately, we do not know how many 
obvious and concealed sins we commit but we do 
not even perceive them, whereby we could have 
worried about having them pardoned or making 
up for them. May Allah “ inspire us all to realize 
this, and may He protect us from His displeasure 
and punishment. Amin. 


Hadrat Dhun Nun Misri rahimahullah 
acknowledges his sins 


One year there was no water in the Nile river, and 
consequently, the signs of drought were visibly 
seen. Some people went out into the desert to beg 
for water. They cried profusely and beseeched 
[Allah #&], but there was still no rain. Hadrat 
Dhun Nun Misri rahimahullah was also informed 
about the people’s predicament and was 
requested to make du‘d’ to Allah %. They said to 
him: “You are an accepted servant of Allah # and 
the du‘d’ of His accepted servants is not rejected.” 
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Shaykh [Sa‘di] writes: I heard that when Hadrat 
Dhun Ntn Misri rahimahullah was told this, he 
left for Madyan. The moment he left Egypt, the 
rains started falling. On reaching Madyan, he was 
informed of the rains, and of the river brimming 
with water. An ‘arif asked him: ‘What was the 
reason for your leaving Egypt?’ He replied: ‘1 
heard that a drought comes because of the evil 
deeds of evil people. When I pondered over this, I 
did not see anyone more sinful than me. So I left 
Egypt thinking to myself: ‘Why should these 
people suffer unnecessarily because of my wrong- 
doings?” 


Note: Glory to Allah! Look at how he practised on 
this teaching of Rastlullah #: “I am the one who 
acknowledges and confesses his sin...”. Without 
doubt, the rains fell by virtue of his emulating 
this Sunnah of Rastlullah #. He went out of the 
city and provided a_ practical example of 
acknowledging sins and seeking forgiveness. 
Consequently, Allah’s 4% ocean of mercy poured 
down. Glory to Allah! Such was the high level of 
his humility and self-effacement. He did not 
consider anyone more sinful than himself in the 
whole of Egypt. He was convinced that the rain 
was withheld because of his sins. Yet, he enjoyed 
such a high status among the creation that the 
king announced: “It is a serious wrong if Hadrat 
Dhun Nun Misri is not mentioned in any 
assembly where the auliyad’ of Allah *% are 
mentioned.” 


This is an affirmation of the Hadith: 
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“Allah # elevates the one who humbles himself 
for Allah’s sake.” 


May Allah * inspire us all to practise on this 
teaching, and bestow us with genuine humility 
and total self-effacement. 


Immoral women acknowledge their sins 


A drought was experienced in a certain place. The 
people engaged in a lot of du‘d’ but there was no 
sign of any rain. The immoral women of the city 
gathered and said: “We are the most sinful, and 
this is why there is no rain. If we repent, the rains 
will come down.” They all proceeded to an open 
field, made arrangements for a screen all around 
them [to prevent others from seeing them], and 
beseeched Allah 4. They acknowledged their sins, 
and repented and sought forgiveness with 
devotion and sincerity. The rains came down. 


Hadrat Khwajah Baqi Billah rahimahullah 
acknowledges his sins 


Hadrat Khwajah rahimahullah never hesitated in 
acknowledging his sins and considering himself a 
sinner. Let alone among his own companions, he 
did not even consider himself superior to the 
masses. 


It is said that a youngster who was his neighbour 
used to commit every type of sin. Although 
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Hadrat was fully aware of this, he accommodated 
the youth. His murid, Khwajah Hussam ad-Din 
Dehlawi rahimahullah complained to _ the 
authorities about the youth and had him 
imprisoned. When the shaykh came to know of it, 
he was quite displeased with his murid, and 
remained aloof from him. The murid_ said: 
“Hadrat, he is a flagrant sinner.” Hadrat said: 
“Aah!” in a painful tone and said: “Yes, you 
possess virtue and piety, that is why you 
recognized his sin and iniquity. But I do not 
consider myself better than him. That is why I did 
not allow my own self to complain about him to 
the authorities.” He then made efforts to have the 
youth released. He repented and became a 
righteous person. 


When any of his murids erred, he would say: “It 
was actually my error which became manifest 
through him.” (Tarikh Da‘wat wa ‘Azimat, vol. 4, 
p. 146) 


‘Allamah Ibn al-Jauzi rahimahullah 
acknowledges his sins 


He relates his own story in his book, Sayd al- 
Khatir!: 





1 Hadrat Maulana Abul Hasan ‘Ali Miya Nadwi rahimahullah 
writes with regard to Sayd al-Khatir. “Sayd al-Khatir is an 
album in which the author penned his innermost emotions, 
informal thoughts, life experiences, and scattered thoughts 
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I experienced a situation on one occasion in 
which I had to ask Allah % and make du'‘a’ to 
Him. I made du‘a’ and asked Allah *%. A righteous 
person joined me in my du‘a’. I saw some of the 
effects of acceptance, and said to my self: “This is 
the result of the righteous person’s du‘a’, and not 
because of my du‘a’.” I said to my self: “I have 
knowledge of my own sins and mistakes which 
would certainly not make my du‘d’ acceptable. 
But it may well be that my du‘a@’ was accepted 
because the righteous person is protected against 
such sins which I know I committed. But there is 
a difference between the two of us: I am sorrowful 
and remorseful for my shortcomings, while he is 
happy over his condition. And there are times 
when acknowledging one’s sins are more 
beneficial.” 


He continues: 


“There is also a similarity between us: Neither of 
us is asking for any grace on the basis of our 
actions. So if I have a broken heart, a head 
lowered in remorse, and say while acknowledging 
my sins: ‘O Allah! Give me solely out of Your 
grace for I am empty-handed’, I have hope Allah 
4% will accept my du‘a’. On the other hand, the 
righteous person may rely on his good deeds, and 
this reliance may be an obstacle for him. O my 
soul! Do not break my heart any further because 





and incidents. He acknowledges many of his weaknesses 
and mistakes without any hesitation.” 
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it is already quite broken. I have such knowledge 
of my conditions which demand humility from 
me. I now acknowledge my shortcomings. I am 
really in need of what I asked You for. I have full 
conviction in the grace of the One whom I asked. 
The righteous person does not have all this. So, O 
Allah! Bless him in his worship. My 
acknowledgement of my sins is in itself a great 
thing.” (Tarikh Da‘wat wa ‘Azimat, vol. 1, p. 243) 


Note: Just as we ponder and reflect over our 
worldly issues, these pious elders ponder and 
reflect over their Dini and internal conditions. It is 
essential for us to do this because it is very 
beneficial and will ensure our progress. 


Hadrat Shah ‘Abd al-Qadir Sahib 
rahimahullah asks pardon from an old 
woman 


I heard this story on numerous occasions from 
my  shaykh, Hadrat Murshidi Maulana 
Muhammad Ahmad Sahib rahimahullah. Hadrat 
Maulana Shah ‘Abd al-Qadir Sahib Dehlawi 
rahimahullah did not accept an ordinary gift from 
an old woman for some reason or the other. The 
poor woman went back broken hearted with her 
gift. After this, the numerous spiritual gifts and 
victories which Hadrat Shah Sahib rahimahullah 
used to receive ceased completely. After several 
days he began thinking over the reason for this. 
He pondered and reflected, and after a few days, 
he came to the conclusion that he had refused 
the gift of the old woman, and this is why he is 
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being punished in this manner. It was night time, 
he proceeded immediately to the old woman. He 
knocked on her door, she asked for his identity, 
and he replied: “‘Abd al-Qadir.” He added: “Amma 
[a term of respect for an old woman]! Please give 
me the gift which I had refused.” She gave him 
the gift and said: “Hadrat, I have been restless 
ever since you refused it. I have not been 
experiencing any comfort at any time. I am crying 
over my misfortune ever since.” Shah Sahib 
rahimahullah was much affected by her words, 
sought her pardon, and returned. 


Note: Glory to Allah! What an admonitory story! 
Shah ‘Abd al-Qadir rahimahullah was denied 
spiritual gifts and victories because he broke the 
heart of an old woman. Now if a person were to 
break the heart of a Sahib-e-nisbat (a close friend 
of Allah 4) and cause pain to him, what will be 
the consequence of it? We seek refuge in Allah %. 


Hadrat Sayyid Ahmad Shahid 
rahimahullah acknowledges his sins 


Miya ‘Abd al-Qayyum Sahib was in charge of 
Hadrat Sayyid Ahmad Shahid’s rahimahullah 
kitchen. ‘Abdullah Behre, who was an associate of 
the Maulana Sahib also joined in the affairs of the 
kitchen. Qadir Bakhsh Khan Kanjpuri used to 
prepare Hadrat’s meals and he was a master 
cook. He was cooking meat one day and the water 
in it was less. The adhan for maghrib was called, 
so he said to Haji ‘Abdullah Sahib: “You must see 
to the meat while I am gone for salah.” Saying 


264 


this, he left for the salah. Haji ‘Abdullah Sahib 
removed the fire from under the meat pot, kept it 
aside, and also joined the congregation for the 
salah. Qadir Bakhsh returned after the salah and 
saw that some of the meat was burned. He 
removed the meat which was burnt, and added 
water to the remainder to make a gravy. But the 
burning smell remained in the food. When the 
food was ready, he took it to Hadrat Sayyid Sahib 
rahimahullah. On tasting it, he said to Qadir 
Bakhsh Khan: “What type of food did you prepare 
today? How come it is burnt?” He offered his 
excuse saying: “I asked Haji ‘Abdullah to watch 
over the meat while I came for the salah. But he 
also joined the salah. This caused the meat to get 
burnt.” On hearing this, Hadrat Sayyid Sahib 
rahimahullah - contrary to his habit - 
spontaneously remarked: “You left him in charge 
of the meat and went for salah. That wretched 
fellow did not watch over it, now the meat is 
burnt and cannot be eaten.” 


Hadrat Sayyid Sahib rahimahullah is 
advised by his murids 


On hearing these uncustomary harsh words from 
Hadrat Sayyid Sahib rahimahullah, all who were 
present remained absolutely silent. No one 
uttered a word. Hadrat handed the plate of meat 
to Qadir Bakhsh Khan, and ate the roti with 
dhall. After having his supper, Hadrat proceeded 
for the ‘isha salah, returned to his place, and 
seated himself as was his habit. 
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Qadi ‘Ala’ ad-Din, Miyaji Chishti, Maulwi Warith 
‘Ali, Maulwi Imam ad-Din, Hafiz Sabir Sahib and 
others discussed the matter among themselves, 
and said: “Hadrat uttered the word ‘wretched’ in 
total contradiction to his habit. It is far-fetched 
for him to utter such a word. We have to inform 
him of this. He constantly tells us: ‘I am also a 
human. If I say anything against the Shariah, 
you'll must certainly inform me. If you do not do 
this, I will take you to account on the day of 
Resurrection.’ It is wajib on us to inform him so 
that we can absolve ourselves.” 


They all agreed, proceeded towards Hadrat, and 
sat before him as was their habit. 


The murids draw attention to Hadrat 
Sayyid Sahib’s rahimahullah oversight 


Maulwi Imam ad-Din Sahib Bangali and Miyaji 
Chishti Sahib Burhanwi rahimahullah then spoke 
to Hadrat saying: “All the brothers who are 
present here want to know: When the meat got 
burnt today, you referred to Haji ‘Abdullah as a 
wretched person. Can such a word be uttered 
against a Muslim?” On hearing their question, 
Hadrat remained silent for a long while, and said: 
“No one should say such a thing to a Muslim.” 
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Hadrat Sayyid Sahib rahimahullah 
acknowledges his mistake openly 


“This word was uttered by me unwittingly and 
unintentionally. I committed a major wrong. You 
all have done well in informing me about it.” 


Hadrat then called for Haji ‘Abdullah and all the 
others who were working in the kitchen. A large 
number of people from each group were present. 
Haji ‘Abdullah was a very simple-minded, good- 
natured and righteous man. Hadrat seated him 
next to him and said: “Haji Sahib! I committed a 
wrong against you. In my anger, I unwittingly 
called you a wretched man. Please pardon me this 
mistake for Allah’s sake, and embrace me.” 


Haji ‘Abdullah was slightly deaf, and became 
nervous. He began apologizing and said: “Hadrat, 
I burnt your curry and I regret it. Please pardon 
me for Allah’s sake.” Hadrat shouted in his ears 
saying: “It is not your fault in the least. It was I 
who committed a wrong. It was I who called youa 
wretched man. Forgive me.” On hearing this, he 
held Hadrat’s hand and said: “Hadrat, I have 
pardoned you. Make du‘d’ for me and ask Allah % 
to forgive me.” He then embraced him. 


Hadrat then spoke for a long time, as though he 
was delivering a talk. He said: “Every Muslim 
must do his utmost not to utter words like ‘kafir, 
mushrik, mundfiqg, mardid, etc. (unbeliever, 
polytheist, hypocrite, wretched/accursed, etc.) 
against any Muslim. He must restrain his tongue 
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from uttering such words. If they are uttered 
unintentionally, he must repent for them. 
Uttering words of this nature causes a deficiency 
in one’s iman.” 


Hadrat went at length in speaking about words 
which are prohibited in the Shart‘ah. His manner 
of speech had a great impact on all who were 
present, they experienced a unique condition 
which is beyond description. He concluded his 
talk with a du‘a’, and the people returned to their 
respective tents. They began speaking among 
themselves, and said: “Hadrat’s uttering of this 
word [wretched] today was also not devoid of 
divine wisdom because he spoke about other 
words which are prohibited in the Shari‘ah and 
brought our attention to them.” 


Maulana Muhammad Isma‘il [Shahid] Sahib 
returned from Amb after many days. Some people 
related to him how Hadrat uttered the word 
“wretched”, and the manner in which he repented 
for having uttered it. 


Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ism4Aa‘il Sahib 
Shahid’s rahimahullah words of advice 


He said: “When the Auliyad’ of Allah *® say 
something contrary to the Shari'ah due to human 
constraints, and repent for having uttered it, their 
utterance is in essence not devoid of wisdom and 
benefit. Nor does the utterance of such words 
decrease their rank. On the contrary, their rank 
increases. When Hadrat Adam x ate wheat in 
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Paradise and was’ expelled from it, he 
undoubtedly disobeyed Allah #. But he repented 
to Allah * for his mistake and Allah * pardoned 
him. But the divine wisdom behind his mistake 
was this: He was expelled from Paradise, but 
divine wisdom willed Prophets, auliya’, believers, 
and Muslims to be born from him, and for the 
factory of this world and the Hereafter to 
function. Had he not been expelled from Paradise, 
all this would not have happened.” 


“Or, for example, Hadrat Musa *##| killed a Copt. 
He became frightened of Pharaoh, went away to 
Madyan, and repented for his mistake. Allah % 
pardoned him, caused him to get married to the 
daughter of Hadrat Shu‘ayb 3, and bestowed 
him with a staff. A few years later, he left Madyan 
with his wife and proceeded towards Egypt. When 
he was near Mt. Tur, Allah *% bestowed him with 
prophet-hood. Now think over all the divine 
wisdoms from the time he killed the Copt. Had he 
not committed this mistake, how would these 
benefits and bestowals been realized?” 


“Alternatively, we can consider the condition of 
these buzurgs like a river. When it pours heavily, 
all the dirty and impure water from the drains 
together with grass and straw flow into the river 
and make it dirty. People who do not understand 
think that the river water has become impure, 
and can no longer be used for purification. 
Whereas, the river remains pure just as it was. In 
fact, its water level rises and the dirt disappears 
after some time. The creation of Allah % benefits 
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from it to the full.” Hadrat Maulana Muhammad 
Ismail Sahib Shahid rahimahullah provided 
several other examples in this regard. (Sirat 
Sayyid Ahmad Shahid) 


Note: Ma sha’ Allah! What a beautiful story on the 
subject of acknowledging one’s’ sins and 
mistakes. It is worthy of emulation by all of us. As 
for the wisdoms explained by Hadrat Maulana 
Isma‘ll Shahid rahimahullah, they are vast gates 
of knowledge and wisdom which contain 
comprehensive principles and_ enlightening 
themes. 


Just ponder! Hadrat Sayyid Ahmad Shahid 
rahimahullah was on a journey in which he was 
to engage in a great jihad for Allah’s #% cause. But 
neither he nor his devoted associates tolerated 
the hurt which he caused to a cook. This is 
because they all focused on the lofty goal of 
pleasing Allah * for which they were undertaking 
this blessed journey. At the same time, they were 
mindful of Allah’s % independence, i.e. Allah % 
was not bothered in the least about their 
sacrifices. If they committed the slightest excess — 
e.g. hurting the feelings of even the most ordinary 
person among them - Allah % will not tolerate it 
at all. 


Unfortunately, no sooner someone starts a Dini 
effort, he is criticized and castigated from all 
sides. In fact, some people go to the extent of 
belittling and scorning the great personalities of 
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the past. Look at the excellent advice given by a 
poet: 


“Do not speak ill of past peoples so that your own 
good name does not become tainted.” 


Just ponder! We are prohibited from such 
abhorrent practices even in our salah, fasting, 
hajj, zakat, etc. and these compulsory duties are 
rendered null and void through them. This fact is 
known to those who have knowledge of the 
Qur’an and Sunnah. 


O people! Read and study these stories of our 
elders with concentration and with the purpose of 
practising on them. Rectify your selves so that 
you may be honoured with Allah’s % pleasure. 
May Allah %& inspire us all to practise on this. 
Amin. 


Hadrat Maulana Rahmatullah Sahib 
Kiranwi rahimahullah acknowledges his 
mistakes 


I now relate a story of Maulana Rahmatullah 
Sahib Kiranwi rahimahullah with regard to 
acknowledging one’s mistakes. Maulana 
Rahmatullah Sahib Kiranwi rahimahullah was an 
erudite ‘alim who wrote I[zhar al-Haqq, his 
magnum opus in refutation of Christianity. This 
book is not only well-known to the ‘ulama’, but 
also in the Arab lands, non-Arab lands, and 
Europe. It was he who established Madrasah 
Saulatiyah in Makkah Mu‘azzamah. _ This 
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Madrasah played a major role in proliferating the 
Qur’an and Sunnah. In fact, I learnt that in the 
beginning, many of the lecturers in Jami‘ah 
Islamiyyah Madinah Munawwarah [the Islamic 
university in Madinah] had studied at this 
Madrasah. Al-hamdulillah, it still continues as the 
only Hanafi madrasah |in Saudi Arabia]. Its 
administrator at present is Maulana Hashim 
Sahib. 


I now relate the story of Maulana Rahmatullah 
Sahib rahimahullah which Maulana Shah 
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah used to relate 
quite often. Hadrat Maulana Rahmatullah Sahib 
Kiranwi rahimahullah was delivering a talk at 
some place on the subject of the importance of a 
madrasah. When Hadrat Haji Imdadullah Sahib 
Muhajir Makki rahimahullah heard it, he said: “If 
what you are saying is correct, then you will 
destroy all the masajid (plural of musjid) and 
replace them with madaris.” This caused some ill- 
feeling between the two and consequently, they 
stopped speaking to each other. 


However, the Hadith prohibits a believer from 
severing ties for more than three days. Moreover, 
it speaks highly of the person who takes the first 
step at reconciliation. Bearing this in mind, 
Hadrat Maulana Rahmatullah Sahib 
rahimahullah went to Hadrat Haji Imdadullah 
Sahib rahimahullah and asked him for 
forgiveness. Hadrat Haji Sahib rahimahullah said: 
“Maulana, you have won. Because you are an 
‘alim, you came within three days and reconciled. 


212 


As for me, because I am not an ‘dlim, I did not get 
the taufig (inspiration) to do this.” 


Note: Glory to Allah! Look at the humility and 
self-effacement of Hadrat Maulana Rahmatullah 
Sahib rahimahullah when he came to apologize. 
And look at Hadrat Haji Sahib’s rahimahullah 
magnanimity when he praised the Maulana for 
taking the first step at reconciliation, and 
acknowledged the level of his knowledge and 
merit. 


A story from the life of Hadrat Maulana 
Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi rahimahullah 


Hadrat Maulana Rahmatullah rahimahullah was 
walking on the street on one occasion. A 
municipal worker was sweeping the street at the 
time. An ‘alim who was a close associate of the 
Maulana went forward to the sweeper and said to 
him: “Stop sweeping for a short while so that my 
Hadrat is saved from the dirt getting onto his 
body.” Hadrat heard this and said: “What right 
did you have to stop him from his municipal 
work. He is fulfilling the responsibility of his job. 
What do you think, I am a Pharaoh!?” (Ma'rifat-e- 
Ilahiyyah, Majmu‘ah Ifadat Hadrat Maulana ‘Abd 
al-Ghani Sahib rahimahullah, p. 380) 


After quoting this incident, Hadrat Maulana ‘Abd 
al-Ghani Sahib Phulptri rahimahullah writes: 
“Allahu akbar! Look at his unique level of 
servitude!” 
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A few lines further, he quotes a story of Hadrat 
Maulana Thanwi rahimahullah: 


“A haji Sahib from our district went to visit 
Hadrat Thanwi rahimahullah. It was a Friday, and 
Hadrat entered while wearing his kurtah and 
pants. The haji Sahib was an elderly person and 
quite informal by nature. He said: ‘Hadrat, why 
are you not wearing an ‘aba (cloak)?’ He replied: 
‘An ‘aba is for senior people.’ The man said: 
‘Hadrat, you are also a senior person.’ Hadrat 
Thanwi rahimahullah said: ‘Where am I a senior 
person!? I have not rectified even a_ single 
mannerism of mine as yet.” (Ma'‘rifat-e-llahiyyah, 
p. 381) 


Note: When a person is cognizant of Allah’s % 
greatness, he considers himself to be filled with 
faults. Consequently, Hadrat Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali 
Thanwi rahimahullah has written an _ entire 
apology title al-'Udhr wa an-Nudhr. I am quoting 
it here. 


Hadrat Hakim al-Ummat Maulana Ashraf 
‘Ali Thanwi’s rahimahullah apology 


All praise is due to Allah 4%, peace and salutations 
to Rasulullah . My reason for writing this article 
is that I am presently between sixty and seventy 
years old. As per the Hadith, this age is the limit 
of the majority of the ummah of Muhammad %&. 
While a person has to be forever prepared for 
death, he must make even more preparations 
when he reaches such an age in his life. After 
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setting right one’s imdan, this preparation entails 
setting right one’s actions and deeds. And the 
most important of these deeds is for a person to 
set right his affairs and matters with his fellow 
humans (huqtq al-‘ibad) in all aspects. There are 
only two ways of setting this right. (1) fulfilling 
their rights, (2) seeking their pardon. 


Al-hamdulillah, I never committed a shortcoming 
wittingly in fulfilling rights. However, I have 
certainly been lacking in asking for pardon and 
forgiveness from those who have claims over me. 
This shortcoming is quite common. However, 
such commonness does not give any Shari 
concession to anyone. It is therefore wajib on me 
to fulfil this obligation with full importance to it. 


There are two ways of doing this: (1) I must 
address each person individually either verbally 
or by writing to him, (2) I must seek pardon and 
forgiveness through a general address. There are 
several reasons why the first way is not easy: (1) I 
cannot remember all of them, (2) I cannot meet 
each and every one of them, or I do not know 
there whereabouts, (3) I may not remember what 
right I owe to each person at the time when I meet 
him, (4) I am unable to undertake a journey 
because of certain impediments, (5) I do not have 
the courage to accord so much attention to this. 


This is why I chose the second and easier option, 
and am publishing this apology. In essence, I am 
addressing all those whose rights I forfeited 
wittingly or unwittingly. This address will contain 
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a few parts presented in a particular sequence. 
Since I am required by the Shari'ah to convey this 
to my addressees, I will first quote a few Ahadith 
which are related to this subject. I will then 
present my address in sequence. Inspiration is 
from Allah #% alone. 


A translation of the Ahadith 


1. Hadrat Anas # narrates that Rasulullah # 
said: “Any person who owes a due to a person 
with regard to his honour should have it forgiven 
today before the arrival of the time in which 
neither dinar nor dirham will be of any use. If the 
person has any good deeds, they will be taken 
away from him in accordance with what he owes 
to the other. If he has no good deeds, the evil 
deeds of the other will be placed on his 
shoulders.”! 


2. Hadrat Abu MHurayrah # narrates that 
Rastlullah # said: “There was a person who used 
to give things to people on credit. He used to say 
to his employee: ‘When you go to any person in 
financial difficulty, you must pardon him [the 
debt which he owes to me]. Hopefully, if we do 
this, Allah # will pardon us for the rights which 
we owe to Him.’ When this person passed away 
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and presented himself before Allah *%, He 
pardoned him.”! 


3. Hadrat Jaudan #: narrates that Rastlullah # 
said: “If a person seeks pardon from his Muslim 
brother and the latter does not pardon him, he 
[the latter person] will be committing a crime like 
a tax collector who collects unlawful tax.” 
(Narrated by Abu Da’td in his Marasil, and by Ibn 
Majah through two good chains of transmission). 
Another narration states that Rasulullah # said: 
“If a person apologizes to his Muslim brother and 
the latter does not accept his apology, he will not 
be permitted to come near my Haud-e-Kauthar.” 
(Targhib wa Tarhib) 


4. Hadrat Anas # narrates that Rastlullah & 
said: “From among the ways of atoning for ghibah 
(backbiting) is for you to seek forgiveness in 
favour of the person against whom you committed 
this evil. You must say: ‘O Allah! Forgive me and 
him.” (Narrated by Bayhaqi in Da‘wat Kabir. He 
says that there is some weakness in its chain of 
transmission (sanad)). But this is not harmful in 
such instances. (Mishkat) 


5. Hadrat Abu Ayyub Ansari # narrates that 
Rastlullah # said: “It is not lawful for a person to 
sever ties for more than three days from his 
brother in such a manner that they meet each 
other while each one turns his face away from the 
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other. The better of the two is the one who offers 
salam first.” (Narrated by Bukhari and Muslim)! 


A sequenced presentation of the address 


Based on the first Hadith, this insignificant, most 
needy, and sinful servant by the name of Ashraf, 
addresses all those who have a claim over him 
whether it is a monetary claim - (the possibility of 
a monetary claim is very weak except in the case 
where I receive stamps which are to be used in 
replying to peoples’ letters but the writer does not 
provide his full address. I wait for some time, and 
then use the stamps as lugtah (lost, unclaimed 
items). But I make this intention: If the owner of 
the stamps does not consider my using them in 
this way to be permissible, he must take the 
stamps from me and I will hand them over to 
him. If there is any other claim which I do not 
remember, the person must present himself to 
have it fulfilled. In all cases, the prerequisite is 
that I must be convinced of the person’s honesty) 
— or a non-monetary claim, e.g. I may have 
wrongfully said something to someone — whether 
directly or in his absence, whether initiated by 
myself or I may have exceeded the bounds in 
retaliation, or I may have caused wrongful 
physical harm to someone. There is a strong 
possibility of such non-monetary claims. 
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I submit myself in absolute humility and I plead 
to all of them to take the compensation of such 
rights from me — provided I am convinced of the 
claimant’s honesty — or to pardon me for Allah’s % 
sake. I will be grateful to them in both instances 
for having saved me from accountability in the 
Hereafter. In the case where they pardon me, I 
will continue making du‘ad’ for them because they 
have shown additional kindness to me. 


Based on the second Hadith, I pardon everyone 
without any exception with regard to the non- 
monetary dues which they owe me (I made a 
similar announcement before this during the 
insurgency). As for monetary dues which are 
owed to me, I permit the one who does not have 
the means [to pay me back] to speak to me 
personally. Insha Allah, I will work out a solution, 
either by absolving him totally, writing off a 
certain amount of the debt, giving him respite, or 
something else. 


Based on the third Hadith, those who do not 
accept my pleas and appeals, I say to them for 
their own good: It is extremely dangerous to take 
upon one’s self the warning which is issued for 
not accepting another’s apology. To take upon 
one’s self the sin of an unjust tax collector and 
deprive one’s self of Rastlullah’s company at 
the Haud-e-Kauthar are most certainly not 
ordinary warnings. May Allah # protect all of us 
from having such warnings applied to us. In 
addition to this, you have many dues which you 
owe to the creation and the Creator. If these are 
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not pardoned, what will your position be? If you 
pardon the dues which are owed to you, there is 
hope of having the dues which you owe pardoned. 
This was mentioned in the second Hadith. 


Based on the fourth Hadith, there may be some 
people who did not pardon me for the dues which 
I owe them. Although they have been warned 
against this under the third Hadith, I will join 
them in continually making istighfar for them 
because there is no other way out. May Allah *% 
accept this from me, make this deed an 
atonement for me, and may He accept my 
istighfar for those who have claims over me. 


Based on the fifth Hadith, I am investigating the 
issue for my self, and also on behalf of those 
whom I wronged, and those who wronged me. If I 
pardon a person for his mistake and accept his 
apology, it is not necessary that I maintain 
special friendship with him. In some cases, one is 
unable to do this, and in other cases, we have 
experienced that there is no expediency in it. But 
one thing is essential, if we meet coincidentally, 
we must offer salam to each other. If one were to 
engage in any essential conversation, the other 
should give an appropriate reply even if it is brief. 
If the conversation becomes more than necessary, 
and it could cause an informality, one should 
apologize in a soft manner. 


In the commentary to the above Hadith, the 
Lama‘at quotes the statement of Suyuti 
rahimahullah in his commentary to al-Muwatta: 
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“If a person feels his conversing with a certain 
person and maintaining contact with him would 
harm his Dini and worldly life, it is permissible for 
him to remain aloof from and distance himself 
from him. Many a separation in a good manner is 
better than an intermingling which is harmful.” 


If a person severs relations because of Dini 
reasons, he is excluded from the above-quoted 
Hadith. This is clearly stated in the above- 
mentioned commentary: 


Ole gd Cdl cpl Ager Cpe IT Le Lily Se GS) Old! dem ot hl aed pe 
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“As for severing of relations which is based on 
Shar'l grounds, e.g. severing ties with the ahl-e- 
bid‘ah (those involved in innovations) and those 
who follow their whims and fancies, then it is 
wajib (obligatory) to sever ties with them until 
their repentance is obvious.” 


In short, those who have claims over me may 
forgive me for my past and future dues for as long 
as I am alive. Alternatively, they could collect an 
equitable compensation from me according to the 
Shartah and Shar‘ principles, and forgive me 
after I pass away. I now present this theme 
concisely in a poem: 
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“Even if I beat someone or addressed him in an 
insulting manner, he must come today and exact 
revenge from me. He must not leave this for the 
day of Resurrection, because I do not want to be 
disgraced on the day of Resurrection, and I do not 
want to experience a situation where I have to 
express remorse before Allah 4%.” 
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“This is actually a translation of Rastlullah’s 
general address which he delivered prior to his 
demise. It reads thus: Rastlullah # said: The 
time has drawn near when I will depart from your 
midst. I am merely a human. If I dishonoured any 
person, I present myself before him and he must 
take revenge from me. If I physically harmed any 
person, my body is present before him; he may 
take physical retribution from me. If I usurped 
any person’s wealth, my wealth is here; he may 
come and take what I owe him. The best of you in 
my sight is the one who has any claim against me 
and he comes and takes it back, or he may 
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absolve me, because I want to meet Allah 4 while 
I have absolved myself from all claims against me. 
No person should say: ‘I fear enmity and grudge 
from Rastlullah *’, because this is neither my 
nature nor my character. Any person who is over- 
awed [in making his claim] must ask me for help 
and I will make du‘a’ for him.” 


I conclude by requesting the reader to make du‘a’ 
Allah 4s absolves me of all dues and wrongs either 
by enabling me to fulfil them or absolving me of 
them; and to protect me against all types of 
accountability in the Hereafter. May Allah %& 
shower His mercy on the person who says amin to 
this. 


Ashraf ‘Ali 
20% Ramadan 1344 A.H. 
Thanabhawan, district Muzaffarnagar 


Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah 
apologizes publicly in his last assembly of 
Mumbai 


You are [probably] aware that Hadrat Muslihul 
Ummat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib 
rahimahullah spent a major portion of his latter 
life in Mumbai. While in Mumbai, he made the 
intention to go by ship to perform hajj in Sha‘ban 
al-Mu‘azzam 1387 A.H. People came in droves to 
meet him, and he continued conducting his 
assemblies (majdlis). Eventually the day came 
which is described by Hadrat Maulana ‘Abd ar- 
Rahman Jami rahimahullah as follows: 
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“Today was the last day of the majlis because 
Hadrat was to depart tomorrow. There was a large 
crowd, many outside guests had arrived, and a 
large number of Mumbai residents were also 
present. Hadrat did not come out of his room 
today as well. He sent this message to the people 
through me: 


He said: “I will probably not have an opportunity 
of addressing you tomorrow. So I am saying to 
you today: I stayed for many days among you 
people, and you visited me continually. When a 
person stays over at a particular place, certain 
rights and responsibilities become applicable. In 
the course of my stay here, I probably said 
something to you which hurt your feelings, or I 
may have done something which offended you. I 
apologize to you for it and ask you to pardon me. 
I certainly said certain harsh things, but this was 
solely with the purpose of rectification, out of 
affection for you, and desiring your well-being. 
Nonetheless, if I hurt anyone in any way, please 
pardon me.” 


Note: Glory to Allah! This shows how much of fear 
Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah had for the 
Hereafter. This is an excellent example for us. 
May Allah 4 inspire us all to practise on it. Amin. 


A murid of Hadrat Muslihul Ummat 
rahimahullah acknowledges his mistake 


The following story of Hadrat Muslihul Ummat 
rahimahullah is worth considering: A_ sincere 


284 


murid committed a sin on account of which he 
stopped coming to Hadrat. Hadrat said to me on 
one occasion: “Go and ask Haji Sahib the reason 
for not attending.” [When I asked him], he said: “I 
am a sinner and I do not have the courage to 
come before Hadrat. I am ashamed.” I conveyed 
his reply to Hadrat who responded immediately: 
“Bhai! Go tell him there is no harm in that. If the 
murid is a sinner, the pir (shaykh) is also a 
sinner. Why, then, should there be any 
reservation in coming?” The person began coming 
to Hadrat once again. 


Note: Glory to Allah! Look at the humble words 
which he uttered! This is certainly the good 
fortune of the Ahlullah and reformers of this 
ummah. 


Another incident of Hadrat Muslihul 
Ummat rahimahullah 


Some toilets were being constructed next to 
Hadrat’s khanqah in Fatahpur Talnarja, district 
Mau. In the process of the construction, a person 
claimed that the land belonged to him. Hadrat 
ordered for the building to be broken down, and 
said: “We will investigate the matter and decide 
what to do.” It was learnt that the land did not 
belong to the person who claimed it was his. And 
so, the toilets were built there. 


Hadrat took the responsibility of paying the 
labourers every evening for whatever work they 
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did. If any of his associates faulted in these 
payments, he would take them to task. 


This noble example must be borne in mind by all, 
especially those who are Hadrat’s associates and 
murids. They must pay particular attention to 
rectification, fear of Allah 4%, and transparency in 
all their dealings. Unfortunately, even we — his 
associates — are not doing this. We seek refuge in 
Allah 4%. 


Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ahmad Sahib 
Partabgarhi’s rahimahullah apology 


1. It was Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ahmad 
Sahib’s rahimahullah blessed habit to seek 
forgiveness for most trivial matters on the 
probability that the person may have been 
offended. A famous ‘dlim relates his experiences 
when he went to Phulpur in the periodical, ar- 
Rashad. In the course of his article, he describes 
this small village as waddi-e-mahabbat (the valley 
of love). While describing this journey, he makes 
mention of an ‘alim of the place who felt offended 
by him over a particular issue and expressed his 
displeasure at him. This ‘alim did not confine his 
displeasure to him [the famous ‘alim who is 
writing the article] alone, but also expressed his 
anger against Hadrat Maulana Muhammad 
Ahmad Sahib rahimahullah. Hadrat rahimahullah 
was very much saddened by this and asked him 
for forgiveness in a most imploring tone. 
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2. A close associate of Hadrat Maulana 
Muhammad Ahmad Sahib rahimahullah made 
certain derogatory statements against Hadrat 
Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah 
which caused much displeasure to the latter. 
When Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ahmad Sahib 
rahimahullah learnt of this, he was most 
disappointed by the person and said to him: “Go 
to Maulana’s residence in Fatahpur Talnarja, 
district Mau, and ask him to pardon you. Only 
then will I accept that you really sought genuine 
pardon.” The person went and asked him for 
pardon as instructed. Hadrat Maulana Shah 
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah was very much 
pleased and said with regard to Hadrat Maulana 
Muhammad Ahmad Sahib rahimahullah: “Such 
were the qualities of the buzurgs of the past.” 


Similarly, Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ahmad 
Sahib rahimahullah said with regard to Hadrat 
Muslihul Ummat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah 
Sahib rahimahullah: “In today’s times, Hadrat 
Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib’s example is 
like that of Sayyiduna ‘Abd al-Qadir Jilani 
rahimahullah.” 
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Rastlullah # is ordered to consult the 
Sahabah & 


In the battle of Uhud,! the Muslims suffered a 
[temporary] defeat because of a misunderstanding 
on the part of the Sahabah *. Rasutlullah # was 
severely vexed by this, but Allah 4 instructed him 
to pardon the Sahabah #, seek forgiveness for 
them, and to consult them on important issues. 
This was certainly Allah’s #% way of teaching and 
tutoring Rasulullah % because just as Allah % is 
all-pardoning and all-forgiving, He instructed His 
Messenger # to do the same so that he may have 
the honour of imbibing Allah’s character 
(mutakhalliq bi akhlaqillah). 





1 My dear son, Maulwi Mahbub Ahmad Qamar az-Zaman 
Nadwi, delivers a talk of about fifteen minutes every Friday 
before the jumu‘ah khutbah in Jami‘ Musjid Qamar Dar al- 
Ma‘arif al-Islamiyyah, Kareli, lahabad. The people enjoy his 
talks and are impressed by them. He delivered an inspiring 
talk on 7 Safar 1429 A.H. on the subject of the battle of 
Uhud. He stated therein that Rastlullah # had to 
experience the sad incident of his beloved uncle’s — Hadrat 
Hamzah # - martyrdom who was killed in a mutilating way 
by the unbelievers. This caused much pain and grief to 
Rastlullah #, but Allah % desired to impart a special 
training to Rastlullah # by instructing him to pardon the 
Sahabah # for their error and lapse. I was very impressed 
by this theme as explained by my beloved son, and I am 
therefore making the relevant verses, their translation and 
their commentary a part of this book, I‘tiraf-e-Qusur. May 
Allah 4 bestow us with patience, forbearance, pardon, and 
reliance (tawakkul on such occasions. May Allah #& inspire 
by beloved son to continue delivering such inspiring talks, 
and may He accept him. Amin. 
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I now quote the verses in which Allah % instructs 
Rasulullah # to pardon and forgive. 
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“It is the mercy of Allah alone that they found you 
to be soft-hearted. Had you been harsh, hard- 
hearted, they would have dispersed from around 
you. So pardon them and seek forgiveness for 
them and take counsel from them in all matters. 
Once you have decided over the matter, place 
your trust in Allah. Allah loves those who place 
their trust in Him.” (Sdrah Al ‘Imran, 3: 159) 


With regard to the correlation of the above verse 
with the one which is before it, Hadrat Hakim al- 
Ummat Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi rahimahullah 
writes: 


Allah 4 first conveys the good news of pardon: 
ails 53de abl Sy agi ahi Ue Lay 


“Allah certainly pardoned them. Surely Allah is 
forgiving, forbearing.” 


Allah 4% then orders Rasulullah # to do certain 
things through which the above objective [of 
pardoning] may be realized. 
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The commentary to these verses is quoted from 
Bayan al-Qur’an: 


Rasulullah % is ordered to pardon the 
Sahabah 4 


Those Companions [who were appointed to guard 
the mountain pass] committed a mistake which 
gave Rasulullah # the right to reprimand them. 
By virtue of Allah’s mercy [which is showered on 
you], you remained soft and lenient towards 
them. [Rastlullah’s % soft nature is referred to as 
the cause of mercy because good character is an 
act of worship, and the inspiration to worship is 
through Allah’s mercy]. And if you [Allah forbid] 
had been harsh, hard-hearted, these [poor people] 
would have dispersed from around you. [How, 
then, would they have obtained these bestowals 
and blessings?]. So [now that you acted so 
leniently towards them for their own benefit], you 
must pardon [with your heart as well, the 
shortcoming which they displayed in carrying out 
your order]. As for [whatever shortcoming they 
displayed in carrying out Allah’s orders], you 
must seek forgiveness [from Allah 4] for them. 
[Although Allah % has pardoned them, your 
seeking forgiveness for them will be an indication 
of additional kindness and affection for them, and 
this will console them even more]. [You must 
continue] taking counsel from them on special 
issues [so that they are pleased even further]. 
Then [after you take their counsel], when you 
make a firm resolution [towards a particular 
decision, whether it is in line with their counsel 
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or not], you must place your trust in Allah #& [and 
follow the course of action which you decided on]. 
Surely Allah 4% loves those who place their trust 
[in Allah 4%].” (Bayan al-Qur’an) 


Hadrat Maulana Idris Sahib Kandhlawi 
rahimahullah explains these verses as follows in 
his commentary, Ma‘ariful Qur’an: 
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“It is the mercy of Allah alone that they found you 
to be soft-hearted. Had you been harsh, hard- 
hearted, they would have dispersed from around 
you. So pardon them and seek forgiveness for 
them and take counsel from them in all matters. 
Once you have decided over the matter, place 
your trust in Allah. Allah loves those who place 
their trust in Him. If Allah helps you, no one will 
be able to overcome you. And if He does not help 
you, who is there that can help you after Him? 
And it is in Allah alone that the Muslims should 
place their trust.” (SUrah Al ‘Imran, 3: 159-160) 


Rastlullah # was quite displeased by the error of 
some Sahabah *& in the battle of Uhud. And so, 
there was a possibility he might reprimand them 
and desist from taking their counsel in future. 
Allah # interceded on behalf of the Sahabah &, 
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instructing Rastlullah #% to pardon their 
mistakes, to continue seeking their advice, and to 
treat them with kindness’ and_ affection. 
Consequently, on his return from Uhud, 
Rastlullah # treated them with genuine 
compassion and did not reprimand them for their 
error. These verses were revealed in connection 
with this incident. 


Despite this mistake and acting against 
Rastlullah’s # orders, Rastlullah # became soft 
towards them by virtue of Allah’s mercy, and did 
not reprimand them. If — Allah forbid — Rastlullah 
% was harsh and hard-hearted, these people 
would have dispersed from him and remained 
aloof from him. This is because no matter how 
many merits and excellences a harsh and hard- 
hearted person may possess, people will not be 
attracted to him. In such a situation, they will be 
deprived of Rastlullah’s % guidance and words of 
advice, they will not accept his da‘wah, and 
Rasulullah’s # reward itself will be decreased 
because he will now have a fewer number of 
followers. 


You [Rastlullah 4] should therefore pardon them 
for not carrying out your orders, and do not take 
them to task. As for their shortcoming in not 
carrying out Allah’s orders, you must make du‘d@’ 
for their forgiveness so that Allah # pardons them 
their mistakes. Furthermore, you must continue 
seeking their counsel in matters where Allah *% 
did not send down any explicit directives. These 
broken-hearted people will be consoled through 
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this affection and attention which you show to 
them, and they will feel that you are pleased with 
them. 


Mere pardon does not convince and satisfy a 
person until he is treated with affection and 
kindness. Once you [Rastlullah #] decide on a 
matter after consulting them and come to a firm 
decision, you must place your trust in Allah *% 
and not on the consultation. Do not rely on your 
plan and course of action. Instead, focus your 
sight on Allah’s help and assistance. Surely Allah 
4 loves those who place their trust in Him. 


Although the Sahabah * are considered to be 
intelligent people and are undoubtedly worthy of 
counsel, reliance and trust must be placed in 
Allah 4%, and not on those who are intelligent. If 
Allah # helps you, there is none to overpower 
you. If Allah 4 were to abandon you, who is there 
who can come to your assistance? Believers must 
place their trust in Allah #%, and not on the advice 
and plans of the intelligent. After all, intelligence 
and the intelligent are all under His control. This 
is the essential teaching of Islam: Do not abandon 
the means, resort to them; but do not consider 
any of the means to be the real cause. Believe in 
the all-powerful [Allah 4] as the real cause, place 
your trust in Him, and believe the means to be no 
more than means. (Hadrat Maulana Muhammad 
Idris Kandhlawi, Ma‘ariful Qur’an, vol. 1, p. 567) 


Note: We ought to be kind and compassionate to 
people in general. However, the ‘ulamda’ and 
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masha’ikh have to be very particular in adhering 
to this instruction so that they do not become 
causes of keeping those who are seeking guidance 
further away. Admonition and strictness are 
permissible in certain necessary situations for the 
sake of rectification, but these must be adopted 
with insight. Apart from that, kindness and 
leniency must be the norm because there is 
abundant and general benefit in it. 


It is essential for any person engaged in 
reformation and Dini activities to adopt the 
teachings of Allah & and Sunnah of Rastlullah # 
with sincerity and devotion. 


In these verses, Allah * explicitly ordered 
Rasulullah # to be pardoning and forgiving. This 
is why he displayed an open and_ explicit 
pardoning and forgiving approach on the occasion 
of the Conquest of Makkah. Such an approach 
was never witnessed before. One ought to study 
this incident. 


Rasulullah % proclaims a general pardon on 
the Conquest of Makkah 


Hadrat Maulana Sayyid Abul Hasan ‘Ali Miya 
Nadwi rahimahullah writes in Nabi-e-Rahmat in 
this regard: 


On the occasion of the Conquest of Makkah, 
Rasulullah’s % cousin, Abu Sufyan (Ibn al-Harith 
ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib), met him but Rastlullah # 
turned his face away from him because he had 
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really tormented Rastlullah # and made 
disparaging remarks about him. Abu Sufyan went 
to Hadrat ‘Ali + and complained about Rastlullah 
# averting him. Hadrat ‘Ali # said: “Go before 
Rastlullah # and say these words which Hadrat 
Yusuf’s | brothers had said to Hadrat Yusuf #8): 


bid US Og Uile ahi SST AS AG WG 


“They said: ‘By Allah! Allah has indeed chosen 
you above us, and we were certainly in error.” 
(Surah Yusuf, 12: 91) 


This is because Rastlullah # does not like anyone 
to surpass him in soft and compassionate words. 
Abu Sufyan followed Hadrat ‘Ali’s advice, and 
read the above verse before Rasulullah %&. 
Rastlullah # said: 


oat asi cS) 25S a 4s agi Kile BY 


“There is no reproach on you this day. May Allah 
forgive you. And He is the most merciful of those 
who show mercy.” (Surah Yusuf, 12: 92) 


After this, Abu Sufyan was included among the 
excellent and resolute Muslims. However, after 
embracing Islam, he was too ashamed to look at 
Rasulullah # full in the eye. (Nabi-e-Rahmat, p. 
448) 
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The same incident is related by Hadrat Maulana 
Shibli Nu‘mani rahimahullah in his famous book, 
Siratun Nabi: 


The greatest favour which Islam rendered on the 
Conquest of Makkah was the establishment of 
equality. In other words, Arabs, non-Arabs, the 
noble, the ignoble, the kings and the slaves are all 
equal. Each person can progress and reach the 
highest levels. Rastlullah # read the Qur’anic 
verses in this regard and said: “You are all from 
Adam, and Adam was created from soil.” 


When Rastlullah # looked at the assembly after 
his sermon, he saw the Quraysh tyrants before 
him. There were those who used to utter 
obscenities against him, those who used to make 
disparaging remarks to him, those who used to 
scatter thorns in his path, those who caused his 
feet to get filled with blood when he used to 
deliver his talks, those whose disparaging 
remarks could be extinguished by the blood of 
prophet-hood and nothing else, those whose 
attacks would strike against the walls of 
Madinah, and those who used to place Muslims 
in the hot burning sand and brand their chests 
with burning steels. 


The Mercy to the worlds # looked at all of them 
and asked them in a terrifying tone: “Do you 
know what I am going to do to you?” 
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Although these people were tyrants, wretched, 
and merciless; they were fully aware of 
Rasulullah’s #& temperament. They said: 


Sols oF el 


“You are a noble brother, and the son of a 
nobleman.” 


Rasulullah # said: 
lille)! waily Iyis! cage) Kale Cus Y 


“There is no reproach on you this day. Go, you 
are free.” 


The unbelievers of Makkah had taken possession 
of the houses of all the Muhajirun (Emigrants). It 
was the time to give back their dues, but 
Rasulullah # instructed the Muhajirtn to give up 
their possessions. (Siratun Nabi, vol. 1, p. 370) 


Hadrat Yusuf 4 pardons his brothers 


Hadrat Yusuf #&| said: 
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“I am Yusuf, and this is my brother. Allah has 
been kind to us. Surely whoever is fearful and 
patient, Allah does not destroy the reward of the 
righteous.” (Surah Yusuf, 12: 90) 
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What else could Hadrat Yusuf’s | brothers do 
apart from express remorse, shame, and 
acknowledge their error and crime? All the scenes 
of their plotting for Hadrat Yusuf’s #8 destruction 
came before them, and when the fact dawned 
upon them that the person whom they had cast 
into the well of Kan‘an was today not just the 
‘Aziz of Egypt, but its highest leader, they all 
submitted before their half-brother and said: 


Geb UF yg ele tn A AS Ae gle 


They said: “By Allah! Allah has indeed chosen you 
above us, and we were certainly in error.” (SUrah 
Yusuf, 12: 91) 


When Hadrat Yusuf # saw their poverty-stricken 
condition and remorse, his noble character and 
prophetic mercy and compassion could bear it 
not longer, and he made the following statement 
which is filled with pardon, forbearance and 
kindness: 


“There is no reproach on you this day. May Allah 
forgive you. And He is the most merciful of those 
who show mercy.” (Surah Yusuf, 12: 92) 


Whatever was to happen has happened, we ought 
to forget this entire episode. I am beseeching 
Allah 4 to pardon you for this error because He 
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alone is the most merciful and compassionate of 
all. (Qisas al-Qur’an, vol. 1, p. 330) 


Incidents of Rasulullah’s % pardon 


1. Hibar ibn al-Aswad was to a certain extent 
responsible for the murder of Rasulullah’s # 
daughter, Hadrat Zaynab radiyallahu ‘anha, and 
had committed various other crimes. On the 
occasion of the Conquest of Makkah, he ought to 
have been killed in retaliation, and he wanted to 
flee to Iran. But he thought about his situation, 
proceeded directly to Rastlullah # and said: “O 
Rastlullah! I wanted to flee to Iran, but then I 
thought of your mercy, kindness, pardon, and 
forbearance; and presented myself to you. All the 
information you received about my crimes is 
correct.” No sooner Rastlullah # heard this, his 
doors of mercy opened and there remained no 
distinction between enemy and friend. 


2. After the battle of Badr, ‘Umayr ibn Wahb is 
influenced by a conspiracy of a Qurayshi leader. 
He dips his sword in poison and proceeds to 
Madinah. He lies in wait to find the ideal 
opportunity to put an end to Rastlullah’s # life. 
But he is suddenly apprehended and brought 
before Rasulullah #. His crime is proven but he is 
released. 


3. Rastlullah # goes to Khaybar, the fortified 
centre of the Jews. Battles ensue and the town is 
conquered. A Jewess invites him to a meal and 
Rasulullah # accepts it without hesitation. The 
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Jewess offers him meat which is poisoned. 
Rasulullah # places a piece of the meat in his 
mouth and he is informed [by Jibrail 82] about it. 
The Jewess is summoned, and she admits her 
plot. But the Mercy to the Worlds # does not 
punish her although he perceived the effects of 
the poison for the rest of his life. 


4. On his return from the expedition to Najd, 
Rasulullah “ was resting beneath a tree in the 
afternoon with his sword suspended on a branch 
of the tree. The Sahabah * were scattered, lying 
down in the shade of trees. There was no one 
near Rasulullah #. A Bedouin was lying in wait 
for him and he _ suddenly dashes towards 
Rastlullah #. He removes Rasulullah’s # sword 
from the branch, unsheathes it, and Rastlullah’s 
# eyes open. He points the sword at Rasulullah # 
and threatens: “Muhammad! Who can save you 
from me?” Rasulullah # replies with absolute 
calm: “Allah.” On hearing this unexpected reply, 
the Bedouin feels threatened, returns the sword 
into its sheath, the Sahabah *# rush towards 
them, the Bedouin sits down, and Rasulullah # 
does not do anything to the Bedouin. 


5. An unbeliever who was lying in wait to kill 
Rasulullah is captured and brought before him. 
He starts trembling when he sees Rasutlullah #. 
Rasulullah consoles him and says: “Even if you 
wanted to kill me, you would not have been able 
to do it.” 
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On the occasion of the Conquest of Makkah, the 
same group of people which had tried to kill 
Rastlullah # from Mt. Tan‘iim was captured. 
When Rasulullah # was informed of their capture, 
he said: “Release them.” (Mufti Maulana 
Muhammad Sahib Palanpuri, Akmal wa Ashraf 
Muhammad ‘Arabi #) 

Hadrat ‘Ali ibn Husayn ibn ‘Ali’s pardon 
Hadrat ‘Ali ibn Husayn ibn ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib [the 
grandson of Hadrat ‘Ali |] had a slave woman 
who was pouring water for him while he was 
performing wudu’ (ablution). The jug of water 
slipped from her hand and fell on his face. His 
face was injured by the jug. He lifted his head 


and looked at the slave woman. She immediately 
read the verse: 


bE) Goby 
“Those who suppress their anger.” 


He said to her: “I have suppressed my anger.” She 
read the verse: 


AD 3 Gita 
“Those who pardon people.” 


He said: “I have pardoned you, may Allah *% 
pardon you as well.” She read the verse: 
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Gendt C4 Bil 
“Allah loves those who do good.” 


He said to her: “You may go, you are free from 
today.” (Hidayatul Mustarshidin) 


Hadrat Maymun ibn Mihran’s & pardon 
Hadrat Maymtn ibn Mihran # had a few guests. 
His slave girl was bringing some hot gravy in a 
utensil. She slipped and the gravy fell on Hadrat 
Maymun’s # head. He wanted to punish her so 
she said: “O my master! Practise on Allah’s 
command: 

Lh Gabi, 
“Those who suppress their anger.” 
He said to her: “I am practising on it and have 


suppressed my anger.” She said: “Practise on the 
next order as well: 


AD 3 Gita 
“Those who pardon people.” 


He said: “I have pardoned you.” She read the next 
part of the verse: 


20 oat & 4 
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“Allah loves those who do good.” 


He said: “I am doing good to you for Allah’s 
pleasure. You are now free. You may take these 
1000 dirhams as well.” 


Here was a person who had the power to punish, 
yet he pardoned her. This is the highest example 
of forbearance, pardon and kindness. 


A mother is advised not to add water to 
milk 


During his caliphate, Hadrat ‘Umar - issued an 
order prohibiting anyone from adding water to 
milk. He went out on patrol one night on the 
outskirts of Madinah. He heard a woman saying 
to her daughter: “Why have you not added water 
to the milk as yet? Dawn is approaching.” Her 
daughter said: “How can I add water to the milk 
when the Amir al-Mu’minin has prohibited us 
from doing this?” The old woman said: “Others 
are doing it, why should we not do it? What does 
the Amir al-Mu’minin know?” The daughter said: 
“If ‘Umar does not know, the Lord of ‘Umar 
knows. If he has prohibited us from doing this, I 
cannot do it.” 


Hadrat ‘Umar #» was most impressed by the girl’s 
speech. The next morning he called for his son, 
‘Asim, related the incident to him, and said: “Go 
and find out who she is?” Upon inquiry, he learnt 
that she is from the Bani Hilal tribe. He returned 
to Hadrat ‘Umar 2s and informed him. So he said 
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to ‘Asim: “O son! Go and marry her. She is worthy 
of giving birth to a leader who will rule over all the 
Arabs.” ‘Asim married her, and she gave birth to 
Umm ‘Asim bint ‘Asim ibn ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab. 
Umm ‘Asim got married to ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn 
Marwan ibn al-Hakam. From this marriage, they 
gave birth to Hadrat ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz — may 
Allah be pleased with all of them. (Sirat ‘Umar ibn 
‘Abd al-‘Aziz, p. 13) 


Note: Look at Hadrat ‘Umar Faruq’s # insightful 
iman. From just one conversation of the girl, he 
was able to gauge that she will turn out to be a 
very pious woman. This is why he instructed his 
son, Hadrat ‘Asim, to marry her. We also learn of 
Hadrat ‘Umar’s appreciation and value of Din 
and religiousness. He did not look for anything 
apart from religiousness for marriage. This was in 
absolute conformity with Rasulullah’s # teaching. 
May Allah #% reward them all with the best of 
rewards. 


Hadrat Jibra’il | advises Rasulullah % to 
choose humility and servitude 

yl tb gh Ate Ly telery ale atl Le al Spey SB ret atte oe 
Vi Eb) ol Jas (duel Salud Spe Ole EUs Gsl> ce JLo oo 
chine A) bd Ie Le Cte Oly Ie Ls ed OL ping LSI Eble 
he ab Igy calls Gole pl Bly G thew ae of UI otal LI de 
Ls el ale Of ke ner ole J peels fone I leg ade al 
J Uae ISL Y GUS te pling agle al he abl Up) OG CIE cle 
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Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha@ narrates: 
Rasulullah # said to me: O ‘A’ishah! If I wish [to 
have the treasures of this world], mountains of 
gold would move with me. An angel whose hips 
were as wide as the Ka‘bah came to me one day 
and said: ‘Your Lord conveys salam to you and 
says: If you wish, you can be a Prophet who is a 
servant, or you could be a Prophet who is a king.’ 
[That is, you have a choice of becoming a Prophet 
who lives a life of poverty, difficulty, and 
hardship, or a Prophet who lives a life of 
opulence, luxury, comfort, and royal splendour]. I 
looked at Jibra’l [in an effort to get his advice] 
and he said: ‘Lower yourself [in servitude].’ A 
narration of Ibn ‘Abbas # states: Rastlullah # 
turned towards Jibra’l *%| to get his advice, and 
he pointed with his hand [to the ground] 
indicating to him to lower himself in humility. ‘So 
I said: I will be a Prophet who is a servant.’ 
‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha says: ‘Ever since that 
day, Rasulullah # would never eat while leaning 
against anything. He would say: ‘I eat as a slave 
and sit like a slave.” (Narrated by Baghawi in 
Sharh as-Sunnah) 


Commentary: The meaning of Hadrat Jibra’l’s *«4 
advice for Rastlullah to lower himself is that he 
must choose a life of poverty, difficulty, and 
hardship. Although it may be materially low, it is 
of high value in Allah’s *% sight. On the other 
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hand, kingship and a life of affluence are causes 
of rebellion, rejection of Allah *%, pride and 
ingratitude. When man opts for such a life, he 
becomes distant from Allah # and His pleasure. 
Hadrat Jibra’ll 8% gave Rasulullah # this advice 
on the basis of what happens in the majority of 
cases. This is why the majority of Prophets *& 
and righteous people opted for a life of poverty 
and hardship. They always gave preference to a 
life of hardship and difficulty over a life of wealth, 
riches, opulence and comfort. O Allah! Include us 
among them and resurrect us with them. Amin. 
(Mazahir-e-Haqq Jadid, vol. 6, p. 668) 


The author of Mirgqat, Mulla ‘Alt Qari 
rahimahullah, writes the following in his 
explanation to the above Hadith: 


595 By del SM By del SW oA Ropell ple BOS Ol poly 
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wh Sage Sally beeen cell ch (ol "opted VW wYly 


Oe ne 85) 


(Hadrat Jibrail 8 advised Rasulullah % saying): 
choose to remain in a position of servitude 
because it is the highest in the Hereafter, the 
highest of levels, and the sweetest according to 
the seekers. Surely kingdom belongs to Allah *% 
alone, the all-powerful. Allah * says: TI created 
jinn and man solely for My worship.’ In other 
words, so that their servitude may be displayed to 
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Me, and My divinity and Lordship may be 
manifest to them.” 


In short, together with being a_ Prophet, 
Rasulullah # opted to be a servant and slave [of 
Allah 4]. Rasulullah # used to constantly 
demonstrate and acknowledge this: 


fy Je ASE ol Bag eget) teal tly Sue tly Ste fy salt 


Ailes 


“O Allah! I am Your servant, the son of Your 
servant, and the son of Your female servant. I am 
completely under Your control. Your order 
concerning me is executed. Your judgement 
concerning me is absolutely just.” 


Note: Glory to Allah! What an expression of 
servitude and self-effacement. This could have 
been said by none other than a perfect servant 
and slave like Rastlullah #. Moreover, Rasulullah 
# used to constantly make du‘d’ for poverty, to 
live with the poor, and be resurrected with them: 


BS inl 5545 YASS ins gals Sine eel Feat 


“O Allah! Let me live a poor person, let me die a 
poor person, and raise me among the group of 
poor people.” 


Hadrat al-‘Allamah ‘Abd al-Wahhab rahimahullah 
states: “By way of exposition, I can gauge the 
loftiness of Rasulullah’s # prophet-hood, but I 
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cannot estimate the level of his servitude and 
humility [it is beyond estimation].” 


Glory to Allah! What a true statement he made. It 
ought to be cast in gold. 


Rastlullah’s #% extreme self-effacement 

Rasulullah # would make this du‘d@’ very often: 

oly GU CHGS 8 A Ge REET ay Caps Ceolig Wald Oy pal 
SEEN Tm Us Godly Uy CHI 3S 


“O Allah! Our hearts, our entire being, and our 
limbs are in Your hands. You have not given us 
total control over any of these things. Since You 
have done this to us, You alone should remain 
our helper, and guide us to the straight path.” 


Note: In explaining the above, Hadrat Muslihul 
Ummat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib 
rahimahullah used to say: “Is there any Sufi who 
displayed such self-effacement where he does not 
even consider his own hands and legs to be his 
property!? Instead, he considers them to be in 
Allah’s & ownership. 


How can it be possible for Rasulullah # not to 
have self-effacement and the latter people to have 
it? Rasulullah # was also the leader of people in 
the rank of self-effacement. Had this quality not 
been found in Rastlullah #, it would have been a 
bid‘ah and an innovation for the latter people. 
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Hadrat writes in Ma'rifat-e-Ilahiyyah under the 
heading, Rastlullah’s # servitude: Rastlullah # 
used to spend the nights reading the Qur’an in 
salah for lengthy periods to the extent that his 
feet would get swollen. Despite this, he would say: 


Ebele g> Sinus b 


“O Allah! I could not worship You as demanded 
by Your greatness.” (Ma'rifat-e-Ilahiyyah, p. 369) 


Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Yusuf Ludhyanwi 
Shahid rahimahullah writes in his book, Maqalat 
wa Shadharat: 


The Qur’an describes Rasulullah’s 
servitude 


’ 


While relating the incident of Rastlullah’s # isra 
(night journey to Bayt al-Maqdis), the Qur’an 
describes him as Allah’s special servant. 


This makes reference to the fact that the basis for 
Rasulullah’s # lofty level and rank is his perfect 
servitude. This is how Allah *% treats His 
servants: the more servitude and humility a 
servant displays, the higher the level Allah % 
bestows him with. The more a person displays his 
greatness and vexes his pride, the more Allah *% 
humiliates and derides him. A Hadith states: 
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Ail andy ald RSIS cys 


“Allah # elevates the one who humbles himself 
for Allah’s sake.” (Kanz al-‘Ummal, vol. 4, p. 112) 


This shows that humility is the greatest of all 
human excellences and merits, and pride is the 
worst of all human defects. (Maqalat wa 
Shadharat, p. 15) 


Hadrat Abu Bakr’s 2% fear 


Hadrat Abu Bakr # used to say: “If only I was a 
tree which is chopped and eaten.” He used to 
hold his tongue and say: “This conveyed me 
towards instances of destruction.” (Aqwal-e-Salaf, 
vol. 1, p. 52) 


Hadrat ‘Umar’s & self-effacement 


He used to say: “If only I was a sheep which 
people could rear as they wished, slaughtered 
and eaten me, and then got rid off me as excreta. 
I wish I was not created a human.” 


When he used to pass by rubbish heaps, he 
would stop and say: “This is your world after 
which you are hankering.” (Aqwal-e-Salaf, vol. 1, 
p. 55) 
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Hadrat ‘A’ishah’s radiyallahu ‘anha self- 
effacement 
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Ibn Abi Mulaykah narrates: Shortly before Hadrat 
‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha could pass away — and 
she was in the throes of death - Ibn ‘Abbas 
sought permission to visit her. She said: “I fear he 
might start praising me.” Someone said: “He is 
Rasulullah’s # cousin and a senior person [you 
ought to permit him].” She said: “Allow him to 
come in.” Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas # asked her: “How 
are you?” She replied: “I am okay provided I am 
fearful [of Allah 4]. [In other words, if I am good 
in Allah’s sight, then everything is okay]. Ibn 
‘Abbas # said: “Insha Allah, you will be okay 
[your death will be a good death] after all you are 
the wife of Rasulullah #, he did not marry any 
virgin apart from you, and your innocence was 
sent down from the heavens [in the Qur’an].” 
After he departed, Ibn az-Zubayr went to visit 
her. She said: “Ibn ‘Abbas came to visit me just 
now and he spoke in praise of me. I wish I was 
completely forgotten.” (Bukhari) 
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Hadrat Hisham narrates from his father who said: 
‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha made a bequest to 
‘Abdullah ibn az-Zubayr # saying: “Do not bury 
me with them [i.e. Rastlullah #, Abu Bakr « and 
‘Umar #]. Bury me in Baqi‘ with my co-wives. I do 
not want to be praised together with Rasulullah 
a.” 


We learn from this that Hadrat ‘A’ishah’s 
radiyallahu ‘anha statement was made out of 
absolute humility and self-effacement, as stated 
in Fath al-Bart: 


ce Lees Ning EMIS OST Y oF fat SI nt GUI, feady ay GUL I 
tll any eaeleall tee 


“Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha says: I do not 
want myself to be praised because of him, and to 
acquire any special merit because of him, when I 
am not worthy of it. She said this out of humility 
and self-effacement.” 


Note: I consider this to be the fanda (self- 
effacement and self-obliteration) which the Sufis 
speak of. I can say with absolute certainty: Just 
as Umm al-Mu’minin Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu 
‘anha was a great scholar and jurist, she was also 
a remarkable Sufi. She remained in Rastlullah’s 
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# company and traversed the ranks of suluk, and 
fathomed the secrets and mysteries of the 
Tariqah. Many fortunate women emulated her, 
acquired the love and recognition of Allah 4, and 
were honoured with nisbat (close affinity with 
Allah 4). 


Hadrat al-‘Allamah ‘Abd ar-Rahman Jami 
rahimahullah makes specific reference to many 
erudite women in his well-known book, Nafahat 
al-Uns. This insignificant servant [Muhammad 
Qamar az-Zaman] mentioned several female 
auliya’ of Allah * in the first volume of his book, 
Aquwal-e-Salaf. Their stories are filled with 
admonition for us. 


I have one more thing to say about Umm al- 
Mu’minin Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha: Just 
as Hadrat Abu Bakr Siddiq - is the source of all 
the Sufi lineages, Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu 
‘anha also enjoys a lofty position in the Tariqah. 
All praise is due to Allah %&. 


Stories and statements of humility and 
self-effacement from the lives of our pious 
elders 


My heart desires to quote some stories and 
statements of humility and servitude from ad- 
Durr al-Mandid. This book is a translation of 
‘Allamah ‘Abd al-Wahhab Shi‘rani’s rahimahullah 
book, al-Bahr al-Maurid. It was translated under 
the instruction of Hadrat Hakim al-Ummat 
Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi rahimahullah by 
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Hadrat Muhaddith-e-Kabir Maulana Zafar Ahmad 
Sahib ‘Uthmani rahimahullah. Maulana Zafar 
Ahmad Sahib rahimahullah writes: 


“I first thought of presenting a translation of ‘Ahd 
Muhammadiyyah of ‘Allamah Sha‘rani 
rahimahullah to my friends. But when I 
mentioned this intention before Hadrat Hakim ul- 
Ummat dama majduhum, he said to me: ‘The 
book, ‘Ahd Muhammadiyyah is a very voluminous 
book, and a lot of time will be spent in translating 
it. I feel you should first translate al-Bahr al- 
Maurtd because it is a shorter book, its themes 
are new, and it will be more beneficial for the 
masses.’ I invoked Allah’s help and _ started 
translating it first.” 


This insignificant servant [Muhammad Qamar az- 
Zaman] is quoting the first part of it here. It is 
most beneficial and effective. May Allah 4 enable 
the reader to benefit from it. Amin. 


Consider yourself to be below every Muslim 


A covenant was taken from all of us (and we hope 
we are able to fulfil it through Allah’s grace) to 
consider ourselves lower than every Muslim. No 
matter what terrible condition he may have fallen 
into, we must consider ourselves to be lower than 
him. This was the attitude of all the pious 
predecessors — may Allah # be pleased with them 
— such as Wahb ibn Munabbih rahimahullah, the 
righteous caliph ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd = al-‘Aziz 
rahimahullah, Hasan Basri rahimahullah, Sufyan 
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Thauri rahimahullah, Fudayl ibn ‘Tyad 
rahimahullah and ‘Amr ibn Yajid rahimahullah. 


Wahb ibn Munabbih rahimahullah and ‘Umar ibn 
‘Abd al-‘Aziz rahimahullah used to say: “A person 
cannot be humble until he does not consider 
anyone to be lower than himself from the time he 
leaves home until he returns.” 


‘Amr ibn Yajid rahimahullah used to say: “A 
person cannot be described as possessing even 
the slightest amount of ‘abdiyyat (servitude) until 
he considers all acts of obedience to be 
ostentatious, and all conditions and situations to 
be false claims.” 


I heard Sayyidi ‘Ali Khawas rahimahullah saying: 
“If any proud and haughty person doubts that his 
self is lower than the person next to him, he must 
present his entire life’s mistakes and sins before 
his self (nafs), and compare them to the defects 
which he thinks are in the person next to him. He 
will certainly find his own sins to be more than 
that person’s known defects. This is because a 
person is more aware of his own faults than the 
faults of others. The person who has more sins 
than the one sitting next to him is certainly lower 
than him in rank. What, right then, does he have 
to consider himself better. When some people do 
not have full knowledge of the sins of another, 
they assume he also has many sins which they do 
not know about.” 
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It is not permissible for anyone to assume that 
his fellow companion has many sins, and think to 
himself that it is unlikely that Allah & 
safeguarded this person from the sins which he 
himself is committing. This entails having evil 
thoughts about another, and is unlawful. 


Assuming a person knows that another’s faults 
are more than his own, even then, he must stop 
looking at the faults of others and remain fearful 
of Allah 4 for his own sins. This is because it is 
better for every person to be fearful of Allah # due 
to his own sins than bothering about counting 
the sins of others. This is especially so because 
he does not know for which sin Allah # will take 
him to task, and which sin He will overlook. Allah 
4g may well pardon the other person and take you 
to task. 


We can go one step further and say: Assuming 
you have many merits in you, and no fault; and 
the other person has no good at all, and only 
faults; even then you cannot consider yourself 
better than him because the principle of the 
Shariah is: Deeds are considered on the basis of 
the end. How do you know your end will be on the 
same deeds [which you are doing at present], and 
that fate has not recorded something else for you? 
The other person who is presently filled with sins 
may possibly have a good end, and have a 
position higher than yours in Allah’s *% sight. 
Thus, you should never consider yourself better 
than others. Instead, think to yourself that Allah 
4s did not give taufiq (inspiration) to the other 
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person to do good deeds, and He has the power of 
taking away your good deeds and giving them to 
him. Greatness and grandeur are for Allah % 
alone. 


A person’s. salvation lies in humility and 
servitude. Humility is the fundamental worship 
(‘ibadah) because ‘ibddah refers to the peak of 
servitude. Learn this well. 


Dear friend! This fact should not be concealed 
from you that this covenant is the obstacle to all 
the other covenants in this book. The person who 
enters with it will not even get a whiff of all the 
other covenants of this book. The person who 
considers himself better or equal to others will be 
deprived of its spiritual bestowal. Spiritual 
bestowal is like water which always flows to the 
low lands; it does not climb up to the highlands. 
And it remains standing on flat ground. Thus, if 
you consider yourself equal to anyone, the 
spiritual bestowal will remain stationary; it will 
not be able to reach you. This is why a proud 
person cannot acquire any bestowal from anyone. 
On the other hand, a humble person derives 
spiritual bestowal from even those who are seated 
next to him. Spiritual bestowal flows 
automatically and on its own to him; whether 
others will it or not. And so, such a person will 
not be able to count the number of his masha’ikh. 


Someone asked Sayyidi Shaykh ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ad- 
Dabarini rahimahullah about his mashd@’ikh of 
Tariqah and their rank. He replied: “I cannot 
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count the number of my masha’ikh because I 
derive benefit from every person I sit next to.” He 
then quoted the following couplet: 
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“Any person from whom I acquire knowledge or 
etiquette, he is my shaykh and imam.” 


Dear friend! Consider yourself below every 
Muslim who is seated next to you so that you 
may be among the humble servants [of Allah 4]. 
Allah 4 will then confer you with a high rank 
above your compatriots. A Hadith states: 
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“Allah # elevates the one who humbles himself 
for Allah’s sake.” 


So if you consider yourself greater than your 
fellow brethren, you will become their subject. 
But if you consider them senior to you with all 
your heart, you will become higher than them. 
But adopting humility to acquire superiority is 
also. Superiority through humility is only 
bestowed to the person who flees from 
superiority, and sincerely considers himself 
unworthy of anything. This is how humility can 
be for Allah’s 4% sake. But if humility is adopted 
for the sake of acquiring superiority, then it will 
be for one’s own self [and not for Allah 4%]. 
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Allah # did not create us to consider ourselves 
superior to others. But if we, out of gratitude, 
express a rank or level which Allah % conferred 
us with, then there is no harm in it. 
Consequently, we hear of some claims made by 
certain ‘arifin. They were either made under 
certain conditions, or as an expression of Allah’s 
4g favours. This is stated in the following verse: 
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“As for the bounty of your Lord, make mention 
thereof.” (SUrah ad-Duha, 93: 11) 


It is never permissible for a person to mention 
Allah’s * favours out of pride and ostentation. 
Rastlullah # said: 
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“The person who has even an iota of pride in his 
heart will not enter Paradise.” That is, pride over 
his Muslim brother. 


Abt Bakr Shibli rahimahullah said: 
25401 JS ee Js 


“My abjectness rendered the Jews’ abjectness null 
and void.” 


Meaning: The abjectness of the Jews is nothing 
compared to my abjectness. I am much more 
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contemptible than them. This is because the 
abjectness of each abject person is in accordance 
with his recognition. In other words, the more he 
recognizes the greatness of others, the more 
contemptible he will consider himself to be. 
Without doubt, the recognition of Allah’s 
greatness and grandeur which Hadrat Shibli 
rahimahullah had was definitely not possessed by 
the Jews. And so, after witnessing the greatness 
and grandeur of Allah *%, MHadrat Shibli 
rahimahullah considered himself absolutely 
contemptible and insignificant. On the other 
hand, although the Jews are treated with 
contempt by people, they consider themselves to 
be of some worth. Hadrat Shibli rahimahullah 
genuinely considered himself contemptible in a 
manner which the Jews never considered 
themselves. So his abjectness was far more than 
the Jews’. This is because the Jews are only 
considered contemptible by others, while they 
themselves do not accept this. On the other hand, 
Hadrat Shibli rahimahullah was most 
contemptible in his own sight, even though people 
held him in high regard. 


Understand well! A person who is humble will 
stand out of respect for every Muslim who comes 
to him because he regards him to be better than 
himself, and does not have any airs about 
himself. Then when Allah #% confers him with 
perfection and firmness in his humility, then as 
per the order of the Shartah, he gives up 
standing up for a flagrant sinner (fasiq) so that it 
[his not according him any respect] may serve as 
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a reprimand to him, and he may also uphold the 
order of the Shari‘ah. This is because standing up 
[out of respect] is only promulgated to display the 
honour of ‘ulamd’ and the righteous. As for the 
person who is an open sinner, he is not eligible 
for such respect. Allah *% did not permit us to 
stand up for any person who does not have any 
virtue. In other words, it is not permissible to 
stand up out of respect for such a person. It will 
be permissible if expediency demands it, e.g. to 
win over his heart with the hope of rectifying his 
ways, or to repulse his evil. 


In the definition of the Tariqah, a kamil person 
(one who has reached a level of perfection) is one 
who possesses the quality of ‘adil (equity) because 
he gives full consideration to i‘tidal (balance and 
equilibrium). Such a person is given the title of 
Abul ‘Uyun (a person who has many eyes) 
because he has an eye for everything and sees 
each thing through a different eye. For example, if 
he has humility solely for Allah’s % sake, he will 
always see himself to be insignificant compared to 
every companion. 


Sayyidi Abul Hasan Shadhili rahimahullah used 
to say: “A person cannot reach a level of 
perfection in gratitude (shukr) as long as he does 
not consider the wealth and riches of kings to be 
less than his own.” Someone asked him: “How 
can such a thought be correct?” He replied: “The 
king himself is from among the bounties which 
Allah # conferred on this person because it is 
through the king that his Din, honour and wealth 
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are protected; and the salient features (sha‘a’in of 
Islam are upheld. If the king was not present, Din 
would have been suppressed. So if all the wealth 
and riches of the king are for you as well, why are 
you considering them [king’s wealth and riches] 
to be more than your own bounties? Rather, they 
are also bounties which are being showered on 


” 


you. 


Abul Qasim Junayd rahimahullah used to say: “A 
person cannot reach a stage of perfection in 
humility and gratitude as long as he thinks he is 
worthy of Allah’s mercy. Instead, if Allah #& shows 
mercy to him, he must consider it to be solely out 
of Allah’s grace and kindness.” Hadrat Shaykh 
radiyallahu ‘anhu most probably considers this to 
mean non-eligibility, because if a person thinks 
that he is not worthy in the least of Allah’s mercy, 
it could lead to despondency. And a person 
becomes a kafir if he is despondent of Allah’s 
mercy. A Muslim is always hopeful of Allah’s 
mercy. 


I heard ‘Ali Khawas rahimahullah saying: “A 
person cannot reach the rank of humility as long 
as he considers himself better in Allah’s sight 
than any of the creation. In other words, he 
should not consider himself better than any 
specific creation. But where Rastlullah #& 
specifically stated that such and such person is 
bound to go to Hell or is a kafir, he should 
certainly consider himself to be better than him 
as a way of expressing gratitude to Allah 4. There 
is no harm in considering oneself better than all 
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unbelievers, polytheists, ahl-e-bid‘ah (innovators) 
and flagrant sinners — without specifying any 
particular person from among them - after 
considering the fact that he is saved from all this 
solely due to Allah’s grace and mercy. In other 
words, he can think to himself thus: By the grace 
and kindness of Allah #%, he did not make me a 
kafir, polytheist, bid‘ati, and flagrant sinner. But 
he should not specify and say: I am better than 
such and such kafir, bid‘ati, or flagrant sinner. 
Instead, he should lower himself before the entire 
creation. This was the mark and refuge of all the 
‘arifin. As long as a person assumes a high 
position for himself, and then lowers himself from 
it in order to intermingle with people, then he is 
from among the proud ones. Even when he 
displays humility, he does it after considering 
himself superior to those before whom he is 
displaying humility. This is because he has 
assumed a certain position higher than theirs for 
himself, from which he lowers himself and 
intermingles with people. The humility of the 
‘arifin is not like this. 


I heard him saying this on numerous occasions: 
“The sign of a person who is_ genuinely 
embellished with humility is that he bears 
whatever harm the creation imposes on him, and 
he does not return the pain with revenge. Instead, 
he responds as a slave to his master.” 


This is what enabled the poor to bear the pains 
caused by people. Had _ they considered 
themselves equal to and greater than the people, 
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they would have responded as they are treated. 
And so, they consider themselves to be the slaves 
of the creation. 


Dear friend! Ponder a little over the condition of a 
slave. Once he gauges the rank of his master who 
purchased him and paid for him, then even if his 
master had to swear or beat him, he would lower 
his head and remain silent. This ought to be the 
condition of a person endowed with humility. 


Another sign of a genuinely humble person is that 
when anyone asks him for anything, he does not 
refuse (unless there is a Shari reason for 
refusing). He thus behaves like a slave to his 
master. Another sign is that he never thinks 
someone will stand out of respect for him or that 
he is eligible for such respect. The same goes with 
a slave — let alone not hoping for such respect 
from his master, he cannot even allow such 
thoughts to cross his mind. 


Another sign: If anyone criticizes him or accuses 
him of certain faults, he is not angered by it. 
Instead, he thinks to himself: “These criticisms 
and accusations are correct. I am as he says. In 
fact, I am worse than that because he does not 
even know my real faults. If he speaks ill of me, 
he has the right to do so because he is better 
than me.” But if Shar‘lI expediency is contrary to 
this, he should think in his heart that he has 
these faults, but he must express his innocence 
verbally. 
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Another sign of a truly humble person is that he 
does not have the courage to enter a musjid on 
his own. Instead, he enters it with other people. 
When he enters a musjid and does not find 
anyone in it, he remains standing at the entrance 
until someone else enters. There are many 
underlying reasons and mysteries behind this, 
and these are known to the Ahlullah alone. I have 
explained this in some of my writings. All praise 
belongs to Allah %. 


Another sign of a truly humble person is that he 
should feel indebted to those who permit him to 
sit in an assembly, reply to his salam, or offer 
salam to him. An explanation of this is as follows: 
In his sulik, a Sufi reaches a stage where he sees 
many faults within himself. His errors and sins 
appear so manifest to him, that it seems as if 
everyone knows about them. At such a time, he 
considers himself to be a fasiq (flagrant sinner) 
whose sins are openly manifest. He does not even 
consider himself worthy of someone replying to 
his salam because he sees many sins within 
himself, and they are so openly manifest as if 
they are not hidden from anyone. He does not see 
anything else within himself. This is especially so 
when he thinks of Allah’s & wrath and power. In 
such a case, his fear over the sins will be much 
more in his heart, or he would have become like 
those who consider their internal sins equal to 
their external sins. This is because Allah % has 
knowledge of everything. In such a case, he will 
not think of himself worthy of anything. 
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Another sign of a humble person is that no 
matter how many claims of perfection people 
make about themselves, he considers them all to 
be more than what they claim, and he thinks to 
himself: Those who are on earth cannot fathom 
the ranks of those who are in the heavens. In 
other words, it is difficult for a person of a lower 
level to encompass the conditions of those who 
are on higher levels. So if I do not know their 
conditions, their claims may be correct because I 
am lower than them. 


Every person must gauge himself in the light of 
the above signs. If he finds himself embellished 
with them, he must express gratitude to Allah 4. 
If not, he must repent sincerely from pride in 
Allah’s court. The occasional expressions of 
humility, e.g. “I am not even equal to the dust on 
their feet”, etc. will be false and lies. 


Understand this well and practise on it; you will 
witness its blessings. May Allah #8 guide you. (ad- 
Durr al-Mandud, p. 44) 


I now quote a few lines from Hadrat ‘Allamah ‘Abd 
al-Wahhab Sha‘rani’s rahimahullah book, Anwar 
al-Qudsiyyah, on the subject of the greatness of 
servitude: 


“All levels, ranks and stations are insignificant 
before absolute and pure servitude. There is no 
easier way to proximity with Allah * than 
servitude because the path of servitude entails 
nothing but humility, humbleness, meekness, 
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and self-effacement.” (Anwar al-Qudsiyyah of 
‘Allamah Sha'‘rani rahimahullah, as quoted in 
Aquwal-e-Salaf, vol. 2, under the’ chapter, 
Tadhkirah ‘Allamah Sha‘rani) 


The statements and sayings of Hadrat Maulana 
‘Abd al-Ghani Sahib Phulpuri rahimahullah, a 
khalifah of Hadrat Hakimul Ummat rahimahullah, 
have been compiled by Hadrat Maulana Hakim 
Muhammad Akhtar Sahib damat barakdatuhum in 
a book titled Ma'rifat-e-Ilahiyyah. I am taking the 
opportunity of quoting some parts of it. 


Faqiri entails self-effacement 


Maulana Sayyid Sulayman Sahib rahimahullah 
once asked MHadrat Thanwi = rahimahullah: 
“Hadrat, what is the meaning of faqiri?” Hadrat 
Thanwi rahimahullah replied: “Faqiri entails self- 
effacement/self-obliteration.” On hearing this, 
Hadrat Sayyid Sahib rahimahullah was reduced 
to tears. The essence of suluk and tasawwuf is to 
obliterate one’s self. 


Self-effacement does not mean the person must 
commit suicide. It means you must make all your 
goals and desires subservient to the will and 
pleasure of Allah 4%. Rasulullah # says: 
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“None of you can be a complete believer until all 
his desires are subservient to [the injunctions of 
Allah 4] which I came with.” 
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This subservience is known as fanda’iyyat (self- 
effacement). 


He writes further: 


This treasure cannot be acquired without 
remaining in the company of a kamil 
shaykh 


It is the norm of Allah *% that this treasure cannot 
be acquired without remaining in the company of 
a kamil shaykh. How did the Sahabah * acquire 
this treasure of fana’iyyat? The answer to it is 
found in the word “Sahabi” itself. The word 
“Sahabi” makes us think of a person who 
remained in the company of Rastlullah #. Hadrat 
‘Arif Rami rahimahullah says in this regard: 


“The nafs cannot experience  self-effacement 
unless it remains in the shade of a kamil shaykh. 
You should therefore hold on firmly to this 
destroyer of the nafs.” (Ma'rifat-e-Ilahiyyah, p. 
367) 


An incident portraying the humility of 
Hadrat Bayazid Bustami rahimahullah 


I heard this story on several occasions from 
Hadrat Murshidi Maulana Muhammad Ahmad 
Sahib Partabgarhi rahimahullah: Hadrat Bayazid 
Bustami rahimahullah was going somewhere with 
his murids when someone threw ash on him from 
above. His murids became upset and began 
saying harsh things [to the person who threw it]. 
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Hadrat stopped them and said: “Do not say any 
harsh words to him. If a head which deserves the 
fire receives just ash, the matter will be easy for 
it, 


When Hadrat rahimahullah related this story on 
one occasion, he screamed out [in anguish] when 
he uttered the last statement. 


Overlook the mistakes of friends 


Hadrat Maulana ‘Abd al-Haqq Muhaddith 
Dehlawi rahimahullah writes in Uswah as-Salihin: 
“To overlook and pardon the mistakes of friends 
is the way of the sdlihin (righteous) and their 
loftiest character. An immature and _ ignoble 
person does not have it within himself to pardon 
and overlook. This is because pardon requires a 
lot of courage.” 


“We have to understand one thing at this point. 
The prohibition of severing relations for more 
than three days is not a general prohibition. If a 
person sees the protection of his Dini and worldly 
affairs in dissociating from someone, it is 
permissible for him to remain aloof from him for 
more than three days — in fact, for the rest of his 
life. This was the way of the Sahabah *, Tabi‘un 
and Taba‘ Tabitn. There were those among them 
who severed relations and friendship, but they 
had a good intention for doing it, viz. protection of 
their Din. However, it is not permissible to 
harbour any hatred or malice for one’s Muslim 
brother. 
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Note: It is permissible to sever relations from a 
person if worldly harm is ascertained with 
certainty. But one should not harbour any malice 
for him. But if one severed relations because of 
his irreligiousness, one should have dislike and 
malice for his as well, because Rastlullah % said: 
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“Love for Allah’s sake, and hatred for Allah’s 
sake.” 


Rasulullah # said that this is a branch of iman. 
(Uswah as-Salihin) 


Comment by Hadrat Muslihul Ummat 
Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib 
rahimahullah 


It is popularly believed that one should not sever 
ties for more than three days. This is certainly not 
the case. I present an investigation of this issue 
by Hadrat [Muslihul Ummat] rahimahullah in 
which he quotes a Hadith and the opinions of the 
‘ulama’ in this regard. I am presenting the 
original text with its translation for the benefit of 
the reader. 
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Hadrat Abu Ayyub Ansari # narrates that 
Rasulullah # said: “It is not permissible for a 
person to sever ties from his [Muslim] brother for 
more than three days. The word “brother” is used 
in a general sense, and refers to brotherhood 
through family ties and companionship. ‘Allamah 
Tibi rahimahullah says that the word “brother” is 
brought to make reference to the reason for 
prohibition, and it refers to brotherhood on the 
basis of Islam. We also understand from this that 
if this condition [of a bond on the basis of Islam] 
is not found, and this bond is severed, it is 
permissible to sever ties with him for more than 
three days. 
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In such a case, let alone severing ties being 
permissible, it is wajib to sever ties from such a 
person. The three nights which are mentioned in 
the Hadith include the days as well. The 
permission to sever ties for three days or less is 
that when a person becomes angry with another, 
it is natural for him to stop talking to him. And by 
stipulating this time period, the Shariah wants 
us to revert to the previous condition [where both 
were speaking to each other]. This is stated by 
‘Allamah Suyuti rahimahullah. 
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‘Allamah Khattabi rahimahullah says: A 
concession is given to a Muslim to sever ties from 
his brother for three days because it is a small 
number, and did not permit more than three days 
unless it is on the basis of one of the rights of 
Allah 4. In such a case, severing ties for more 
than three days is permissible. 
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‘Allamah Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr rahimahullah says: “The 
three days’ concession to sever ties is a specific 
concession [and not a general permission] on the 
basis of the incident concerning Ka‘b ibn Malik 
and his two companions. Rasulullah #% ordered 
his Sahabah & to sever ties from these three for 
not only three days but fifty days.” He states 
further: “The ‘ulamda’ unanimously state that ifa 
person feels that speaking to a certain person or 
maintaining contact with him will cause him Dini 
or worldly harm, it is permissible for him to 
remain aloof from him. Many a time, a dignified 
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separation is better then an intermingling which 
is harmful. 
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It is stated in an-Nihayah: The word hajr 
(separation) is the opposite of wasl (joining). In 
other words, it refers to the things which occurs 
among Muslims, e.g. mutual differences, anger, 
shortcomings in social contacts, and 
companionship. It does not refer to the bases of 
differences which are because of Din. This is 
because it is wajib to sever ties from those who 
follow their whims and commit bid‘ah — no matter 
how long it is — as long as they do not repent from 
the bid‘ah and return to the truth. When 
Rasulullah # feared hypocrisy on Ka‘b ibn Malik 
# and his companions when they remained 
behind [from joining the expedition to Tabuk], he 
ordered the Sahabah & to sever ties from them for 
fifty days. In like manner, Rastlullah # severed 
ties from his wives for one month. 
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Similarly, Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha 
severed ties from Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn az-Zubayr 
> for a long period of time. Some Sahabah & 
severed ties from other Sahabah and departed 
from this world in this state [of having severed 
ties]. (There seems to be a contradiction between 
the above-mentioned Hadith and all these 
incidents. We can say this in reply): One of them 
is probably abrogated by the other (i.e. the 
prohibition of three days was in the beginning, 
and was abrogated later on). 
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I [the author of an-Nihayah] say: It seems that a 
Hadith of this nature be applied to a relationship 
which exists between two equal friends. It does 
not apply to the relationship which exists between 
a father and son, and teacher and student [or 
shaykh and muridj]. Incidents containing 
severance of ties which occurred among some 
people of the past were also of this nature. [And 
so, the Hadith does not include them]. It could 
also be said that the prohibited severance of ties 
is the one which includes enmity and malice, as 
indicated in the following Hadith. Any other type 
of severance will either be permissible (mubah) or 
not the ideal (khilaf-e-auld). (Adab as-Salihin, 
tarjumah Uswah as-Salihin, p. 117) 
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Now consider the following Hadith with regard to 
pardoning and overlooking: 
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Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha@ narrates that 
Rasulullah # said: “Overlook [and pardon] the 
mistakes of the pious people, except the hudiid 
(crimes punishable according to Islamic law).” 


Hadrat Maulana Khalil Ahmad Sahib 
Saharanpurit rahimahullah writes in his 
commentary to this Hadith: 
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Ad-Darajat states that Imam Shafii rahimahullah 
said: “The dhawil hay’at are those whose doubtful 
acts were not exposed.” An-Nihayah states: “They 
are those who are not known to have committed 
any evil. If they err, then overlook the faults of 
such righteous people. They are those who 
remain steadfast on a constant good condition, 
and whose conditions do not change from one to 
another.” 
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Al-Baydawi rahimahullah said: The dhawil hay’at 
are those who possess excellent and praiseworthy 
qualities, or people of rank. And ‘atharat 
[mentioned in the Hadith] refer to minor sins and 
mistakes which are committed occasionally by 
them. Thus, Rastlullah’s # exception “except the 
hudid (crimes punishable according to Islamic 
law)” is an absolute exception. Alternatively, 
‘atharat could refer to sins in general, and hudud 
refers to sins which impose punishment 
according to hudtd laws. In such a case, the 
exception will be unbroken, and the addressees 
will be the imams (people of authority and 
position) and others who deserve to be taken to 
task and be disciplined. 


A person’s honour increases when he 
pardons 
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Hadrat Abu Hurayrah # narrates that Rasulullah 
# said: “No charity ever decreased any wealth. 
Allah 4 most certainly increases the honour of 
the person who pardons another. The person who 
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humbles himself for Allah’s * sake is most 
certainly elevated by Allah 4%.” (Muslim) 


Explanation: Three points are mentioned here: 


(1) Spending a certain portion of one’s wealth in 
Allah’s % path. Although it may appear as if this 
is causing a decrease in wealth, charity is 
essentially a means of increase in wealth. The 
person giving in charity is conferred with 
blessings in his wealth. He and his wealth are 
protected against calamities, and additional 
rewards are recorded in his book of deeds. In fact, 
even in this world he receives excellent returns 
which continually increase his wealth. 


(2) If a person overlooks the shortcomings of 
another despite having the power of exacting 
revenge from him, Allah #% increases his honour 
in this world and in the Hereafter. An ‘arif said: 
“There is no revenge sweeter than pardon and 
overlooking.” 


(3) If a person remains humble solely for Allah’s %& 
pleasure and for gaining proximity to Him - and 
not for any other purpose — Allah *% elevates his 
rank in this world and in the Hereafter. 


Note: We learn from this Hadith that we must 
overlook the mistakes of noble people. We should 
neither wait for opportunities to point fingers at 
them, nor should we disclose their mistakes by 
our tongues and pens. If the person is a 
nobleman and person of influence, we should 
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certainly overlook his faults. If a wretched person 
constantly points fingers at the _ pious 
personalities, he is committing a serious evil. 


Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah says: “Criticizing the 
pious elders for their mistakes is a sin in itself.” 
Obviously, if they commit an act which is in 
contravention of the Shariah, one may inform 
them respectfully. 


A synopsis of what has been said 


O Muslim men and women! You’ should 
constantly acknowledge your sins and request 
Allah 4% to pardon you. Allah # is most gracious 
and forgiving. In like manner, if you fall short in 
fulfilling the rights of fellow humans, you must 
ask the person to pardon you together with 
repenting to Allah # and seeking His forgiveness. 
Try to obtain the person’s pleasure, no matter 
what. 


If someone does not fulfil your rights — even if he 
is your junior — you must pardon him. If he asks 
you to pardon him, you must most certainly do 
so. Similarly, if seniors — e.g. parents, teachers, 
etc. — fall short in fulfilling your rights, then 
instead of displaying your annoyance, you must 
pardon them with all your heart. In fact, you 
should respond in a manner which convinces the 
seniors that you are not annoyed in the least. 
This is what love and respect for them demands. 
Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ahmad _ Sahib 
Partabgarhi rahimahullah said in this regard: 
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“It is an indication of intense love if he [my 
shaykh] is displeased with me. But if I am 
displeased with him, there is no love whatsoever.” 


If a senior intercedes on behalf of another, you 
must pardon the person. This is the right of the 
senior’s seniority which one has to fulfil. In fact, 
even if a senior asks you to pardon the mistake of 
a junior, you must pardon him. Never say: “He is 
lower than me, he is younger than me; I am 
higher than him, I am elder than him — how can I 
pardon him!?” If you behave in this manner, you 
will be responding just like Satan. When Allah #% 
ordered all the angels and Satan to prostrate 
before Adam ¥s%\, everyone fell into prostration 
without hesitation. But Satan - in his pride and 
haughtiness — refused to prostrate, and provided 
the following proof for his refusal: 
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“I am better than him; You created me from fire, 
while You created him from soil.” 


Rasulullah % requests Hadrat ‘Alqamah’s 
mother to pardon him 


Hadrat ‘Algamah #: was a Sahabi who was very 
particular about performing salah and keeping 
fast. When his time to depart from this world 
arrived, he could not utter the kalimah-e- 
shahdadah. His wife sent a person to convey this 
to Rasulullah #. Rastlullah # asked: “Are his 
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parents alive or not?” It was learnt that his 
mother was alive, and she was displeased with 
him. Rastlullah # sent a message to his mother 
saying: “I would like to meet you. Will you come 
to me or should I come to you?” Hadrat 
‘Alqamah’s # old mother replied: “O Rastlullah! 
May my parents be sacrificed for you. I do not 
want to burden you. I will come personally to 
meet you.” 


His mother came to Rasulullah #% who asked her 
about ‘Alaamah #. She replied: “He is a very 
pious son but he always disobeys me by giving 
preference to his wife over me. This is why I am 
displeased with him.” Rastlullah # said: “It will 
be best for him if you pardon him.” But the old 
woman refused. Rasulullah # ordered Hadrat 
Bilal to gather firewood and to burn ‘Alqaamah 
#.” On hearing this, the old woman became 
terrified and asked: “Will my son be burnt in the 
fire?” Rasulullah % replied: “Yes. Our punishment 
is light compared to Allah’s punishment. By 
Allah, as long as you are displeased with him, 
neither is his salah accepted nor his charity.” 


The old woman said: “I make you and all who are 
present here witness to the fact that I have 
pardoned ‘Alqamah.” Rastlullah # said to the 
people: “Go and see if ‘Alqamah is uttering the 
kalimah or not.” The people returned and said to 
Rasulullah #: “He commenced saying’ the 
kalimah, and passed away while saying it.” 
Rastlullah # instructed the people to see to his 
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bathing and enshrouding (ghusl wa kafan), and 
attended the janazah himself. 


After the burial, Rasulullah # said: “Anyone from 
the Ansar and Muhajirun who disobeys his 
parents and causes them harm shall earn the 
curse of Allah #, His Messenger % and all people.” 


Hadrat Shaykh Farid ad-Din Ganjshakar 
pardons a sorcerer 


Hadrat Shaykh Nasir ad-Din Audhi relates from 
his shaykh: Hadrat Baba Farid ad-Din 
Ganjshakar fell extremely ill on one occasion. He 
instructed his murid, Hadrat Nizam ad-Din 
Auliya’, and son, Shaykh Badr ad-Din Sulayman, 
to become occupied in the dhikr of haqq. They 
carried out his orders. The same night, Shaykh 
Badr ad-Din Sulayman saw a dream in which the 
son of Shihab ad-Din the sorcerer, performed 
sorcery on Hadrat Baba _ Farid ad-Din 
Ganjshakar. He was treated and, by Allah’s grace, 
recovered from his illness. 


When the ruler of Ajudhan heard of this, he 
became extremely angry. He had Shihab ad-Din’s 
son tied in chains, and sent him to Hadrat 
Shaykh al-Islam [Farid ad-Din Ganjshakar| 
saying: “This sorcerer has got to be killed. If you 
order me, I will kill him.” The shaykh replied: 
“The essential curer [Allah 4%] cured me. So in my 
gratitude to Him, I am pardoning the sorcerer. 
You should also pardon him.” 
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Satan was neither an ‘alim, ‘arif nor an 
‘abid 


The ‘ulamd’ state that Satan was the first person 
to resort to logic against the explicit text of Allah 
43. Obviously, he did something totally illogical on 
account of which he was accursed and disgraced. 
However, it is quite unfortunate that some 
scholars consider him to be an ‘arif, ‘alim, ‘abid; 
but not an ‘ashiq (one who loves Allah 4s). I say: 
Had he been an ‘Glim and ‘Grif, he would never 
done something so ignorant because knowledge 
which does not convey one to the truth is not 
knowledge, but ignorance. Shaykh Sa‘di 
rahimahullah says: 


“O Sa‘di! Wash off the slate of your heart with all 
except Allah % because any knowledge which 
does not guide you to the truth is not knowledge, 
but ignorance.” 


In addition to this, the fruit of genuine knowledge 
and recognition (ma‘rifat) is fear and 
consciousness of Allah 4%. Is there anyone who 
possessed more knowledge and recognition than 
Rasulullah #? Yet he says about himself: 


(VV oe cage) Aydt wails al wooed ey 


“I have more knowledge of Allah 4%, and Iam more 
fearful of Him.” 


Just as Satan was not an ‘Grif and ‘alim, he was 
also not an ‘abid (worshipper). This is because 
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tbadah refers to an act in which Allah’s *% 
pleasure is sought. Satan did not prostrate even 
once for Allah’s pleasure. Rather, he engaged in 
excessive prostrations out of greed for deputyship 
on earth. Such prostrations have no value in 
Allah’s sight if they are not done in quest for 
Allah’s pleasure. 


In his commentary to the verse: 
3 1 ISI oe OWS FSEDG GI 


“He [Satan] refused and vexed pride, and was 
from among the unbelievers.” 


Shaykh al-Hind Maulana Mahmud al-Hasan 
Sahib rahimahullah writes: 


“The jinn had been inhabiting the world for 
several thousand years. They also used to go up 
to the heavens. When their corruption and blood 
shedding increased, the angels, acting on the 
order of Allah, killed a few; and the rest were 
scattered in the jungles, mountains and islands. 
Satan was a great scholar and worshipper among 
them. He displayed his immunity from the 
corruption of the other jinn. He was saved 
through the intercession of the angels and began 
living with them. He devoted himself fully to 
worship in the hope that from among all the jinn 
he will be the only one who will be able to act 
without restriction in the land. Furthermore, he 
continued strengthening his hopes and thoughts 
with regard to deputyship on earth. But when the 
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order for deputyship was pronounced in favour of 
Adam 8, Satan became despondent. On realising 
the futility of his deceptive worship, he was 
overwhelmed by sheer jealousy and did what he 
did, thus becoming accursed. He was predestined 
as an unbeliever in the knowledge of Allah, but 
this infidelity of his was only made apparent to 
others now. Alternatively, we could say that he 
became an unbeliever now. The reason for this is 
that he rejected the order of Allah because of his 
haughtiness. Furthermore, he considered the 
command of Allah to be unwise, imprudent and 
degrading. Satan was therefore declared an 
unbeliever not only because he refused to 
prostrate, but because of the above-mentioned 
reasons as well.” (Tafsir-e-‘Uthmani) 


Note: Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah used 
to say: “Had Satan prostrated just once for Allah’s 
4s sake, he would not have been accursed and 
driven out. This is because sincerity is essential 
for the acceptance of deeds and salvation in the 
Hereafter. If there is sincerity in deeds and they 
are done in accordance with the Sunnah, man 
will gain proximity to Allah #% and be saved from 
His displeasure.” 





Just ponder! One’s intellect and logic are 
absolutely insignificant before Allah’s explicit 
texts. The example of the intellect is as portrayed 
in the following couplet: 


“A person talking about using the intellect while 
Rasulullah # is present in the world is similar to 
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a person looking for a star in the presence of the 
sun.” 


The wisdom of a baker 


Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah used to 
relate the story of a baker. A baker used to sell 
fresh bread at night. Some people used to pay 
him with counterfeit money [coins], and take his 
fresh bread in return. Others came to know of 
this, and so, they went to him and said: “Are you 
aware that some people are paying you with 
counterfeit money and taking your lovely fresh 
bread in return?” He replied: “I am aware of it, 
but I tolerate it because on the day of 
Resurrection I will say to Allah 4: ‘O Allah! I used 
to accept the counterfeit money of people and give 
them my lovely fresh bread in return. O Allah! 
Accept my counterfeit deeds and bless me with 
Your rewards.” 


Glory to Allah! Look at the wisdom and 
intelligence of this baker. 


Together with fulfilling the rights of Allah *%, we 
all have to be very particular about fulfilling the 
rights of our fellow humans. As far as possible, 
we should avoid contact and dealings where we 
may cause harm to believers instead of conveying 
happiness and joy to them. This is the mark of 
every Muslim. There is a famous Hadith: 
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oheg Blas pe geld! gle oye lod 


“A true Muslim is one from whose tongue and 
hand other Muslims are safe.” 


Allah’s % pleasure takes precedence over 
everything 


There is one thing we have to be careful about, 
viz. the pleasure of Allah * should not be 
disregarded in our efforts to please the creation. 
Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha gave the 
following advice to Hadrat Mu‘awiyah #. Every 
Muslim ought to practise on it. 


Vy 4b gees LES MI gest of ante U) Os al ae al oo) dgler oe 
prleny gle abl cla alll Sguy cane ab obey LT che ede 1S EBS 
2) el ty oll ge ah LIS LIN Lain ai ey Grell oe tg 
CVE Chap BK ey thle pdLetly oll Lp abt al cat ee (A! 


(279 6 


Hadrat Mu‘awiyah wrote a letter to Hadrat 
‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha saying: “Give me some 
concise advice.” She replied: “Peace be to you. I 
heard Rasulullah #% saying: “The person who 
seeks Allah’s pleasure while earning people’s 
displeasure, Allah * will safeguard him against 
the harm of people. The person who seeks 
people’s pleasure while earning Allah’s %& 
displeasure, Allah *#% will hand him over to the 


346 


people [who will then do as they like with him].’ 
Peace be on you.” 


This is because it does not entail good character. 
Rather, it is the worst type of evil character. 
Hadrat Muslihul Ummat Maulana Shah 
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah quotes. the 
following definition of character from a certain 
book: 


ep) BNE LVL ope tel JS Ebola 


“Good character means your dealing with each 
person in a manner which pleases him, except 
what is against the Shari‘ah.” 


If it is against the Shari‘ah, it is haram to earn his 
pleasure. For example, we see people committing 
evils during elections merely to please their 
friends and relatives. Similarly, look at our 
weddings of today. So many un-Islamic practices 
take place, but we accommodate them happily 
just to please our families. In like manner, we 
participate unhesitatingly in usurious (interest) 
transactions and businesses of play and 
amusement. We do not abstain from eating and 
drinking at such places. In short, there are many 
dealings in which we cast aside Allah’s & 
pleasure and give preference to the pleasure of 
others. We seek refuge in Allah %. May Allah % 
protect us from such futile “good character” and 
inopportune sense of honour. Amin. 
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The mutual dealings and conditions of 
people today 


Now observe some of the other dealings of people 
today. Let alone overlooking and pardoning our 
fellow Muslims, a blood brother cannot bear to 
see his. brother’s material prosperity and 
authority. We seek refuge in Allah 4%. A poet says: 


“I have heard that the Ahlullah do not cause grief 
even to their enemies. How can you reach the 
rank of the Ahlullah if you are at war with your 
own friends and brothers!? I am saying, let alone 
friends, people behave in a hostile way towards 
their parents, teachers and shaykh.” 


I heard my shaykh, Hadrat Maulana Muhammad 
Ahmad Sahib rahimahullah, saying: “Let alone 
observing genuine character today, we do not 
even see people displaying superficial character. 
Even verbal compassion and consolation has 
disappeared.” 


Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ahmad _ Sahib 
rahimahullah composed a few lines of poetry in 
this regard. He says: 


“You see humans devoid of love, and the times 
are filled with evil. Love, a sense of honour and 
obedience have all disappeared. Look at the father 
and the son. There is neither any value in the 
days nor in the nights. Look at the effects of 
sins.” 
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People have abandoned practising on _ the 
following Hadith: 


nS BR dy Une mre doe be od 


“The one who does not show mercy to our juniors 
and does not accord respect to our seniors is not 
of us.” 


Let alone the masses, even the learned are not 
excluded from this. Hadrat Maulana Muhammad 
Ahmad Sahib rahimahullah provides the following 
treatment: 


“Become a rain of mercy and pervade the world 
with it. This world is burning, pour down and 
extinguish its fire. Display the character of 
Rasulullah # and embrace outsiders as well.” 


Humility is one of the internal Sunnahs of 
Rastilullah # 


The highest example of Rastlullah’s % character 
is humility, servitude, and purity of the heart. 
One of his internal Sunnahs is the absence of 
malice in the heart. Rasutlullah % said: 


cera OF ytd OL ge Legler ale al le abl Jpn dS JE AT ye 


C9 6S ct AUS ae td fbb Yet QL nly Candy 
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Anas # narrates: “Rasulullah # said to me: ‘O 
son! If you can pass the day and night without 
harbouring malice towards anyone in your heart, 
you must certainly do it.’ He then said: ‘O son! 
This is my Sunnah. The one who loves my 
Sunnah, loves me. And the one who loves me 
shall be with me in Paradise.” 


Hastening to offer salam is one of the 
external Sunnahs of Rastlullah # 


It is essential to practise on this internal Sunnah 
[humility] just as it is most rewarding to be able 
to practise on the external Sunnahs. There is one 
external Sunnah which is extremely important 
and essential, i.e. to hasten in offering salam. 
Rasulullah # paid particular attention to this 
Sunnah. He is described as follows: 


Prd adil oye cys lee! Gy 


“Rasulullah # would make his companions walk 
in front of him, and he would be the first in 
offering salam.” 


A Hadith states that the person who initiates the 
salam is free from pride. What a simple way to 
develop humility and _ servitude! (Wasiyyatul 
Akhlaq) 


Now consider another Hadith in which Rasulullah 
# advises us to be conscious of our sins while 
overlooking the faults of others. I am quoting a 
Hadith from Jam‘al Fawa@’id: 
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penkd al SS ph PIS ISS Y pk OT ee oe ne Of al UL 
HSB ly s Vy Opel V gy abl ye ter gel Uw) Ob Sesh 
Blary lie pL) EE tee SIS S9d BIBT OL SIS UI! 

(VAge BIE dey) ASLAN le ail Ips dU Jal yb 


Hadrat ‘Isa #2 used to say: Apart from dhikr 
(remembrance of Allah %) do not engage in 
excessive talking or else your hearts will become 
hard. And a hard heart is far from Allah 4 but 
you do not realize this [because the nearness and 
distance of the heart is a spiritual matter]. Do not 
look at the sins of people as though you are Allah 
(i.e. do not look with pride and haughtiness at the 
sins of others). Look at your own sins as though 
you are slaves because people are of two types: 
those who have fallen in sin, and those who are 
saved from it. So show compassion to those who 
are in sin, and thank Allah * over your wellness 
[protection from sin]. (Wasiyyatul Akhlaq, p. 69) 


This Hadith not only prohibits us from vexing 
pride over sinners, but shows the virtue of 
showing compassion to them. This was the 
character of the Prophets #4. What right, then, do 
the followers of Prophets *%\ have to move away 
from their path? (Wasiyyatul Akhlaq, p. 69) 


I [Muhammad Qamar az-Zaman] say: My heart is 
presently most affected by reading and writing 
these themes. I fully acknowledge my sins, and I 
find my heart to be in total conformity with the 
following verse in which Allah *% mentions the 
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condition of the hypocrites, viz. they neither turn 
to Allah # when faced with calamities, nor do 
they desist from reprehensible actions. This is 
most regrettable and disappointing. 


OFS pA VG OFS VF calle HF ple US OEE BT OF YI 


“Do they not see that they are put to test every 
year once or twice? Despite this, they do not 
repent nor are they admonished.” (Surah at- 
Taubah, 9: 126) 


‘Arif Rami rahimahullah describes this as the 
wisdom behind the descent of calamities. He 
says: 


“When you see hardships and difficulties befalling 
you, turn immediately to repentance and seeking 
forgiveness because they [hardships] are sent by 
Allah 4 to get you back on track.” That is, they 
have come to cause you to turn your direction 
towards Allah 4. 


Hadrat Khwajah Muhammad Ma‘stim 
rahimahullah acknowledges his sins 


Under the above-quoted verse: 
OHS GAG ORS Y & Cale HS ole YS OEE BT OF SII 


“Do they not see that they are put to test every 
year once or twice? Despite this, they do not 
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repent nor are they admonished.” (Surah at- 
Taubah, 9: 126) 


Hadrat Khwajah Muhammad Ma‘stm Sirhindi 
rahimahullah writes the following with extreme 
remorse: 


J cleell Sleyly Sghally Lath da earth yl alll aes 


Unfortunately my life has come to an end and I 
was unable to do good deeds. The treachery of 
this world has become clear to me. Trials and 
tribulations are inundating me one after the 
other. Friends and dear ones are departing, yet I 
am not taking any admonition. There is neither 
repentance nor turning to Allah &. My 
heedlessness is increasing and my sins are 
multiplying. 


Oye 98 Sy ON VE cate TS Ce Fe ON MET O4g SY 


“Do they not see that they are put to test every 
year once or twice? Despite this, they do not 
repent nor are they admonished.” (Surah at- 
Taubah, 9: 126) 


What kind of iman is this, and what type of a 
Muslim am I that I am neither adhering to the 
Qur’an and Sunnah, nor am I taking admonition 
from the clear signs of Allah 4%? Ponder over this: 
Where have the beloveds and friends who were 
your companions, close associates and colleagues 
last year and the year before that gone to? 
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A poet says: 


“There is no sign of them, and no one is giving me 
directions as to where I could find them.” 


In other words, the harvest of their life has 
become totally obliterated, and so, no one can 
show us directions to them. 


pate: Ladi Vo parla t Y eglll 


O Allah! Do not deprive us of their reward, and do 
not put us through tribulations after them. 


It is essential for us and our companions not to 
spend this short life in heedlessness, and a life of 
deep sleep. Our hearts should neither become 
attached to this temporary lodging nor be 
seduced by this immoral woman. We should 
rather live in accordance with the pleasures of the 
True Master [Allah 4]. We must remain aloof from 
the plots of Satan and the desires and greed of 
our soul. We must be mindful of the grave and 
Resurrection, and consider ourselves among the 
dead. 


(eythly jg] Glee oe Hadi ey 
“Include yourself among the grave dwellers.” 


Liberate yourself from this superficial existence 

and engross yourself in the death which is bound 

to come. The non-existent which imposes on you 

and portrays itself as something which is 
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existent, and the non-entity which pointlessly 
presents itself as an entity are all worthy of 
contempt. (Tarjumah Maktubat Khwajah 
Muhammad Ma'‘stim Sirhindi, p. 264) 


Note: Glory to Allah! Look at the excellent advice 
of Hadrat Khwajah Muhammad Ma‘stm Sirhindi 
rahimahullah to himself and his family. It ought 
to be inscribed on all our hearts, and it is 
essential on us to practise on it. 


After reading such writings to us, Hadrat 
Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah used to say: 
“These writings can instil in Muslims the urge to 
practise.” Hadrat would also speak about the 
benefits of studying Maktubat Ma‘sumiyyah. May 
Allah 4 inspire us to study it and enable us to 
practise on it. Amin. 


The sign of a defective person is his not 
grieving over his condition 


Hadrat Hakim al-Ummat Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali 
Thanwi rahimahullah has recorded the following 
in his personal notebook: 


“The most harmful thing is the companionship of 
defective people. In my opinion, a defective person 
is one who does not grieve over the absence of 
kamal (perfection) in his life, and has no sorrow 
over his different conditions. The one who is 
concerned about this situation is heading in the 
direction of kamal. Even though he is not a kamil 
person, there is no harm in his companionship.” 
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Hadrat Muslihul Ummat Maulana Shah 
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah used to read the 
above to us and say: “The companionship of such 
a defective person is harmful because the bad 
luck of his companionship would cause the 
person to become heedless of his own rectification 
(islah) and be devoid of the desire to acquire 
kamal. As for the defective person who 
acknowledges his faults and is concerned about 
reaching kamal, then anyone who remains in his 
company will also perceive his own defects and 
faults, and this person will thus become a means 
to his reaching kamal. 


Hadrat Hakim al-Ummat’s rahimahullah 
advice to Maulana Sayyid Sulayman Nadwi 
rahimahullah 


My heart now desires to quote Hadrat Hakim al- 
Ummat’s rahimahullah advice to Maulana Sayyid 
Sulayman Nadwi rahimahullah. This advice was 
published in the monthly journal, al-Qasim, 
which is under the editorship of Hadrat Maulana 
‘Abd al-Qayyum Sahib Haqqani. A special issue 
on the life of Hadrat Maulana Sayyid Sulayman 
Nadwi rahimahullah was published. The editor 
quoted this special advice on the authority of a 
certain doctor. I consider it most heart-rending 
and admonitory for all of us. It is as follows: 


“The Doctor Sahib said: Hadrat Sayyid [Sulayman 

Nadwi] Sahib rahimahullah came to the khanqah 

in Thanabhawan on one _ occasion. MHadrat 

[Thanwi] rahimahullah was conducting a special 
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majlis. Sayyid Sahib was seated right next to 
Hadrat Maulana Thanwi rahimahullah. Sayyid 
Sahib whispered something into Hadrat’s ears. 
After a period of silence, Hadrat said something in 
Sayyid Sahib’s ears. We could not hear this 
exchange of words, but we suddenly saw Sayyid 
Sahib crying and sobbing to the extent of gasping 
for breath. Sayyid Sahib then departed. The 
entire assembly was astounded and at a loss as 
to what transpired. But no one had the courage 
to ask Hadrat. After quite some time, Hadrat 
Khwajah Sahib (Khwajah ‘Aziz al-Hasan Sahib 
Ghauri Majdhub) took the courage and asked 
Hadrat. Hadrat Hakim al-Ummat rahimahullah 
related the conversation to him. Hadrat Khwajah 
Sahib related the incident in Ashraf as-Sawanih 
[the biography of Hadrat Thanwi rahimahullah] 
without mentioning the name [of Sayyid Sahib]. 
The incident is penned as follows: 


“A famous Nadwi scholar came to visit Hadrat 
Wala rahimahullah for a few hours. At the time of 
his departure, he said to Hadrat: ‘Give me some 
advice.’ Hadrat Wala relates: ‘I was hesitant and 
was not sure what advice I could give to such a 
great scholar. Allah * immediately instilled a 
theme in my heart, which in retrospect I can say 
was totally suited to him.’ (These are the words of 
the Shaykh ash-Shuytkh. Every word is 
immersed in the effect of ‘abdiyyat (servitude), 
and is teaching the lesson of ‘abdiyyat). ‘I [Hadrat 
Thanwi rahimahullah is speaking] said: ‘Hadrat, 
what advice can I give to a great person like you? 
However, I will present to you the essence of the 
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Tariqah as I understood it in my entire life.’ (Look 
at how Hadrat Wala took full consideration of the 
position and greatness of the one who sought his 
advice). “The essence of the Tariqah as I 
understand it is fana wa ‘abdiyyat (self- 
effacement and servitude). One must obliterate 
one’s self as much as one can. All the spiritual 
practices, exercises, and striving are done with 
this object in mind. One’s entire life must be 
spent in acquiring fanad wa ‘abdiyyat.’ Hadrat’s 
statement had such an effect on him that he was 
not only reduced to tears, but began sobbing.” 
(Ashraf as-Sawanih, vol. 2, p. 218, published by 
Idarah Tatlifat Ashrafiyyah, Thanabhawan, 
district Muzaffarnagar) 


The purpose of pirt muridi (shaykh/murid 
relationship) is to acquire self-effacement 


Hadrat Khwajah Muhammad Ma‘stm Sirhindi 
rahimahullah says the following in explaining the 
purpose of sultik: 


The object of suluk is not to merely become a 
shaykh, or to make people your murids. Rather, a 
person has to fulfil the demands of servitude in a 
manner which removes the adulteration and 
interference of the nafs. In this way, the purpose 
of the Tariqah is to acquire obliteration and 
anonymity, and get rid off rebellion and 
dogmatism. The acquisition of maTifat (true 
recognition of Allah #) is dependent on this.” 
(Maktubat Ma‘stmiyyah) 
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Note: Tell me, what wrong is there in such 
piri/muridi whose objective is the fulfilment of 
servitude [to Allah 4] and the removal of the self- 
ego of the nafs? This is why the removal of evil 
qualities and traits is known as tazkiyah-e-nafs 
(purification of the self), and this is mentioned in 
the Qur’an and Hadith. 


I now quote a story which Hadrat Muslihul 
Ummat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib 
rahimahullah used to relate with real emotion and 
passion. 


Hadrat Sayyid Nur Muhammad Badayuni 
rahimahullah fears the questioning of 
Allah # 


Hadrat Qadi Thana’ullah Sahib  Panipatti 
rahimahullah relates in Tuhfatus Salikin: 


Hadrat Mirza Mazhar Jan Jana rahimahullah 
relates with regard to his shaykh, Hadrat Sayyid 
Nur Muhammad Badayunt rahimahullah: A 
person made a self-claim of being Hadrat’s murid 
[although he was not his murid]. This person 
came one day and spoke to Hadrat in a very 
harsh and disrespectful way. Hadrat did not say 
anything in reply. The person came the next day 
to acquire benefit from Hadrat’s company and 
words of wisdom. But I wanted to punish him. 
Hadrat prohibited me from saying or doing 
anything to him, and accorded him the same 
attention as he did to his sincere murids. I felt 
quite perturbed by this. I went to Hadrat and 
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asked him the reason for according him the same 
attention as the other sincere murids. Hadrat 
said: “Mirza Sahib! Had I punished and rebuked 
him, and did not pay any attention to him, Allah 
4 would have questioned me saying: ‘I placed the 
light of amanat (trust) in your bosom. One of My 
servants came in search of this light, why did you 
deny it to him?’ What reply would I have given to 
Allah 4? Could I tell Him: ‘O Allah! He swore me 
and hurled abuses at me, that is why I denied 
him.’ Would this reply be accepted [by Allah 48]>” 


I remained silent for a few days, still perturbed by 
the person’s attitude. Hadrat said to me: “O child! 
Although I may have accorded him the same 
attention as I did to my sincere murids, has Allah 
4% ever considered and hypocrite to be equal to a 
sincere Muslim?” 


“Allah knows those who lay things to waste and 
those who set matters right.” (Surah al-Baqarah, 
2: 220) 


The real situation and condition is in Allah’s 
control. Allah’s bestowal only reaches those who 
are sincere and respectful” (Tarjumah Irshad at- 
Talibin, p. 140, Aqwal-e-Salaf, vol. 3, p. 252) 


Note: Just ponder! A murid was disrespectful to 

Hadrat Shaykh and hurled abuses at him. To 

bear these insults was an act of extreme pardon, 

forbearance, humility and self-effacement. Then 
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when the person sought Hadrat’s attention, he 
accorded this abusive murid the same attention 
as he did to his sincere murids. This certainly 
points to the high level of his character and open- 
heartedness. 


At the same time, it also points to his absolute 
fear of Allah 4%. He feared what answer he would 
give to Allah #% on the day of Resurrection when 
He questions him about it. Very well, this was 
Hadrat Shaykh Nur Muhammad Badayuni’s 
rahimahullah magnanimity and fear of Allah %&. 


Now look at it from another angle: What a 
shameful, reprehensible and wretched thing this 
murid did! He became a murid of a great 
personality, but when he experienced something 
against his nature and temperament, he left no 
stone unturned in showing disrespect to his 
shaykh and acting audaciously towards him. We 
seek refuge in Allah 4. 


Ponder! Can this not happen today? According to 
my limited understanding, I can say that this is 
happening today as well. People stay for years in 
the company of a kdamil shaykh, yet their 
disrespect and rudeness will render an observer 
astounded. A person spends lengthy periods of 
time with a shaykh, but he neither obtains 
ma'rifat of the shaykh nor of the Tariqah. 


My shaykh, Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ahmad 
Sahib rahimahullah conveys this in the following 
couplet: 
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“O Ahmad! I have neither recognized nor 
understood you all my life, although we are going 
to and fro together.” 


Hadrat Muslihul Ummat Maulana Shah 
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah would constantly 
relate the above story to us for our own 
admonition. He would also relate another story 
with much emotion and passion. We are quoting 
it from Nafahat al-Uns of Hadrat Shaykh ‘Abd ar- 
Rahman Jami rahimahullah. 


The insight of Hadrat Khwajah ‘Abd al- 
Khaliq Gajdawani rahimahullah 


A large number of people were present before him 
on the day of ‘Ashura’. The discussion revolved 
around ma‘rifat and haqiqat. A youngster who 
had the appearance of ascetics entered. He had a 
cloth under his arm and a musalla (prayer mat) 
on his head. The youngster entered and sat in 
one corner. Khwajah Sahib rahimahullah looked 
in his direction once, and after a while, the 
youngster stood up and said: “O Khwajah! Hadrat 
Rastlullah # said: 
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“Be fearful of the insight of a believer, for surely 
he looks with Allah-bestowed light.” 


[The youth continues]: “Tell me, what is the 

wisdom behind this statement?” Khwajah Sahib 

rahimahullah said: “The wisdom behind this 
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statement is that you must cut off the zunnar (a 
rosary worn by Hindus) and throw it away. And 
you must accept iman.” The youngster said: 
“Allah forbid, how can I have a zunnar>?” Hadrat 
Khwajah Sahib asked one of his attendants to go 
to the youngster and remove the cloth which was 
at his side. When it was removed, a zunnar was 
seen beneath it. The youngster cut it off 
immediately and embraced iman. 


Hadrat ‘Abd ar-Rahman Jami rahimahullah 
continues: 


“Khwajah Sahib turned to his companions and 
said: ‘O my beloveds! Come, let us all emulate 
this youngster, cut off our own zunnars, and 
embrace iman. This youngster cut off his physical 
zunnar, now let us cut off our internal zunnars 
known as ostentation and self-conceit so that we 
are also forgiven like this youngster.’ After 
hearing this speech, a strange condition pervaded 
all who were present. They all fell at Khwajah 
Sahib’s feet and renewed their repentance. 


The above incident (or it could be a different 
incident) has been related by ‘Allamah Ibn 
Qayyim rahimahullah in Madarij as-Sdlikin, vol. 2, 
p. 485. 
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The insight of Hadrat Sayyid at-Ta’ifah 
Junayd Baghdadi rahimahullah 
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Al-Junayd rahimahullah was addressing the 
people one day when a Christian youngster who 
was a complete stranger entered. He said: “O 
Shaykh! What is the meaning of the Prophet’s # 
statement: ‘Be fearful of the far-sightedness of a 
believer, for surely he looks with Allah-bestowed 
light.’”?” Hadrat Junayd rahimahullah lowered his 
head, then raised it and said: “Embrace Islam, 
the time has come for you to embrace Islam.” The 
youngster embraced Islam there and then. 


‘Allamah Ibn al-Qayyim rahimahullah continues: 
AN ead) CULL oy par odery dul d AAV gbeel ae abl oo) Gall Ol 
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Hadrat Abu Bakr possessed the most insight in 
the ummah. He is followed by Hadrat ‘Umar ibn 


al-Khattab #s. Incidents depicting his insight are 
well known. 
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The insight of Hadrat ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan 4 
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Similar was the case with Hadrat ‘Uthman ibn 
‘Affan . He was genuine in his farsightedness. 
Hadrat Anas ibn Malik # relates: “I went to visit 
Hadrat ‘Uthm4an ibn ‘Affan «. On the way I saw a 
woman whose beauty and appearance I observed 
deeply.” Hadrat ‘Uthman said: “Some of you 
people come to me in whose eyes the effects of 
adultery are obvious.” I said: “Is divine revelation 
still coming down after the departure of 
Rasulullah #!?” He replied: “No. rather, it is 
insight, evidence, and genuine insight.” (Madarij 
as-Salikin, vol. 2, p. 486) 


My heart now desires to quote a few statements of 
our pious elders on the subject of insight as 
mentioned in Madarik as-Sdlikin. I am quoting 
them so that we may understand this subject 
more clearly, we may develop an urge to acquire 
this quality, and this may be a means to 
acquiring it. It is certainly not difficult for Allah 
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‘Allamah Ibn Qayyim al-Jauziyyah rahimahullah 
writes: 


There are three types of firdsat (insight). One of 
them is firasat-e-imani, whose cause and essence 
is: 
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The cause of firdsat is the light which Allah % 
casts into the hearts of His servants through 
which they are able to differentiate between the 
truth and falsehood, a person who has control 
over his condition and the one who is devoid of it, 
and the one who is genuine and the one who is 
not. 
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Its essence is the predominance of a condition 
over the heart which rejects anything which is 
contrary to that condition. 


GH as dale slge OgS5y GH yy ai LoL all yy JB ge IA dae gl JU 
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Hadrat Abt Sa‘id al-Kharraz rahimahullah said: 


“The one who looks with the light of firasat is 
actually looking with the light of Allah %. His 
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intellectual discussions will be correct without 
forgetting and overlooking. In fact, the true and 
correct decisions will be uttered by this servant of 
Allah 4.” 


‘Allamah Darani rahimahullah said: “Firdsat 
entails the exposition of conditions to the heart 
and the ability to see the unseen. It is one of the 
lofty levels of iman.” 


Essential deeds for the acquisition of 
insight 
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‘Amr ibn Nujayd said: “Shah Kurmani had a 
sharp insight, and he would not err in this 
regard. He used to say: The person who lowers 
his gaze from looking at the unlawful, restrains 
his self from desires, embellishes his internal self 
with murdaqabah (meditation) and his external self 
with emulating the Sunnah, and habituates 
himself to eating what is lawful, his firasat will 
not err.” 


Note: Obviously, all these deeds and etiquette are 
corroborated from the Shariah and Sunnah. If a 
person emulates them, insha Allah, he will 
certainly acquire spiritual benefits. There is a 
famous saying: 


367 


Jey! OE StS 
“Lofty conditions are the fruits of deeds.” 


At the same time, a person has to persist in 
making du‘d’ to Allah * and begging Him to 
bestow him with the light of iman, and genuine 
firasat. All these internal things, such as firasat, 
light, effulgence, etc. are bestowals from Allah %. 
When a person adopts their causes, Allah *% 
bestows him with their fruits through His grace 
and kindness. This is why we have to give 
particular attention to them. 


The humility and servitude of Hadrat 
Shaykh Sayf ad-Din, the father of Shaykh 
‘Abd al-Haqq rahimahullah 


Hadrat ‘Abd al-Haqq Muhaddith Dehlawi 
rahimahullah writes: 


“My father used to say: I do not have the 
inspiration to carry out optional and desirable 
acts (nawafil and mustahabbat) which the salikin 
(those treading the path of sultik) are embellished 
with. Yes, I certainly possess the qualities of 
humility, self-effacement, remorse, and regret — 
provided Allah * accepts these qualities from 
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me. 


Note: The qualities of humility, self-effacement, 

remorse and regret are most certainly not an 

insignificant treasure. They hold a high value in 

Allah’s sight. Hadrat Sayyiduna Ahmad Rifa‘t 
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said: “There is no difficult path whose veils I did 
not uncover, and whose sails I did not raise with 
the hands of courage. I tried reaching Allah *% 
from every door, but I found a large crowd at 
every door. I then reached the door of humility 
and servitude. I found it empty and found my 
objective from it, while the other seekers where 
still waiting at the different doors.” (al-Bunyan al- 
Mushayyad, p. 136) 


He says at another place: 


“O elders! The different groups of Sufis have 
become divided into different parties. But this 
unworthy Ahmad will remain with those who 
have humbled themselves with servitude, poverty 
and restlessness.” 
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“May those who possess treasures enjoy them. As 
for the poor lover, he has to swallow a bitter 
drink.” 


Such was his condition: If anyone wanted to treat 
him for the protection of his health and removal 
of his illness, he would not adhere to their 
treatment. He would say: “What deeds am I doing 
that I should bother about my protection? It is 
the same whether I live or die.” He was so 
overcome by the fear of Allah %, that he would 
accomplish it in the shortest time. 
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He used to say: “I do not see anything in myself 
which I could consider good enough for my 
salvation in the Hereafter.” He would then burst 
out crying. 


Note: Glory to Allah! Look at his humility and fear 
of the Hereafter. 





He used to say: “Whenever I think of Allah’s 
greatness and independence, I consider my acts 
of obedience to be worthless. Allah #% alone knows 
what my end will be, and how I will cross the final 
stage.” When he used to read the Qur’an at home, 
he would lower his voice when reading verses 
which mention Allah’s warnings. If such verses 
were read with a loud voice, and his voice fell in 
his ears, he would be reduced to tears and lose 
control over his self. When he read _ verses 
containing Allah’s promises and mercy in a loud 
voice, he would experience joy and be invigorated. 
Prior to his death, he composed a few lines of 
poetry on the subject of pardon and forgiveness, 
and requested for them to be placed in his kafan 
(shroud). The following four lines are from this 
composition. 


“I am a person whose heart is grief-stricken. 
Pardon me, and do not take me to account. A 
hundred traps are lying in wait for me. So pardon 
me and do not question me. If I am questioned 
about my deeds, I will be ashamed. O the Most 
Kind of those who show kindness! Forgive me and 
do not take me to account.” 
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He also composed the following couplets: 
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“I have presented myself before the Affectionate 
[Allah] without any provision of good deeds and 
without a sound heart, because it is the worst of 
things to present one’s self before the Affectionate 
with provisions.” (Aqwal-e-Salaf, vol. 3, p. 88) 


The humility and self-effacement of 
Khwajah Baha’ ad-Din Naqshband, and his 
quest for Allah’s mercy 


Khwajah Baha’ ad-Din Naqshband used to turn 
to Allah 4 and say these lines: 


“O Allah! I have presented myself in Your court as 
a bankrupt person. Kindly bestow me a little of 
Your beauty. Extend Your generous hand towards 
my purse, Your hand is filled with blessings.” 
(Nafahat al-Uns) 


Iam now quoting some of the sayings and words 


of advice of ‘Arif Billah Ibrahim Dastqi Qurashi 
rahimahullah from volume two of Aqwal-e-Salaf. 
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Practise on words of advice; there is no 
benefit in showing off your letter of 
permission 


He used to say: O my children! Adopt the 
character of the auliyd’ so that you may succeed. 
If you merely obtain a letter of permission (when 
the shaykh gives permission to his murid to 
induct other murids, when the shaykh appoints 
him as a_khalifah) without adopting their 
character, and you merely show off your letter 
when someone reprimands you, then listen well: 
this is nothing, it is merely nafsdaniyyat (self-ego 
and self-conceit). Yes, you ought to study the 
letter of permission carefully, and practise on the 
words of advice which it contains so that you 
benefit from them, and you may be blessed with 
righteousness.” 


“O children! This has always been the way of 
reaching the ranks of the Auliya’, and this will be 
the way until the Resurrection.” 


Note: Glory to Allah! What excellent advice. If only 
those who obtained permission from _ the 
masha@ikh could be cognizant of it so that it 
benefited themselves and others as well. 


He used to say: “The person who does not have 
affection for Allah’s creation cannot reach the 
rank of the Ahlullah. When Hadrat Musa *#i used 
to tend to sheep, he neither killed any of them, 
left them hungry, nor caused any other harm to 
them. When Allah *% observed his extreme 
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kindness, He appointed him as His Prophet, 
engaged in conversations with him, and 
appointed him to supervise the Bani Isra’l. Thus, 
anyone who shows respect to Allah’s creation and 
treats them with affection, he will progress to the 
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ranks of the Auliya’. 


He used to say: “The shaykh is a physician for his 
murid. And so, when the patient does not follow 
the guidelines and advice of his physician, he will 
not be cured.” 


He used to say: “The body has three parts: (1) the 
heart, (2) the tongue, (3) the rest of the body 
parts. Angels are appointed over the tongue and 
other body parts, while the heart is under Allah’s 
supervision. 


He used to say: “If you are genuine children and 
sincere followers, become sincere servants of 
Allah 4. Make your hearts your admonishers, 
practise to the full, and do not hanker after the 
wealth of others. This is my way. The person who 
has genuine love for me will follow my way. The 
true salik is the one who follows this way.” 


He used to say: “O my children! Even if you fast 
forever, engage in worship throughout the night, 
your heart is pure, and your affairs are upright 
with sincerity; even then you must not claim any 
kamal (perfection) for yourself. Instead, you 
should only say: I am a sinner and a worthless 
person.’ Be on constant guard against the evil 
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and deception of the nafs because many Sufis 
were destroyed by it.” 


He used to say: “O my children! If you want to 
backbite anyone, then backbite your parents 
because they are more eligible for your good 
deeds.” 


He used to say: “How can any of you claim to be 
righteous when you commit evils!P You collect 
unjust taxes, give bribes, devour interest, and 
you eat food at the houses of tyrants and those 
who support tyrants. How, then, can you make 
claims of piety!? How can you hope to be recorded 
as a sdadiq, wali and beloved in Allah’s register 
when you are immersed in such evils!P To make 
matters worse, you have not even repented as yet! 
How can you make claims to the Tariqah and 
induct others to repent!?” 


He used to say: “It is wajib on the bearer of the 
Qur’an not to fill his stomach with haram food 
and cover his body with haram clothes. If he does 
this, the Qur’an will curse him from within and 
say: ‘May Allah 4 curse the one who did not show 
respect to His speech.” 


He used to say: “O my children! Be cautious of 
the evils of those who frequent you. If you see any 
harshness in your brother, be affectionate 
towards him and protect yourself from his harm. 
As for your friend, you must give due 
consideration to him if he upholds the friendship. 
O my children! The truth is that now a person 
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has no alternative but to be on his guard from 
everyone. This is because we are in an era 
wherein desiring good has decreased. It will be 
very rare for you to meet someone who desires 
your good, and is concerned about your well- 
being. Remain very far from those whose 
happiness you desire while they harbour ill for 
you, you desire to elevate them while they want to 
keep you subdued. At present there are people 
who will be bad to you if you do not do good to 
them. In fact, there are many who will treat you 
badly even if you treat them well. No matter how 
much kindness and affection you show them, 
they will respond with tyranny and oppression. 
You will convey benefit to them, but they will 
cause harm to you. You will desire their well- 
being, but they will be bent on repulsing you. You 
will want to bond with them, but they will sever 
ties from you. You will feed them, but they will 
deprive you. You will urge them forward, but they 
will push you to the back at the first opportunity. 
Those whom you nurtured and tutored will claim 
to have nurtured and tutored you. You will be 
very clear in your dealing with them, but they will 
respond with treachery. You will meet them with 
a smiling mien, but they will respond with a 
frown. Such is the world.” 


“O people of the world! Just ponder! When 

hypocrisy was found during the era of Rastlullah 

#, how can the seventh century [we are now in 

the fourteenth century of the Islamic calendar] be 

free of it!? My dear children! This is why I am 

telling you to keep away from evil people, and 
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acquire piety from the pious.” (Tabaqdt, vol. 1, p. 
156, Aqwal-e-Salaf, vol. 2, p. 168) 


Note: Hadrat Shaykh rahimahullah described the 
condition of his era to his murids and associates. 
He advised them to be on the guard from 
everyone. Our present age is even more filled with 
tribulations and evils. It is therefore necessary for 
us to be even more on our guard. 


The need to respect the pious predecessors 
and to acknowledge their services 


In his book, Qur’ani Ifadat, Hadrat Maulana Abul 
Hasan ‘Alt Miya Nadwi rahimahullah speaks 
about the need to be on our guard against the 
trials and tribulations of the present age. He 
writes: 
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“Those who came after them say: ‘O our Lord! 
Forgive us and our brothers who have preceded 
us in Faith, and put not in our hearts any hatred 
against those who have believed. O our Lord! You 
are certainly most kind, most merciful.” (Strah 
al-Hashr, verse 10) 


In the above verse, the forthcoming generations of 
Muslims are asked to have good thoughts about 
and to acknowledge their previous generations. 
The truthfulness, devotion, obedience to Allah 4, 
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fear and turning to Allah, services to Din and 
protection of the borders and forts of Islam in 
which they were at the forefront should be 
acknowledged from the heart by the latter 
generations. The new generations should bear no 
malice or hatred towards them. They should 
experience no hesitance or problem in 
acknowledging their services. Their tongues should 
always make du‘a’ for them and always sing their 
praises. They should accept their shortcomings 
and constraints, and overlook their omissions - 
omissions from which no human is free. 


The reason for all this is that the person who 
engages in ytihad can err and can also be correct. 
The fear of falling down is only possible in favour of 
the one who tries to walk and run. Apart from this, 
it is an accepted reality that apart from the 
teachings and guidance of Rastlullah #, there is 
the possibility of accepting or rejecting the rules 
and teachings of all other people. 


A very important necessity of da‘wah and tabligh, 
the personality of Rasulullah # and in order to 
prove the greatness of his life, it is extremely 
necessary to acknowledge the great contribution of 
the Sahabah *. We should make manifest the 
greatness and importance of their feats, their 
loyalty [to Rasulullah ], and their mutual love and 
cooperation in the path of truth. We should 
present the luminous pages of this glowing history 
to the world. Their mistakes and human 
shortcomings do not even amount to a small black 
spot on the clear and pure pages of history. 
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Rational philosophy and a sound mind also accept 
this stand. This is also established from the Qur’an 
and reliable Traditions. Even the Qur’an considers 
such a stand concerning the pious predecessors to 
be worthy of praise. Allah says: 
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“Those who came after them say: ‘O our Lord! 
Forgive us and our brothers who have preceded 
us in Faith, and put not in our hearts any hatred 
against those who have believed. O our Lord! You 
are certainly most kind, most merciful.” (Strah 
al-Hashr, verse 10) 


This verse demands of us to be extremely cautious 
when deciding to pass any judgement or having 
any opinion about the pious _ predecessors, 
righteous imams and leaders. This verse also asks 
us not to display any haste or impulsive emotions 
concerning them. As long as we are not fully 
satisfied concerning a particular matter, we should 
abstain from passing any definite judgement 
concerning it. 


At times a person adopts this way of thinking that 
if someone did not endeavour to establish an 
Islamic state, then it is as if he has done nothing - 
irrespective of whether he is Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir 
Jilani rahimahullah, Mujaddid Alf Thani 
rahimahullah or Shah Wali Allah rahimahullah. 
This is actually a result of a superficial study of 
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history. [On the contrary], everyone has made a 
contribution: the scholars of Hadith, the jurists, 
the reformers of the ummah, the auliyd’ of Allah - 
all of them have made a contribution. 


If someone says: “What did Imam Abu Hanifah 
rahimahullah do? [He did nothing]. He merely 
taught the rules of salah and fasting. He ought to 
have established an Islamic caliphate and an 
Islamic state.” You should remember that a 
caliphate will be established [whether you like it or 
not]. But who will teach you how to offer your 
salah? And what benefit is there in a caliphate 
when no one knows how to offer salah? 


This misconception should never enter your heart 
that all the past scholars were defective, none of 
them understood Islam, and none of them tried to 
establish Islam in its totality. You should bear in 
mind that all scholars of the past were engaged in 
the service and protection of Islam in accordance 
with their capability [and the means available to 
them]. Some were engaged in admonition, some in 
delivering lectures, some were teaching Hadith, 
some were issuing fatwas, some were writing 
books. They were all serving Islam and guiding the 
Muslims in their respective fields. Each of them 
was safeguarding a particular front [of Islam]. 


Never ever be under this misconception that some 
people have correctly understood Islam only now 
and that no one understood Islam completely 
before this. This is a great accusation against 
Islam. It is a huge taint against the capability of 
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Islam. This would cause doubts on the Qur’anic 
life, the clarity of the Qur’an and its being clearly 
understood as established from verses like “a Book 
in a clear Arabic language” and “a clear Arabic 
tongue”. 


Moreover, if someone claims that the Qur’an was 
not correctly understood for the last 1400 years, 
can we believe that it has been understood now? 
The fundamental principles of Islam, the facts of 
the Qur’an and the absolute truths of Din have 
been coming down to us through an uninterrupted 
chain. If someone feels that these things were not 
understood for quite some time, it is his short- 
sightedness. He will not be able to prove even a 
single thing to be completely forgotten [or 
abandoned] by the world of Islam. Shaykhul Islam 
Ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullah went to the extent in 
stating that there isn’t even a single Sunnah [of 
Rasulullah #] which has been completely raised [or 
has completely disappeared] from the world of 
Islam. If it is not found [practised upon] in one 
corner of the Muslim world, it is certainly found in 
another part of the Muslim world. 


You should therefore have good thoughts about 
our past scholars. In this there is great protection 
of your iman. You should always make du‘a’ for 
them: 
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“O our Lord! Forgive us and our brothers who 
have preceded us in Faith, and put not in our 
hearts any hatred against those who have 
believed. O our Lord! You are certainly most kind, 
most merciful.” (Surah al-Hashr, verse 10) 


I now take the opportunity of quoting certain 
parts from the introduction to the book, Tarikh 
Da‘wat wa ‘Azimat. This book is the famous work 
of Mufakkir Islam Hadrat Maulana Abul Hasan 
‘Ai Miya Nadwi rahimahullah in which he 
demonstrates the continues arrival of reformers, 
propagators, and erudite ‘ulama’. He proves from 
history that there was no era which was devoid of 
reformers. 


A new personality and a new force for 
every new tribulation and danger 


“No one can deny the fact that during this lengthy 
and eventful history of Islam, there was not even 
the shortest period of time when the true call of 
Islam had ceased completely, when the reality of 
Islam was hidden behind a veil, when the Islamic 
ummah had become totally comatose, and 
darkness pervaded the entire Islamic world. This 
is a fact of history: When any tribulation raised 
its head against Islam, when any effort was made 
to distort and obliterate it, when it was portrayed 
in an incorrect manner, and when it was severely 
attacked by materialism - then a_ powerful 
personality most definitely came onto the field to 
combat this tribulation with full force, and 
defeated it.” 


381 


“There are many ideologies and movements which 
were very powerful in their times. But their 
existence remains only in books today, and it has 
become difficult to even understand their 
essence. Who is' there today who fully 
understands the details about the Qadariyyah, 
Jahmiyyah, Mu'‘tazilah, those who believed that 
the Qur’an was a creation of Allah, those who 
believed in wahdatul wujid (unity in existence), 
in the din-e-ilahi of Akbar, etc.? Whereas these 
were powerful and influential ideologies in their 
times. Some of them were backed by mighty 
kingdoms, and some very intelligent and erudite 
scholars of their times held such beliefs and were 
at their forefront. But the reality of Islam 
eventually vanquished them all. After some time, 
these living movements and official religions were 
reduced to academic discussions which are 
preserved only in the books of scholastic theology 
(‘ilm al-kalam) and the histories of ideologies.” 


“Efforts to preserve the Din, endeavours to revive 
it, and the system of da‘wah and _  islah 
(rectification, reformation) are as old as Islam 
itself, and as continuous as the life of the 
Muslims.” 


Hadrat Maulana Abul Hasan ‘Ali Miya Nadwi 
rahimahullah then highlights the manifold 
services of our pious predecessors under the 
heading, The legacy of Islam. He says: 


“A full share in this legacy is enjoyed by every 
person who established a rule on the system of 
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the caliphate during any period of Islam; 
combated ignorance and materialism; called 
towards Islam; emulated the Prophets * in 
inviting, reminding, warning, and giving glad 
tidings; who, through his wise da‘wah and 
sincere love, was able to subdue the enemy who 
could not be subdued by the sword and dagger; 
who, through the strength of his iman and 
spiritual power, brought such people into the fold 
of Islam and bestowed the honour of servitude to 
Muhammad *%; who, through their powerful 
literature and heart-rending and eloquent poetry, 
enslaved the minds of those who were not 
convinced by academic investigations and 
sectarian philosophies.” 


“This is an entire sequence and each personality 
enjoys a special share and rank. History, in 
essence, entails the fulfilment of a trust, desire 
for the truth, and acknowledging realities. Each 
one of them was a guard on one of the Islamic 
borders, and each one was a valuable arrow from 
the quiver of Islam. Had these personalities not 
undertaken these sincere endeavours, we would 
not have found this treasure house in our close 
examination of history. This treasure house has 
the full means for our honour, admonition and 
lesson. In the presence of such a treasure house, 
we can raise our heads high before the different 
nations of the world. 


“The author [Hadrat Maulana Abul Hasan ‘Ali 
Nadwi rahimahullah is referring to himself] has a 
balanced and just approach in this field. He has 
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tried to present a picture of those important 
personalities who rendered sterling services in the 
fields of da‘wah, resoluteness in purpose, 
reformation and revival. All inspiration is from 
Allah 4 alone.” (Tarikh Da‘wat wa ‘Azimat) 


This insignificant servant says — not only out of 
his belief but on the basis of facts - that the 
following personalities of the latter era are 
included in the golden beads of this golden chain. 
They are: MHujjatul Islam MHadrat Maulana 
Muhammad Qasim Sahib Nanautwi rahimahullah 
— the founder of Dar al-‘Ulum Deoband, Hadrat 
Qutb al-‘Alam Maulana Rashid Ahmad Sahib 
Gangohi rahimahullah, Hadrat Maulana 
Muhammad ‘Ali Maungeri rahimahullah —- the 
founder of Dar al-Ulum Nadwatul ‘Ulama’ 
Lucknow, Hadrat Shaykh al-Hind Maulana 
Mahmud al-Hasan Sahib Deobandi rahimahullah, 
Hadrat Hakim al-Ummat Mujaddid al-Millat 
Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Sahib Thanwi rahimahullah, 
Hadrat Ra’is at-Tabligh Maulana Muhammad 
Ilyas Sahib Kandhlawit rahimahullah, Hadrat 
Imam Ahl-e-Sunnat Maulana ‘Abd ash-Shaktr 
Sahib Lucknowi rahimahullah, Hadrat Muslihul 
Ummat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib 
rahimahullah,! Hadrat Shaykh al-Hadith Maulana 





1 Hadrat Maulana Abul Hasan ‘Ali Miya Nadwi rahimahullah 
went to visit Hadrat Muslihul Ummat Maulana Shah 
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah on one occasion. He 
describes his impressions of Hadrat Muslihul Ummat 
rahimahullah in his book, Purdne Chiragh. I am quoting one 
paragraph from it: 
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Muhammad Zakariyya Sahib, and Mufakkir-e- 
Islam Hadrat Maulana Abul Hasan ‘Ali Miya 
Nadwi rahimahullah, and others like them. 


Every one of these personalities served the Din in 
different fields, and left their mark in this world. 
Insha Allah, they will be bestowed with special 
honour and rank in the Hereafter. 


It is essential for us to safeguard ourselves from 
belittling, scorning, and denying the sincere Dini 
services of such reformers of the ummah and 
erudite ‘ulama’ so that we may be protected 
against Allah’s wrath and _ punishment. 
Inspiration is from Allah * alone. 





“On seeing the Maulana’s restlessness and agitation, I 
spontaneously thought of Maulana Muhammad Ilyas Sahib 
rahimahullah. He had the same lean appearance, the same 
informality in speech, the same independence when 
addressing someone, the same stuttering in speech like that 
of Hadrat Musa #8), the same predominance of da‘wah, the 
same silence which is engrossed in thought, and the same 
quivering speech. Although there was a definite difference 
in them on the subject of da‘wah, he was the same as 
Hadrat Maulana Ilyas Sahib rahimahullah in his subject of 
love for Allah 4 and concern for his responsibilities. I had 
the opportunity of attending his morning and evening 
assemblies. There was a captivating feeling, while at the 
same time, an absolute balance between the intellect and 
sulik. He would occasionally hold some of his devoted 
attendants by their heads and shake them, and direct their 
attention towards an important and necessary point.” 
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Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah 
advises his people against pride and 
corruption 


Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah said to me: 
“Read this verse to those who are coming from 
their respective hometowns: 


; zie & oft) 8tA. Ho ton < erty pote 2X a gfe 
Aalallg Stas Vo (o5M G GE O32 Y Gi) ee Sei HAN Ob 
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“That abode of the Hereafter - We shall give it to 
those who do not seek to exalt themselves in the 
land, nor to cause corruption. The blessed end is 
for those who fear.” (SUrah al-Qasas, 28: 63) 


From this we can gauge how much importance 
Hadrat rahimahullah laid on saving his people 
from pride, haughtiness and corruption. 


Iam now quoting the necessary aspects of Hadrat 
Maulana Muhammad Idris Kandhlawi’s 
rahimahullah commentary to the above verse. 


Lofty palaces in the Hereafter for those 
who are humble 


The abode of the Hereafter which is hidden from 
the creation will be given to those who neither 
seek to exalt themselves in the land nor to cause 
corruption, as was sought by Qartn. A blessed 
and good end is specifically for the pious. Self- 
exaltation, pride, and corruption of deeds are 
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from among the evil traits which are in absolute 
contradiction of piety, and their consequences are 
disastrous. For example, Pharaoh and Qartn 
sought to exalt themselves and committed acts of 
corruption. Look at what happened to them! The 
Hereafter itself is very lofty and magnificent. 
Those who do not seek to exalt themselves in this 
world shall receive lofty palaces in the Hereafter. 
(Ma'‘ariful Qur’an, Hadrat Maulana Muhammad 
Idris Kandhlawi rahimahullah) 


Hadrat Muslihul Ummat’s rahimahullah 
humility, and his respect for teachers 


Hadrat used to relate: “Some students in Dar al- 
‘Ulam Deoband used to make certain objections 
to the teachers’ explanations in the course of the 
lessons. We used to stop them and say to them: 
“Remain silent now, we will explain it to you later 
on.” We used to say this so that it does not hurt 
the teachers in any way and does not cause them 
any ill feeling.” 


Hadrat rahimahullah used to say: “Some of the 
teachers in Dar al-‘Ulum used to refer to Shaykh 
‘Abd al-Haqq Muhaddith Dehlawi rahimahullah as 
Mulla Khurasani, by way of belittling him. The 
students began following suite. I disliked it 
because Hadrat Shaykh Muhaddith Dehlawi 
rahimahullah also rendered many Dini, academic, 
reformatory and spiritual training services as 
were rendered by Mujaddid Alf Thani 
rahimahullah. He went to the extent of writing 
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letters of advice to ministers. He also wrote many 
valuable books which are well known.” 


He also used to say: “A very senior ‘alim who was 
a hdafiz of Hadith said in one of his special 
assemblies: ‘Nowhere did Rasulullah # explicitly 
order us to cry.’ I remembered the Hadith in 
which Rastlullah # said: 


“Cry over your sins.” 


“But, I remained silent out of respect for him.” 


I remember reading somewhere that Hadrat 
Maulana Rashid Ahmad Sahib Gangohi 
rahimahullah used to say: “We provide answers to 
the proofs of Imam Shafit rahimahullah in order 
to clarify the proofs of Hanafi jurisprudence. But 
if Imam Shafil rahimahullah were to come before 
us, we will not speak in his presence out of 
respect for him.” 


Note: Glory to Allah! Such was the level of respect 
which our elders had for their elders. This is how 
they reached such lofty ranks. Inspiration is from 
Allah 4 alone. 





The advice of Hadrat Shah ‘Abd ar-Rahim 
Sahib Dehlawi rahimahullah 


Hadrat Shah Wali Allah Sahib rahimahullah 
writes in his book, Anfas al-‘Arifin: 
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“We gauge from his statements and practices that 
he disliked according superiority and preference 
to one buzurg over another, especially in a 
manner which focuses on his disparagement and 
denigration.” 


Note: But today, people consider according 
superiority to their own shaykh and denigration 
of other masha@’ikh to be a necessary ingredient 
for their own perfection. Generally, even the 
masha@ikh do not reprimand their murids for 
doing this. Consequently, this sickness is 
becoming quite common. We seek refuge in Allah 


He also used to say: “People think it is very 
difficult to maintain good relations with parents, 
because no matter how well a person treats them, 
they are eligible for even more. But I consider it 
very easy because parents are overjoyed by the 
slightest affection which is showed to them. Out 
of their paternal love, they consider the smallest 
favours of their children to be very big favours.” 


Note: It is definitely true; parents pardon the 
worst crimes of their children by the slightest 
respect which children show to them. Just as 
Allah && pardons the sins of His servants by just a 
single cry of “Aah!”. In this regard, just as Allah % 
showers His mercy on a person who says, “Ya 
Rabbi (O my Allah)”, the parents’ hearts turn to 
wax by their children merely saying, “O my 
father, O my mother”, and paternal love gushes 
forth. Maulana Rum rahimahullah said: 
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“A mother’s breast does not gush forth with milk 
without the infant crying out. The lushness of a 
garden is dependent on the crying of the clouds.” 


If children perceived just one tenth of this, family 
ties and society will become pleasant. 


The advice of Shaykh Muslihuddin Sa‘di 
Shirazi rahimahullah 


Hadrat Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah gives the 
following beneficial advice: 


“Do not defame those who have passed away so 
that your pious name may be maintained.” 


I have a humble submission to make in this 
regard: We must be very particular about 
maintaining the honour and respect of the 
‘ulama’ -— whether of the past, or our 
contemporary ‘ulama’ -— and we should not 
tolerate their denigration. If we are able to 
observe this, we will acquire the blessings of 
knowledge. There is a famous saying: 


“It is through respect that a person becomes 
fortunate, and through disrespect he becomes a 
loser.” 


In like manner, those who are affiliated with 
tasawwuf and suluk must be concerned about 
and make efforts to acquire nisbat (close affinity) 
with Allah 4. This is the object and purpose of all 
the silsilahs (spiritual lineages). The different 
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customs and habits are not the objects. Thus, we 
should never speak ill of the elders of the other 
silsilahs. Unfortunately, a time has come when let 
alone denigrating the elders of other silsilahs, 
people denigrate the elders of their own silsilah. 


Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ahmad _ Sahib 
rahimahullah used to relate an incident: While in 
the Haram Sharif, a Qadiri (a person belonging to 
the silsilah of Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir Jilani 
rahimahullah) said that Shaykh Mu‘in ad-Din 
Chishti rahimahullah was a kafir. The Chishti 
person responded by saying Hadrat ‘Abd al-Qadir 
Jilani rahimahullah was a kafir. Allah forbid! 
Allah forbid. How unfortunate for such impure 
words to be uttered in the Haram Sharif. 


Similarly, we should never say with regard to a 
certain ‘alim, reformer or spiritual guide that he 
did not make any Dini contribution, and someone 
else did. How do we know who did more and who 
did less? This decision will only be made in the 
absolutely just High Court of Allah 4%. The basis 
for a person’s acceptance is not on the large 
number of his followers. Rather, it is based on the 
genuineness of his methodology, his integrity and 
his sincerity. And this is an internal condition 
known to none but Allah #. Allah 4% says: 


Fy 
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“So do not boast about your purity. He knows 
fully well who remained pious.” (Surah an-Najm, 
S75 ae P| 


Hadrat Fudayl ibn ‘Iyad rahimahullah said, you 
must not be deceived by the large number of 
those who are to be destroyed. 


CLS) ab Sor Vy CHA Gb py! lier Le Gale oy red de gf JU 
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Abu ‘Ali al-Fudayl ibn ‘Iyad said: Adhere to the 
path of guidance, the small number of those 
treading this path will not harm you. Stay away 
from the paths of deviation and do not be 
deceived by the large number of those who are to 
be destroyed. 


We learn from this that there is no consideration 
for large numbers. The ahl-e-bid'ah have always 
been in the majority in all eras. How, then, cana 
person follow them on the basis of their large 
numbers? We have to follow those who follow the 
Sunnah, even if they are small in number. 


Hadrat Mujaddid Alf Thant rahimahullah has 
written somewhere in his Maktubat that Prophets 
x8) were also sent to India. But some of them had 
just one or two followers while others had none. 
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So can we doubt the integrity, sincerity, efforts, 
and physical and monetary sacrifices of the 
Prophets #¢&\? Never. 


abl sapall pdt GUS 


This is all solely by the decree of the all-powerful, 
all-knowing [Allah 4]. 


I now quote to you about the pure Sufis from the 
book Tazkiyah wa Ihsan of Hadrat Maulana Abul 
Hasan Nadwi rahimahullah. The Maulana speaks 
specifically about the history of tasawwuf and its 
benefit. Moreover, he has gone to the extent of 
saying: Remove tasawwuf from the ummah and 
see what remains. And if one cannot have 
confidence in it, which other group is there which 
is worthy of confidence, and a source of pride!? 


The purification of the soul and the 
culturing of character 


The wide-ranging and firmly established system 
of tazkiyah-e-nafs wa tahdhib-e-akhlaq 
(purification of the soul and _ culturing of 
character) assumed the form of an independent 
science and art in the latter centuries. Identifying 
the deceptions of the nafs and Satan, treating 
psychological and moral illnesses, explaining and 
arranging the means of acquiring a bond with 
Allah 4 and internal affinity with Him - were all 
previously found in the Shar‘ words of tazkiyah 
and ihsan. In the latter centuries, they came to be 
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known as tasawwuf. This is a clear example of a 
collective inspiration from Allah %. Gradually, 
experts in this field conveyed it to the level of 
ytihad, and considered it to be a major service to 
Din and the jihad of the time. Through this 
system, Allah * gave life to the dead gardens of 
the heart and soul, and provided a cure to those 
whose souls were sick. 


These sincere Allah-conscious ‘ulamda’ and those 
who were trained by them spread to the distant 
corners of the world (such as India, Algeria, east 
India and the continent of Africa). Islam spread 
on a large scale and hundreds of thousands of 
people were guided. Their training gave rise to 
luminous personalities who, in their respective 
eras, blew the spirit of imadn, conviction, and good 
deeds in Muslim society. And they fulfilled 
commandeering roles on the battlefields of jihad 
on numerous occasions. Denying the benefits and 
services of this group can only be done by a 
person who has not studied Islamic history, or a 
person whose eyes are covered with a bandage of 


bigotry. 


In their definition of a Hadith-e-Mutawatir and its 
absoluteness in Islamic law, those who laid down 
the principles of Hadith state: “In every era, such 
a large number of people related a Hadith causing 
a sound mind and human nature to refuse to 
accept that such a large number of people could 
have unanimously fabricated it, and that it was 
the result of a conspiracy.” 
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Even a cursory study of history makes it clear 
that from the second century till now, a large 
number of devoted servants of every era and every 
country -— with total continuity and without 
exception -— adopted this way, invited to it, 
benefited from it, conveyed its benefit to others, 
and spent their entire lives occupied in its 
proliferation. They had full conviction and 
confidence in the genuineness and benefit of this 
system. They were the quintessence of their 
society. They surpassed and outshone their 
contemporaries not only in their integrity, 
sincerity, selflessness, pure souls and internal 
righteousness; but also in their knowledge of the 
Qur’an and Sunnah, love for the Sunnah, and 
abhorrence for bid‘ah. 


It is possible and not far-fetched for one or two or 
a few people to misunderstand, or to be targets of 
a conspiracy. But to see hundreds of thousands 
of people at the forefront of knowledge and 
practice to remain for centuries in continuous 
error, to persist in this error, to call towards it, 
and to remain steadfast on it with full 
determination and fortitude; is both absurd and 
abnormal. Furthermore, it is established with 
tawatur (continuity) that hundreds of thousands 
of people were guided by them, derived benefit 
from them, and reached the highest pinnacles of 
internal and spiritual excellences through their 
efforts. It is impossible to deny this. It is both 
rationally and normally impossible for this group 
of righteous and _ sincere people to have 
continuously remained in error despite their 
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different times and climes, and for Allah % - who 
is all-merciful, all-wise, the absolute guide, and 
whose promise is: 


Gendell acl ail Og Ue peg OB Bae Gilly 


“Those who strove in Our cause — We shall show 
them Our paths. Surely Allah is with the 
righteous.” (Surah al-‘Ankabut, 29: 69) 


not to expose their wrong, and not to guide them. 
Remove each personality from this righteous and 
sincere group from Islamic history - each of 
whom was the best flower of his era, a lighthouse, 
and a source of pride for the human race — and 
see what remains. If one cannot have confidence 
in them, which other group is there which is 
worthy of confidence, and a source of pride!? 
(Tazkiyah wa Ihsan, p. 31) 


Hadrat Ja‘far Sadiq rahimahullah on the 
issue of purification of the soul 


Hadrat Ja‘far Sadiq rahimahullah made the 
following famous statement: 


“O my human brother! On what basis are you 
vexing your pride!? Your beginning was from a 
drop of impure liquid [sperm], and you are 
destined to be reduced to an impure corpse. Now 
do not adulterate the purity of your soul in the 
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intervening period.” (Mukarrarat Qur’an,! 
Maulana ‘Abdullah ‘Abbas Sahib, p. 107) 


Note: Glory to Allah! What worthy words of advice 
by Sayyiduna Hadrat Ja‘far Sadiq rahimahullah. 
This [purification of the soul] is one of the 
important objectives behind the revelation of the 
Qur’an and the commissioning of Rasulullah # as 
a Prophet of Allah 4. After explaining the essence 
of man’s beginning and his destiny, he drew our 
attention to setting right the heart and purifying 
the soul. May Allah 4 reward him. 


We make du‘a’ to Allah * to inspire us with the 
ability to understand the nature of our life and its 
actual purpose. Amin. 


A request and plea 


I request the reader with all my heart and 
absolute sincerity to make du‘d’ for this worthless 
person (whose heart is black with sins and is a 
target of harms from friends and relatives — which 
I fully deserve) for Allah * to rectify me, and to 
pardon me for my shortcomings in fulfilling His 
rights and the rights of my fellow humans. If 
anyone has harmed me in any way, I pardon him, 
and make du‘a’ to Allah *# to pardon him as well. 
Amin. 





1 This is a very beneficial and enlightening book which 
‘ulama’ ought to study. (Muhammad Qamar az-Zaman) 
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An essential clarification 


I consider it appropriate to quote an essential 
clarification which was undertaken by Hakim al- 
Ummat Hadrat Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi 
rahimahullah and titled al-‘Udhr wan Nadhr 
(which was quoted previously): 


“If I pardon a person for his mistake and accept 
his apology, it is not necessary that I maintain 
special friendship with him. In some cases, one is 
unable to do this, and in other cases, we have 
experienced that there is no expediency in it. but 
one thing is essential, if we meet coincidentally, 
we must offer salam to each other. If one were to 
engage in any essential conversation, the other 
should give an appropriate reply even if it is brief. 
If the conversation becomes more than necessary, 
and it could cause an informality, one should 
apologize in a soft manner.” 


Rastlullah # pardoned Hadrat Wahshi « when 
the latter embraced Islam. Despite this, 
Rastlullah # excused himself from having to look 
at him again. 


The story of Hadrat Wahshi 


After embracing Islam, Wahshi # presented 
himself before Rasulullah #. Rastlullah # said to 
him: “If possible, I would like you to hide your 
face from me.” Consequently, he did not go before 
Rastlullah # for the rest of his life, and did not 
show him his face. 
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Two important points which are worthy of 
emulation are learnt from this incident: (1) At 
times, there is no Shar‘l excuse for a matter, but 
there is a natural excuse which makes it difficult 
to practise on. After Hadrat Wahshi #; embraced 
Islam, all his sins were automatically pardoned 
by Allah 4. Consequently, all his sins were also 
wiped off from Rastlullah’s # pure heart. Despite 
this, Rasulullah # asked him not to come in front 
of him because of his natural love for his uncle, 
Hadrat Hamzah #. Rastlullah # did this so that 
he is not overcome by grief and sorrow whenever 
he sees Hadrat Wahshi -s. 


(2) If a spiritual mentor, shaykh, teacher, leader, 
imam, etc. asks a talib (seeker) to do something 
which is against his temperament, he must 
accept it without any complaint, consider it to be 
for his own good, and in emulation of the 
Shariah. Without doubt, although Hadrat Wahshi 
» had earned the honour of being a Sahabi even 
by a _ single moment’s companionship with 
Rasulullah “ - an honour which is thousands of 
times better than the rank of qutb — after hearing 
the clear order of Rasulullah # and despite 
having deep love for him, exercising patience over 
this will certainly earn him honour and reverence 
— insha Allah. 
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Incidents wherein Raswtlullah # did not 
pardon 


You have observed incidents containing the 
seeking of pardon and pardoning. Now observe 
some incidents where people were not pardoned. 


Rastlullah # does not pardon _a_ poet who 
ridiculed him 


(4102 OV Cay SNA) Cade Holy pee cy ce ghl Fab Y 


“A believer does not fall in the same whole twice.” 
[He does not commit the same mistake twice]. 


‘Allamah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Khauli Misri rahimahullah 
provided some valuable and enlightening points 
in his commentary to the above Hadith. The gist 
of which is: 


Abt ‘Uzzah, the poet, was taken a prisoner after 
the battle of Badr. When Rastlullah # was 
informed of his family, poverty and destitution, he 
felt sorry for him and released him without any 
ransom. A promise was taken from him not to 
make any derogatory statements against 
Rasulullah #, but he did not desist. He was 
eventually brought as a prisoner after the battle 
of Uhud. He asked to be released a second time. 
But Rasulullah # refused and said: “You will 
return to Makkah and say: ‘I mocked at 
Muhammad [#] twice, deceived him twice, and 
was able to get released.” Rastlullah # then 
ordered for him to be killed, and said: 
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“A believer does not fall in the same whole twice.” 
[He does not commit the same mistake twice]. 


We learn from this that a believer is always awake 
and vigilant, and takes a lesson from past 
incidents. He remains on his guard in future 
matters through the experience which he gained. 
He interacts with friends and foes in accordance 
with the experience which he gained. If he 
perceives the need for harshness and strictness, 
he opts for them, and is correct in opting for it. 
Allah 4 ordered the Prophet of Mercy [Rasulullah 
#] to be harsh against the hypocrites. 


‘Allamah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Khauli Misri rahimahullah 
writes further on, the gist of which is: 


You have learnt from this Hadith that iman and 
heedlessness cannot combine at one and the 
same time. Iman demands caution and lowering 
one’s self, and not a “know-all” heedlessness. 


Those who do not take a lesson from past 
incidents and do not take benefit from past 
experiences, iman has not yet reached the stage 
of perfection in their hearts even if they are 
particular about customary acts of worship. (al- 
Adab an-Nabawi, p. 96) 


Note: In the light of the above Hadith, both the 
masses and the rulers have to be religiously and 
politically watchful to protect themselves against 


401 


the plots and ruses of the enemies of Islam so 
that they are not caught by their false promises 
and incorrect policies. 


Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah possessed 
the qualities of rectitude and righteousness. In 
like manner, he was also embellished with the 
qualities of vigilance and caution. He would 
therefore teach his associates things of 
understanding and intelligence. He would explain 
the importance of these things with earnestness 
so that they may be able to rectify themselves 
thoroughly, and be able to treat friends and foes 
appropriately. 


Rastlullah # does not pardon Muhlim 


Muhlim ibn Juthamah killed ‘Amir in a battle. 
When Muhlim was about to attack ‘Amir, the 
latter said as-salamu ‘alaykum to him. There was 
some ill-feeling between Muhlim and ‘Amir since 
pre-Islamic times. Muhlim found this to be an 
ideal opportunity and killed ‘Amir with an arrow 
despite his saying as-salamu ‘alaykum to him. 


The matter was presented before Rasulullah %&, 
Muhlim came to him and asked him to pardon 
him his mistake. This was an issue of killing an 
innocent Muslim not for the sake of truth, but 
because of a personal dispute. Rastlullah # said 
to Muhlim: 
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SL ah ae Y 
“May Allah not forgive you.” 


On seeing Rasulullah’s # displeasure, Muhlim 
stood up with tears flowing from his eyes: 


4udyy Ab 942 (shih gg 


“He left while wiping his tears with the corners of 
his upper garment.” 


Muhlim passed away within seven days of the 


incident. The people buried him according to 
Islamic rites but: 


Nl acale 
“the earth cast his body out.” 


The Sahabah *& informed Rastlullah # about it, 
and he said: 


“The earth accepted worse people than him [in 
the past], but Allah 4 did this because He wants 
to advise and admonish you.” 


Rastlullah # then ordered for his body to be 
thrown from the top of a mountain and rocks to 
be hurled at him. 
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Even some pious elders did not pardon 


You read the stories of how the pious elders 
sought pardon from those who had claims over 
them, and accepted the apologies of those who 
erred. Now read some of their stories in which 
they did not pardon the mistakes of certain 
disrespectful and audacious persons, remained 
displeased with such wretched fellows for the rest 
of their lives, and expressed their displeasure to 
them with stern words. 


Hadrat Maulana Fadlur Rahman rahimahullah 
does not pardon his son 


I heard the following story on several occasions 
from Hadrat Muslihul Ummat Maulana Shah 
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah. 


The villagers expelled Hadrat Maulana Fadlur 
Rahman Ganj Muradabadi rahimahullah with 
utter disrespect from their village. They were 
whistling and mocking at him while they did this. 
And so, he went and settled down in Ganj 
Muradabad. It was extremely unfortunate and 
sad that his son from his first wife had joined the 
audacious whistlers who drove him out of his 
village. 


Obviously, such audacity from outsiders would 
cause a person much pain and grief. But for one’s 
own son to commit such a hard-hearted and 
cruel act would most certainly render a father’s 
heart to bits. Whenever the Maulana 
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rahimahullah would see his son, he would say: 
“Remove this cursed one from here.” But Hadrat’s 
second wife would call him from the window 
which faced the street, give him something 
without Hadrat knowing about it, and send him 
off. 


The Maulana rahimahullah must have 
experienced several disturbing and heart-rending 
incidents in his life on account of which Allah’s #% 
mercy was showered on him, and he was 
bestowed with the honour of proximity to and 
acceptance by Allah 4. Senior ‘ulamd’ of his time 
acknowledged his wilayat (close friendship with 
Allah 4%). Hadrat Maulana Muhammad ‘Ali 
Maungeri rahimahullah, Hadrat Maulana ‘Abd al- 
Karim Sahib rahimahullah and Hadrat Hakim 
Badr ‘Ali Sahib Rai Barelwi rahimahullah were 
from among his khulafa’. Although Hadrat Hakim 
al-Ummat Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi 
rahimahullah had pledged bay‘ah to Hadrat Haji 
Imdadullah Sahib Muhajir Makki- Chishti 
rahimahullah, he went on two occasions from 
Kanpur to Ganj Muradabad to meet Hadrat 
Maulana Fadlur Rahman Sahib Nagqshbandi 
rahimahullah. Hadrat Hakim al-Ummat 
rahimahullah described his visits in a book titled 
Nayl al-Murad fit Safari Ganj Muradabad 
(Acquisition of my purpose in the journey to Ganj 
Muradabad). 


As for the incident concerning the disrespect and 
audaciousness of Hadrat Maulana Shah Fadl ar- 
Rahman Sahib’s rahimahulladh son, it occurred in 
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an era when such incidents were unheard of. 
When we hear of incidents of this nature today, 
we are not surprised by them. In fact, we consider 
them to be normal. How sad over man’s 
condition! 


Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah used to 
relate a similar incident to us so that we may 
learn a lesson and take admonition from it. A 
learned person was living in the khdanqah of 
Thanabhawan. He used to refer to Hadrat Hakim 
al-Ummat Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi 
rahimahullah with lofty titles like “the Qutb of the 
era” and other’ similar titles. But when 
degeneration crept into his temperament, he said 
that Hadrat Hakim al-Ummat rahimahullah was a 
Christian. We seek refuge in Allah * from such 
statements. 


This must have caused obvious pain to Hadrat 
Maulana rahimahullah, and thus, he used to refer 
to him as a muidhi murid (a harmful murid), and 
stopped him from living in the khanqah. 


I also heard the following story from Hadrat 
Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah: Hadrat Haji 
Imdadullah Sahib rahimahullah used to live in a 
certain house during his stay in Makkah al- 
Mukarramah. A doctor lived next door, and when 
he opened a certain window of his, it caused 
Hadrat Haji Sahib’s rahimahullah house _ to 
become exposed [to passers by]. Hadrat Haji 
Sahib rahimahullah asked him on _ several 
occasions to stop opening that window but he 
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refused. Some people advised Hadrat Haji Sahib 
rahimahullah to open a case in the court so that 
he may desist. Hadrat replied: “We do not open 
cases in these superficial courts. Yes, we have 
already opened a case in the real court [of Allah 
ag].” 


Obviously, this must have caused real pain and 
discomfort to Hadrat Haji Sahib rahimahullah 
which caused him to make du‘d’ in the court of 
Allah 48. 


Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah used to 
relate this story as well: A certain buzurg was 
invited by one of his murids and he went to have 
a meal there. But the buzurg perceived 
inattention towards him and disregard for him on 
the part of the murid. His self-respect caused him 
to leave the murid’s house without eating 
anything. 


Note: Remember! The buzurg’s displeasure at his 
murid’s attitude was not baseless. Rather, it was 
based on Dini self-respect which was essential. 
Unfortunately, we treat our elders in similar 
fashion without even bothering about it. How sad 
over man’s condition! 


I read the following incident in a certain book: A 
father said to his son: “Rastlullah # used to like 
bottle gourd (dodhi).” The son replied: “Bottle 
gourd is a filthy thing.” The father who was a true 
lover of Rasulullah # could not tolerate such 
disrespect from his son. He unsheathed his sword 
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and chopped off his son’s head. In so doing, he 
gave preference to the greatness of Rasulullah’s # 
Sunnah over his own beloved son. 


Note: Glory to Allah! This is what you call self- 
respect on the basis of Din and iman. Amir al- 
Mu’minin Hadrat ‘Umar # killed a hypocrite on 
one occasion because the latter showed 
disrespect to Rasulullah #. 


There are many such stories related in different 
books. These few stories are sufficient to serve as 
lessons and admonitions. May Allah * protect us 
against disrespect and audaciousness, and 
safeguard us against the disastrous 
consequences of such behaviour. May Allah *% 
inspire us all. Amin. 


The curses of Hadrat Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas 
&y 


Hadrat Maulana Abu Tahir Muhammad Is-haq 
Khan Sahib rahimahullah wrote a book titled, 
Tuhfatul ‘ulum wal hikam bi sharh khamsin min 
jawami' al-kalim, popularly known as The gift of 
knowledge and wisdom. In it he has a chapter 
titled, “The essential need to save one’s self from 
the curses of the Ahlullah”, in which he quotes a 
few incidents relating to the curses of Hadrat Sa‘d 
ibn Abi Waqqas #. I am quoting these for 
additional insight. Hadrat Muslihul Ummat 
Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah 
would also relate some of them from other books 
to show that the pious elders did not only possess 
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the qualities of humility, servitude, and making 
pious du‘a’s. Instead, they expressed their 
displeasure and curses against some people. 


The essential need to save one’s self from the 
curses of the Ahlullah 


When we know how readily the du‘a’s of Allah’s 
pious servants are accepted, it becomes essential 
to safeguard ourselves from their curses. If not, 
the effects and consequences of their curses are 
very serious and destructive. We seek refuge in 
Allah 4. 


It is related that a person slandered Hadrat Sa‘d 
ibn Abi Waqqas #, so he made the following du‘d’ 
against him: 


pS aglall el) ee ADE § Oat bel, Oy wel Lals ols ol oll 
(YY \ Ce 


“O Allah! If this person is lying [in his slander], 
make him blind, lengthen his life, and make him 
a target for trials and tribulations. 


The du'a@’ was accepted. The person was given a 
long life, and he would spend his time wandering 


in the alleys where he would be shoved about in a 
humiliating way. He would say to the people: 


daw o555 aalal Opie pS fend 
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“Iam an old man who is afflicted by tribulations, 
against whom the du‘a’ of Sa‘d fell.” 


A person hurled vulgarities against Hadrat ‘Ali 
in the presence of Hadrat Sa‘d #, who then made 
du‘a’ against this person. Before he could get up 
from where he was seated, an enraged camel 
attacked him and tore him up. We seek refuge in 
Allah 48. 


The wife of Sa‘id ibn Zayd disputed with him 
with regard to the ownership of a _ certain 
property, and accused him of usurping it. He 
made this du‘d’ against her: 


Lees B Ughily claps geld A515 GIO! eghif 


“O Allah! If she is lying, make her blind and kill 
her in her land.” 


The du‘a’ was accepted; the woman became blind, 
and she died by falling into a well which was on 
her property. 


A few poems depicting the servitude of the 
pious elders 


I now quote a few comprehensive and poignant 
poems of Shaykh Sa‘di Shirazi rahimahullah: 


“I saw a beggar at the door of the Ka‘bah who was 


crying profusely and saying: ‘O Allah! I am not 
asking You to accept my acts of obedience and 
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worship. My only request is for you to draw a line 
of pardon over my sins.” 


“O Allah! O the One who is dearest to me! I have 
hope in Your kindness and generosity of forgiving 
this bankrupt person who has no possessions 
[i.e. no good deeds]. I have come to You with 
nothing but hope. O Allah! Do not cause me to 
lose hope in Your pardon.” 


I now quote a few lines of Hadrat ‘Allamah Sayyid 
Sulayman Nadwi rahimahullah which certainly 
depict his lofty conditions, and which are 
testimonies to the pain and yearning of his heart. 


“May my heart be blessed with the ability to melt. 
May my condition be bestowed with burning 
passion. I am making this du‘d’ with absolute 
respect in the court of the all-independent [Allah]. 
Bless me with eyes which are able to cry over the 
heart which became black through sins. Let these 
tears constantly wash my heart in my hours of 
solitude and privacy.” 


Another du‘a’ was taught to me by Hadrat 
Maulana Hakim Muhammad Mas‘td Sahib 
Ajmeri rahimahullah: 


“I repented several times for my sins, but I broke 
my repentance on each occasion. O Allah! You 
show Your kindness again and again, but I have 
nothing but evil and sin. Although my sinfulness 
is not worthy of pardon, I beg You to open Your 
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fountains of mercy, and take my grey hairs [old 
age] into consideration.” 


From the sayings and supplications of these 
pious elders, we learn quite well that the path to 
reach Allah # is to cast our gazes away from our 
merits, and to acknowledge our errors and 
mistakes. 


Hadrat Abu Bakr # used to take hold of his 
tongue in privacy and say: “This has conveyed us 
towards destruction.” 


This was the practice of Hadrat Khalifah 
Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Siddiq to reprimand his 
self in solitude. We can gauge how much 
importance he attached to purification of the soul 
and internal reformation. 


‘Arif Rami rahimahulladh advises the same thing: 


“The person who recognized the defects of his 
soul has in fact run speedily towards his 
perfection.” 


On the other hand, the person who is proud and 
haughty over his achievements will never advance 
towards perfection. In fact, he will be 
retrogressing. Maulana Rumi -= rahimahullah 
conveys this as follows: 


“He is not progressing towards Allah % because 
he considers himself to be perfect.” 
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The fundamental and _ essential basis for 
reformation in the Tariqah is for a person to 
abandon false claims. 


I now take the opportunity of quoting some of 
Rastlullah’s # du‘a’s which are very effective and 
also display his humility and servitude. May Allah 
4s enable us to make these du‘a’s with absolute 
sincerity and bless us with acceptance. Amin. 
This is most certainly easy for Allah 4%. 


Ch BB OS WEE go old 55 cardlg ell 6 cettles di HN 
pally Gall G5 Shey US cuths Gi5 2g Lets SN g Sad 
(Gap 89S) 
O Allah! Wash away my sins with ice water and 
hail-stones, and purify my heart from sins just as 
a white cloth is purified from dirt. Create a great 
distance between me and my sins just as You 
caused a great distance between east and west 
eh) 529 Lely CHT GSS Be eT UGSig a on ST Ub 
(ds 
O Allah! Give to my soul its piety and purify it — 
You alone are the best to purify it, You alone are 
its owner and master. 
iehusy eet le AS ee eles 
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We ask You for all the good which Your Prophet, 
Muhammad #, had asked You. 


Jat Uys ale po cle GLa abl hey alall eee! Cal EL) Lee Lat Ly 
PN pat Ceay cpeat abecls JT des 


Muhammad Qamar az-Zaman I[lahabadi, may 
Allah protect him 

Idarah Ma‘arif Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah 
64/30 D Block, Kareli, lahabad 

29 Muharram al-Haram 1429 A.H./8 February 
2008 


English translation completed on 5t* Rabr‘ al- 
Awwal 1432 A.H./10 February 2011. 


May Allah * accept this service and make it a 
means of my salvation in this world and in the 
Hereafter. 


I request the reader to inform me of any mistakes, 
typographical errors, etc. in this translation. 
Constructive criticism and suggestions on how to 
improve this work are most welcome. I can be 
contacted via e-mail: 


maulanamahomedy@gmail.com 


Mahomed Mahomedy 
Durban, South Africa 
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